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PREFACE. 



The first series of the Modern Divines 
OF Geneva was presented to the Public, 
several yeaus ago, under the conviction that the 
work would not fail to assist in promoting the 
importent end of religious^ edification in ge- 
neral; while, at the same time-^and: this, 
indeed, was the object which the Editor had 
more particularly in view — ^it would afford the 
most authentic and effectual means of correct- 
ing those erroneous notions, which party preju- 
dice had industriously diffused in this. Country^ 
respecting the Clergy of Geneva, as a body, by 
enabling the English Public to form their own 
judgment of the doctrines taught by authority 
in that venerable Church. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



v" 



VI 

The result has been no less favourable than 
was anticipated: the publication has proved 
extensively acceptable; and the Editor has 
reason to feel assured, that the impression left 
by its perusal, on the minds of his readers 
generally, in regard to those excellent Divines 
with whose labours it made them acquainted, 
is such as he considers due to their eminent 
piety and talents. 

It is, therefore, with no small gratification 
that, in conjunction with the Friend whose 
assistance he was enabled to command in pre- 
paring the former volume, he now redeems his 
pledge to publish a Second Series;* more 
especially as exertions have been made — and, 
he trusts, with success — to render the present 
volume not only, upon the whole, essentially 
more valuable than its precursor, but more 
adapted to the expectations of those readers 
whose taste in compositions of this kind has 

• Preface to First Series, page xxx. 
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been formed by the perusal of the profound and 
vigorous productions of the best ages of the 
English Pulpit. He would refer, in particular, 
to the two Discourses on the Study of the 
Scriptures, by Professor Cell^rier: the Editor 
is not aware that any thing more admirable in 
itself, or equally appropriate to the present 
times, has ever appeared among the numerous 
and excellent Ordination Sermons which have 
been published in England. 

Chelssa, August, 1832. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 94, line 4, for " prescription/' read " proscriptioD.' 
— 145, line 13, for " urgent," read " cogent" 
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SERMON I. 

CHRISTIANITY FAVOURABLE TO SOCIETY, 
HONOURABLE AND CONSOLATORY TO 
INDIVIDUALS. 

Chenevihre. 
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SERMON L* 



Isaiah xlix. 13. 

Sing, O heavens ; and be joyful^ O earth ; and break forth 
into singing, O mountains ; for the Lord hath comforted 
his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. 



THE celebration of Anniversaries has a great 
and unquestionable effect upon the mind, whe- 
tlier in reviving all the freshness of gratitude and 
love for our friends and benefactors, when time 
in its course brings back the period for com- 
memorating an event attended with important 
benefits; or in opening anew the wounds of 
sorrowing affection, when it recalls us to the 
full sense of our bereavement in the loss or 
absence of those most dear to us* 

This, My Brethren, is no day for sorrow — 
it is a day of festival, an anniversary of joy. 

* Preached on Christmas Day. 

B 2 
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It was as on this day that God laid aside 
the sword of justice, in order to display the 
treasures of his mercy — as on this day, he gave 
us his Son. To judge from appearances, the 
return of this joyful solemnity affects us deeply: 
we have interrupted every other business; the 
multitude are assembled in the house of Gk)d, to 
magnify their Deliverer ; our voices have raised 
the song of triumph, and our souls have united 
in praising the Lord. — God grant, that it may 
not have beea respect to human ordinaiiees, 
or u regaled to mere deq^ncy, that brought us to 
this place; but that a heart-felt sense of the 
immensity of the Divine benefits, and grateful 
love tpwairds Hipi who hath comforted and 
redeemed his people, by sending his Son into 
the >vorld^ may have led us, as of old it led 
the shepherds and the JVfag^, to the cradle of 
Jesus Christ! 

Present together in thought before the 
Divine Child, and pondering with Mary upon 
all the woadeis of a period prolific in mira^cle, 
our meditations naturally turn toward the 
blessings conferred 'upon us by our Saviour. 
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It will be necessary, however, to confine our- 
selves to a portion of this boundless theme ; 
we propose, therefore, to direct your minds 
to three particulars in the Religion of Chri3t— 
Christianity is an eminently social 
Institution ; it is honourable, and con- 
solatory, to man as an individual:— 
a threefold subject is here presented of rejoicing 
for ourselves, and of benediction on the Lord 
and his Anointed. 

We too collect with delight round that lowly 
cradle, the sacred depository of the object of so 
inany prayers and hopes. It ia a sight which 
melts our hearts with gratitude^ ^d exalts 
them to our great Benefactor. As long ^ we 
have our abode on earth— ^in joy or in grief-^ 
full of youth and strength, or bowed towards 
the grave — ^in places where the name 'of Christ is 
venerated, or wandering in distant lands, whose 
inhabitants yet know it not— the annual return 
of this day will to us be dear and hallowed; 
and because the lips of men are unable worthily 
to celebrate the goodness of the Lord, we will 
borrow the language of the Holy Ghost, and, in 
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compliance with the prophet's invitation, will 
'* break forth into singing," in praise of Him 

who ** HATH COMFORTED HIS PEOPLE, AND 
HATH HAD MERCY UPON HIS AFFLICTED." 

I. If there are persons who have not hesitated 
to assert that a community of Christians, faith- 
folly following the commandments of their 
Master, would include in its bosom the germ of 
its destruction, and therefore could not exist, — 
we know that they have been contradicted, and 
successfully combated, by profound philosophi- 
cal thinkers, and by writers whose eloquent 
pages vehemently pnrotest against this groundless 
position. Let us not blindly submit to the dic- 
tates of authority ; but, true to the grand prin- 
ciple of the Reformation, let us, with a view to 
our own conviction, examine the question for 
ourselves. 

Christianity, we are prepared to maintain, 
is an institution of an eminently social nature : 
it was revealed by its Author in order to unite 
men in the bonds of mutual kindness ; like 
the instructions of a wise parent, its object is 
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to teach its children to love one anotheir; it 
spares neither precept^ example, nor injunction, 
to make them concur in the promotion of their 
common happiness; in a word, it is the pro- 
tector of every relation of social life. — ^This is 
the point we undertake to establish. 

What is the principle most vitally necessary 
to the security and happiness of men in society? 
It is Order, in its establishment and mainte- 
nance ; the^ co-ordination of every part of the 
social edifice, relatively to the whole— of indi- 
viduals relatively to families, of families relatively 
to the particular society of which they form part, 
of each particular society relatively to the great 
community of human kind ; and, lastly, the sub- 
ordination of the human race to God, the eternal 
source of all law. Now, to the production of 
this pinciple of order and equilibrium, Christ- 
ianity, with surprising wisdom, concurs. As 
long as there are men on earth, it is manifest 
there will be differences between them: could 
you reduce them all to the same level every 
morning, each evening would find some heads 
raised above others. These social inequalities 
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ChriBtl&nity dofes not attempt t6 rembve ; oti^ the 
contrary, it. sanctifies them^ and demonstrates 
tiieir utility and worth. Equially forbidding us 
to cherish jealousy and enmity towards on<B man 
because he occupies an Exalted station^ and to 
despise anothi^r becausef he is unknown, poor, 
or illiterate, it takes under its protection the 
mtenest as \*ell ajs the mightiest; and by 
nieans of this impartial regard, it eradicates 
innumerable causes of confusion. Self-interest, 
an extravagant desire of independence, the 
hatred of authority, and the fury of unbridled 
and destructive passions, iare the irrecdticil^ble 
foes of all order and all djsi^iation; but Christ- 
ianity softens and regulates the former, while it 
opposes the latter with all its might. Justice, 
kindness, benevolence, and reciprocal afiection — 
virtues by which the happiness of families and 
conmiunities is preserved — are likewisfe thfe 
grand principles of the Gospel: it forbids the in- 
vasion of another's rights, and inculcates respect 
for the interests of all mankind; it requires 
every one to cultivate the virtues of his station, 
and discharge the duties of his calling; it enjdins 
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an undeserved submission to the obligations 
imposed by the several relations of life — ^as 
those of parent, child, husband, citizen; no- 
thing indeed is excluded from its regard, which 
embraces with the like solicitude the minute 
details and the majestic aggregate of human 
concerns. — Mankind are divided into two. great 
dasses, the governors and the governed. These 
opposites Christianity is careful to bring toge- 
ther, and to reconcile; it charges them who are 
in authority, ^* that they be not high-minded, 
but do good," that they ** judge righteous 
judgments," hearing ** tlie small as well as the 
great;" those who occupy inferior stations, it 
comtiiands to '^be subject unto the higher powers, 
not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake/* 
To the poor it recommends integrity, industry, 
and content; to the rich it says, '* Be rich in 
good works; ^ve alms of your goods, and 
never turn away your faces froiil the poor." 
*' Masters," it says, ** give unto your servants 
that which is just and equal:" *' Servants, obey 
in all things your masters, in singleness of 
heart." As without government in families no 
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order can exist in society) the Gospel thus lays 
down the duties of parents : " Fathers, provoke 
not your children, but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord;" and of 
children : ** Obey your parents, — honour thy 
father and mother." Knowing that if once 
discord finds its way into the married state, all 
delight is for ever fled, it thus provides by its 
counsels against such an event : — " Husbands, 
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, giving honour unto the wife as the 
weaker; and the wife see that she reverence 
her husband, and submit herself to him." 

Time would fail me. Brethren, should I pur- 
sue the subject : The Gospel, in its regard for 
mankind, has omitted nothing : there is no con- 
ceivable duty which it has not enjoined; there 
is no amiable or generous sentiment which it 
does not encourage; all those passio^s — selfish- 
ness, with its sordid calculations — envy, with 
its secret projects — revenge, with its perfidious 
outrages — ^which harden and consume the hearts 
of men, and stain the earth with blood and 
tears, — it wholly subdues ; it breaks down that 
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"wall of partition," with which fear or con- 
tempt had surrounded the Jews; it proclaims 
charity as its fundamental law, and fosters 
every mild and active virtue : ** Weep with 
them that weep, and rejoice with them that 
rejoice." — " Bear all things, believe all things, 
hope all things." '' Pure religion, and undefiled, 
before God and the Father, is this, to visit the 
fatherless and widows in thdr affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world." — " Be 
kindly affectioned one to another, with brotherly 
love; recompense to no man evil for evil; 
avenge npt yourselves; but if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink." 
" Bless them which persecute you : bless, and 
curse not." 

Examine, now, the best contrived and most 
boasted of human institutions, and see whether 
they are equally calculated to secure the happi- 
ness of society. They are all inadequate to 
their object, all abounding in omissions. Amply 
provided with the means of punishment, and 
of protection against evil, the human legis- 
lator has neither knowledge nor ability to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12 

enjoin or to reward what is good ; and if he 
attempted it, he would only compromise his 
authority by exposing his impotence. Study 
liiose systems of philanthropy which have been 
professedly directed towards the general happi- 
ness ; compare their lessons with those of Jesus 
Christ — and, if you can, calculate the difference. 
Conceive, further, a community of Christians 
following, ** line upon line,'' the precepts of 
their Master — a community in which friends 
should be true, and husbands and wives devoted 
to each ether ; in which all men should be con- 
scientious in their business and engagements — 
servants vigilant and faithful, masters forbear- 
ing, governors mild, parents judicious, children 
obedient. Could you find language, let me ask, 
to describe the peace which, in such a state, 
would fill men's minds ? Would there be aught 
then wanting to the happiness of society, to the 
value and the pleasantness of existence ? Fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ, this happiness is within 
your reach ; it depends but upon you, to revive 
the affecting picture which history has traced 
of the first ages of the Church : — obey the pre- 
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cepU nf the Gospel. In spite of numberless 
Yiola^ions of those preceptfi, you perceive bow 
ipaany evils jbave been spared to the world, what 
an incalculable sum of happiness has been 
showered upon it, by means of the Religion of 
Christ:— the civilization of which it has been 
thevSpurce; t^e numberless cruelties to which it 
has, put an end; the profligacy which it has 
extinguished; the vicea that : degraded hmnan 
natufe, whidi it has {MX>scrib6d; the rights it 
has determined; the education it has provided; 
the knowledge it has collected and revived ; the 
establishments it. ha» raised for the prevention 
of crime, and the^ relief of misery ; 'the uni- 
versal improvement it has diffused; — in these 
wonders of wisdom and love> you behold a 
portion of the benefits of * Christ's religicm* 
Confirm and eJrtend its influenpe — you promote 
universal good. Strive,- on< the other hand^ to 
break the tables of th^ Christian law-ryou will 
diffuse evil around with a l^msh hand. Can we, 
indeed, haver alrrody lorgotten.that solemn ho- 
taiage. which 4fae enenues of the Groe^pel rendered 
to it; ¥dben they determined on its' annihUatioB 
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as necessary to the success of their 4estruc- 
tive projects? Can we have forgotten what 
disasters we have ourselves seen coming down 
upon society, like devouring vultures on their 
victim, when, in a period of frenzy, it was 
resolved to overthrow the temples of God, and 
with sacrilegious hands to blot out his Gospel, 
and dethrone his Anointed Son ? Like a swol- 
len torrent, bursting from its bed, bearing along 
over the devastated land all that formed its 
wealth and ornament, and leaving behind in its 
course pollution, ruin, and death, — the passions 
of the multitude, set free from the salutary 
restraints of the Christian law, rushed frantickly 
through society, and everywhere brought forth 
nvisery and crime. The check of faith being 
removed, every oth^er barrier gave way; con- 
fusion followed; and social order existed no 
longer. Those who ought to have remained in 
the lowest ranks, signalized by crime their 
infamous exaltation, and spread round them 
terror and alarm ; the good were proscribed — the 
axe fell upon the worthiest heads — the purest 
blood reeked upon the scaffold — the executioner 
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was amazed to find himself employed to punish 
riches, virtue, talent, reputation: Religion, chased 
by the maniac fury which had broken loose, fled, 
and carried away her blessings in her train; 
while society, shaken to its foundations, threat- 
ened to give way on every side, and the authors 
of theie horrors proclaimed, without intending 
it, this eternal truth: The Gospel fostsbs 

BENEATH ITS BENIGNANT SWAY, OrDEB, 

Peace, Justice, Happiness; when it is 
trampled under foot, then expect 
nothing but outrage and destruction. 
Oh! that states and nations, wearied with dis- 
order and tumultuoiis violence, may at last be 
content to find rest beneath the tutelary shelter 
of the Religion of Christ, and reap the fruits 
of that promise of the angels: *' Peace on 

EARTH, GOOD-WILL TOWARDS MEN !'' 

II. While, however, Christianity is the safe- 
guard and support of the social system — while 
it strengthens the relations, and promotes the 
duties, of every member of the community — 
it is also highly honourable to its professors. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



16 

Nothing in it is little^ nothing trifling; but every 
thing worthy of man and of God. 

Strange to sayv it has nevertheless been seri- 
ously all^Bfed, that although Christianity lays 
a salutary check upoQ the young ;suul the igno- 
rant, it is ^^Qng to attempt to bring under its 
yokejDKeo of Jmature age and instructed jpwids. 
SoC9 Chri^^wity, then, consist in ijwltipji^ 
superstitious observances, pr puerile t^rrotrs? la 
Hxere any real conpectipu between its laws apd 
those extravagant ordinances which re)igi(vaft 
ioaposture .would palm upqi mankind, as the 
decrees of Hftaven? ,^ :. ^t jdeclf^Tj^ that./* Gfod 
is a Spirit," aud rfiquu^ tfeat ** they .who .w:prr 
(jhip him flbawld wpi^Wp W ppipt jsgs4 in truth ; ■ ' 
and it « from nieditati^its pRpcepts-ntbose 
precepts^* so simpje, so beautifuli anc^ eimoblk^gy 
that we are/cqp;3tr^tined.0 say_ of (nan, with ithe 
Psalmist : " Thou hast made him a little lower 
than: the angelt^i. and h^t crowned Jhim with 
glory and hicHiQur; thou hsoit put alluthings 
undeTiihisufeet.— OJLiord,ihow exoellei^t isuthy 
name!" ■-) "... -. =:.,:; .^: 

It.is.appwient, upon closer examination, that 
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Christianity seeks to exalt us, by nourishing our 
spirits with lofty thoughts, by surrounding us 
with majestic images, and by instilling into 
us a sense of our own dignity,— as men de^J 
with those sons of kings, who are made familiar 
with the notions of a sceptre to be borne, and 
of majesty to be sustained. Now, we are told 
of a cloud of witnesses who surround us, . and 
in whose eyes we ought to preserve ourselves 
irreproachable; now, that this world, which 
presents so many attractions to us, shall be dis- 
solved, while, reserved for a higher destiny 
than it, we shall survive its destruction: now, 
we are promised a spiritual life and angelic 
connections and pleasures hereafter, in opposition 
to the numerous wants to which our bodies are 
now subject, and the thousand weakneeses by 
which they are dishonoured : now, heaven, with 
its unfatiiomable depths of felicity, is partially 
laid open to our view, as contrasting our lot with 
that of those unhappy perkms who identtfy 
themselves with this earth, and are amMtious 
only of the despicable triumphs of children of 
dust : now, we have presented to us tlie ^ ticue 

c 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 

glory 8Lt which the^ Ghristiaai ought ta aim — tht 
holy rewards to which he may aspire— the 
sublime promises which are set before him— the 
image of Christ, to whoch he is to be trsuMprmed. 
These particulars, hbweFver, I pass briefly over, 
and shall dwell upon two circumstance only, 
which appear to me more prominent thiem the 
rcK^r 

The first is^ that the Commandments of Christ 
are not founded aa terrorr but on the love of 
that Suporeme Being, at whose feet the moM: 
exalted intellig^ices bow with awe, whose voice 
shakes earthy sea, and heaven. This tremei^tiis 
Being isk man petmitted^ commai£^ed, to love; 
this God, the Almighty, is Man's Fsiikkix 
I^es not the Gospel sufficiently hoaout ills 
sitieere follower? — Unhappy mortal ! btiwed to 
the earth, and enslaved to despicable offices^ lise 
up beneath the loid of weariness and cbhtempt 
which oppresses thto, in the midst of that abject 
condition in which thy years drag on, nmnbeced 
by humiliation and sorrow! Let thine eyfe 
brighten, and thy boiSom thrill ;-^lAoii art a 
Chriitianl God Almighty demands thy heart. 
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though rejected by thy fellow-men. And you, 
to wh(Mn the highest lot is assigned — ^the rich, 
the mighty, the happy of this world, forget not 
that there are high^ honours in reserve for you ; 
you too, are CAristtans^ and Grod demands 
your heart. Un¥rilling that you should fall 
asleep amidst the illusicms of a visionary bappi- 
ness unworthy of your regard, he claims for 
himself your misapplied affections. He main* 
taii^ a contest for. their possession, with the 
wcnrld. 

The second circumstance which I wish to 
advert to, as supplying an answer to those 
objecticms w^ch the thoughtless and arrogant 
have brought against the Religion of Jesui 
Christ, is comprised in that express cm^dQand- 
ment which he has given us : ^* Be y^ perfect 
as your Father who is in heaven ii^ perfect.*' — 
What! no limits appointed to the perfeetion 
of any being! God himself set forth as my 
model-^His ways to point out my course — His 
footsteps to be my guide! Surely this is indeed 
to be unspeakably honoured, yifhen the Ev^r 
lasting God ^tuyr^ me to himself, and t am lifted 

c 2 
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up towards heaven ! The precept is not confined 
in its application to fleeting resolutions, or to thd 
exertions of a limited period: you, who have 
accomplished much, have yet much to do ; ywi 
who, for half a life, have been '* keeping your 
hearts diligently," contending with unworthy 
inclinations, and striving to become perfect, you 
have achieved little — you are Christians* 
In: imitation of St^ Paul, " forget those things 
which are behind;" advance, advance; God is 
still far off— go on till death; then, gifted vdth 
new power, and accommodated with more 
eflScient means — unfolding new energies, and 
standing upon the vantage-ground of your en- 
deavours and yoar progress in this world — :^y6u 
will grow incessa^ly, you will make nearer and 
neai:er;appr<>aches tpw^ds God, the boundless 
and ;in^xhau$tible sOurte of goodness and of 
bliiss^ . , ' 

Havingithis !* high cialling," as Christ's dis- 
ciple, fihnll I throw away any portion of my 
existence upon miserable comj^aints, mean 
pa^sions^ or .di^gracefal projects? Shall I defile 
my inheritance/ by idegrading mys^ff? No: 
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beneath the rags that cover, the disguise that 
conceals me, I will let some glimpses of my 
grandeur appear ; exalted as I am by the Gospel, 
enabled to love God, and to follow whither He 
leads, I will not stoop from this height — I will 
not cast: my sceptre in the dust — I will not drag 
my crown in the mire — I will neglect nothing, 
in order) to redder myjself lesi^ unworthy of that 
God who hath honoured me by such a revela- 
tion, 

Thesesentiments I havfe pleasure in, believing 
yours. When I perceive how tiie Gospel esteems 
its professors, and how it studies to exalt them, 
it seems to me that there is nothing overehai^ed 
in tiie Rowing images under which the Daniels 
and Isaiabs of old represented the evang^elical 
tinies; I can conceive the extacy of Simeon, 
the desire of angels themselves to fathom this 
amazing abyss of love: looking upon man in the 
view which I have been displaying, he rises im- 
measurably in my esteem; I prostrate myself in 
admiration of the revelation vouchsafed to him; 
on my knees I bless my God and my Redeemer ; 
I feel in the very bottom of my soul, the sacred 
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wa&t of loving and serving them — ^and I rise 
proud of being a Ohristiav ! 

III. We have not yet seen the full extent of 
tlie bounties of the Lord, or the blessings of 
Christianity. " The Lord hath comforted 

HIS PEOPLB, AND WILL HAVE MERCY UPON 

HIS APFtiCTED :" there is *' balm in Gifead," 
and Christ has poured it upon Uie wouiidis ^ 
his followers: he has provided for their natwal 
distresses, he has healed the intenser suflerings 
tsi iSben guilty consciences. 

There was a man — and the pctwre I am about 
to draw of an ii^ividual, represents, with a few 
modifications, a great number — there was a man 
who promised himself nothing but pleasure in 
this life; he expected ofdy harness, but 
misfdrtune nmde him its victim : his fondest 
hopes Tanished, his best concerted scb^nes 
melted away, fike the dew before the nK>ming 
beams; mdioeimputedevilto him; hebf^casae 
a mark tor cbiamny; and at the very time 
when he ^had need of all his ^strengAi to avoid 
yielding beneath the ma^iiiitiide ^of IheiUs which 
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akcady pressed upon hiai, he was oyertakeo 
by x^alaixuties still harder to eiKlure. The i)»taral 
^tSkcdohs of his liLeai<t were turned into a spur^ 
pf totm^^^ hkn. A husbancU he bad to cloae 
&ft jeyes of Aiis bdoved wife^, a father^ he lollowed 
his dMklEen to jfahe graven whatever wa^jieareat 
to Im soul, be .beheld swept ^way as by a 
ifl^hiarbiirind, .iea9ifi;g bim with a bieeduif heMt, 
and^ disturbed .hnaginariiwu 

What moM tbas man bxiY» become without 
Obnatsamty? For QTefj^^plwigth^mo^ dismal 
thoughts in im jnind> he would have bad no 
perceptkm pf <exi$jbe)Ke but by ^ ««ffmngs ; be 
would hm^ drs^ged wearily to the gnvj^ tbe 
broken chain of bis hopes, C4rsing life, and 
invocating death. Biit ithe m9^ was a Christi^^ : 
Reli^on— the Religion of . Christ— <^ape t/9 
succour bim in tbe tempest; it took him 
to its bosom, it spo^e peape <aad consolation 
to his spul. Weep, it said to him, weep; — 
I tq[^ose not nature.; we^ oyer thy lost hap- 
piness and present misery, as thy Lord wept 
witb Martha and Mary, at the grave of Lai^arus ; 
fear not ,to encpunter those chill shudderings 
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which run through the veins, in the extremity 
of sorrow — for thou canst. The Creator did 
not give thee a heart, that thou mightest not 
feel — tears, that thou shouldst not shed them ; 
he did not adorn with virtues the dearest objects 
of thy afiections, in order that thou mightest not 
feel their preciousness ; nor commission Death to 
strike, and Sorrow to seize thee, in order that 
thou mightest remain insensible: weep, th^n, 
my child ! but perish not. Thy lacerated feel- 
ings, thy groans of anguish, are in accordance 
with the will of God ; He *' creates good and 
evil." It is the will of God — and he is thy 
Father, and hath loved thee ** before the founda- 
tion of the world," and ** is able to keep that 
which thou hast committed unto him against 
that day" when " all tears shall be wiped away, 
and there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying ;" 
it is the will of God — ^and he is thy Father, and 
*' all things work together for good to them that 
love him." He, '* without whose will not a 
sparrow falls to the ground," strikes not his 
rational creatures, who ** are of more value than 
many sparrows," aimlessly, and at random; he 
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has his plans and purposes, which one day thou 
wilt comprehend : till that day arrive, muse upon 
thy afflictions : seated by the grave of those thou 
lovedst, call to mind that adversity is the seal of 
God's children, Jesus forewarned his followers 
of their trials : " In the world ye shall have 
tribulation." " We must," adds his Apostle, 
" through much tribulaticHi enter into the king- 
dom of hfeaven ;" and again, *' Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth ; " who himself ** also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example," Thou art not 
my victim, nor the object of my vengeance : 
"a woman may forget her sucking child, yet will 
I not forget thee." Thou sufferest — what then ? 
I have compensations and promises in store for 
thee: knowest thou iK>t that thy Lord began his 
preaching by those words — strange, indeed, to 
human ears, but full of profoimd truth ? " Blessed 
are ye that mourn." Unmixed prosperity would 
have too strongly attached thee to the world, 
and deprived of thy affections Him who alone 
ought to possess them : rather " count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations ; knowing 
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this, Hmt Ae trying of your fiiith woriLeth pa- 
tieiioey aad the man that endureth temptation 
tImU receive the ciaorwii of life." '' At the appear- 
ing of Seuvm Christ," thou shalt ** lejoice with 
joy tmspeafcaUe »nd fiill^of^ory, receiving the 
end of thy faith, 'even the salvation ot tiiy sonl." 
'* OuF JiglU aflUotion, which is but for a momttt^ 
Mf^rfaeth for us a far mooe exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; fortheinlffeadng^.Qf thuspipeAenI 
time are not wortiiy to be x^nnpaced :wit^ ikb0 
glory that shall be ravealed/' 

(O my Saviour J who art'^ver piesfittt w\ih thift 
afflicted, whose com^pasc&Qm fail inot, had tiot 
"thy law been my delight, the waters had g(»e 
even over my aoulT^ but, comforted aiid ,^p<» 
portedibytthee, liexpedence with^t. Paul, that 
^'mctther tribulaition, nor distress, nor perils ^nor 
ewQid, udiall be able to ^separate me frton thy 
li»fe." Into thy hands I jresigsa myself with /oy, 
iwholly and unconditionally. The wisdom iof 
man, and the help of n]kan^^-H;he whole arm tof 
ifesh — what are these, but broken i^teros iimi 
hold no water ^ Thy Word it is-^the hcj|ifis 
that spring ^m faith in Theerr-whioh find a 
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way into the hesnrt, ^ixiA mfradi tiie famtk^ 
mul. 

But man lias to bear still irfiarper pnigs thaa 
ikt^e, in the n^ries of siiii, and tke just terror 
i«4icfa it cawes. ^ 

From my tenderest infancy, God 'kaa en- 
compttSfied me and crowned me with benefite 
innumerable. 0»e only way was 'Open to me 
to prove lay gratitude-^by obcklieaKe tobis ktw; 
dnd my^tKmscience atrtiioritottvely tells me that 
i have violated that law, ^isA «b guilty* JUas i 
on iho&e days of i^ligiotis Mdamnfty^ whan I 
(Might witii foy to 'have iiresented tfaetoflfering ^ 
a jmre heart to' Ood, in^prol^eedmg, eoifbrm- 
^y "with the mjnnetion 4x1 ike Aportle* to 
'' examine mysdf, 'and so to eat of that bread* 
and drink of that oup/' what iMd I find^ upon 
inqui^ring into my past life? MaMer^raaonrow 
and temorse. I have lefk "undone what 1 4Hight 
to have done, and could ihave dene : I istae dis- 
obey^ tibe voice df Ae migtfty Gkid, whioh speaks 
in my heartand tntbe €k)i^[>eL f haro-te fatnent 
the coldness of my feelings, and tiie>Ji«ugrBnuus 
of my life. Which mi^ have been vidpinigood 
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works; ** few and far between" have been my 
successful endeavours, in comparison with my ^ 
transgressions. I have given myself up to my 
unruly passions ; I have offended (xod ; I have 
outraged my Benefactor more and more, and in 
a manner wantonly. The law, however, is posi- 
tive — ** The soul that sinneth, it shall dicj;"-:— 
*^ God vnll render to every man according to his 
deedis" — *' tribulation and anguish i^pon every 
soul of man that doeth evil;" and hof> many 
times have I done evil / Therefore, O my God I 
I must be punished by thee, cast off by t^ee, 
peiiiaps for ever. Whom shall I find to calm 
my anguish, and bring me peace ? My fellow- 
sinners, who tremble for themselves, can do 
iK>thing for others : it is in vain that they say, 
^* Peace! Peace 1" while conscience declares 
** there ife no peace." What then can we 
devise to reconcile God to us ? Shall we sacri- 
fice victims ?: ** shall I give the fruit of my body 
ft)r Aie sin of . my soul ?" But the Ix)r4 '' hath 
not as great delight in burnt-offerings, as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord ; " and his ,voice 
we have scorned ; we have resisted his Spirit, 
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and our sins are, as it were, heaped up like a 
mountain, before him, O misery! our terrors 
then will go on increasing — increasing with our 
years — increasing to our death-bed; and even 
there we shall encounter only despair, and the 
dread of appearing before our Judge. — Such are 
the doleful cries of trouble and of anguish 
which ascend from the earth — the cries gf man, 
without a revelation, left to contend with his 
own weakness. 

But what mean those rejoicings and festive 
celebrations, published from one end to another 
of the Christian world? The God of Mercy 
hath had pity upon his creatures — ^he hath 
beheld our afflictions— his compassion is awak-* 
ened— he hath revealed for us a Saviour from 
heaven. We were unable to pierce the 
depths of futurity, and read the secrets of 
the Almighty, in regard to our lot, but 
Christ nrrfolds them to us; we could not 
tear asuodier the awful and impenetrable veil 
which concealed from us the Divine decirees-^^but 
Christ hais^ withdrawn it; we knew not how 
justice and ftiercy could beireconciled-^ut 
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Christ has undertaken to reconcile them; we 
could do nothing for ourselves — ^but Christ has 
done every thing for us: '' He has snfiered — 
the Jui^t for the unjust," — '' he was wounded 
for our tran^pdestions, he was braised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, and with his stripes we are 
healed^" Upon the oross he displays the im- 
mensity, and aoccMnplishes the mysteries, of 
Divine love. He invites us all to fty to Him for 
protection; he tears asunder the writing of our 
condemnation ; his dying voice proclaims pardon 
for the sons of men; from the heaven of heavens, 
w^ere he reigns in glory, he is even now — ^this 
day — this very instant— interceding for us, as 
tbe appointed Mediator between God and man; 
nor <^m the pleading of the Son of God be in 
vain, Methinks I hear a heavenly voice, which 
says to me: Believing soul, be calm, then — 
tmubled conscience, be at rest; go, seal 
thy (»wenant, and receive thy pardon, at tl^ 
aa^raBfisital feast : ^^ there is now no condem- 
Miion to them which are in Christ Jesus ;'^ 
** m% have redemption through his blood, acr 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



31 

cording to the riches of his grace." Oh the 
ooDQipassion of my Redeemer! the love of my 
God! I may. yet be restored, then^ to peace 
and hope — my Almighty Father does not utterly 
reject me : he eJttends his arms ; he invites me 
to throw myself upon his bosom. 

Such are the benefits of the dispensation 
under which we live. Such are the light and 
the consolation which, undiscovered by the 
wisest of mankind, and hidden from the greatecA 
intellects of antiquity, visit and rejoice the humr 
blesl member of the Christian ccmimunity : Aey 
findtheir way alike into the palace and the hovel : 
that atoning cry which went forth from Calvary, 
hath been heard afar--it hath resounded through 
our hearts— we joyfully repeat wiA the Pro- 
phets and Apostles :— '^ How heatUiful upon the 
mountains are tkefiet of hitn that bringeth good 
tid^ngs^ that puhlinketh peace/ Biessed be God, 
wkichf according to his abundant^ mercy ^ hath 
begotten u$ again unto a liweiy hope^ to an 
inheritance iniorruptibie, wnde/iled, amd that 
fadeth not away.^^ 

Yea, blessed indeed be Ood! Obedient to 
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the commands of Isaiah, we raise the scmg of 
triumph in honour of Him who ** hath visited 
and redeemed his people. '^ We call upon 
all mankind to unite with us, on this day 
of rejoicing. Inhabitants of the earth, whose 
infant generations have for xrenturies been 
washed in the waters of baptism, and the 
latter days of whose aged ones have been glad- 
dened by the blessed rays of the Sun of 
Righteousness, join yourselves to those nations 
who are younger in the faith ; lift trp your hands 
and hearts towards the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to bless him for having given his Son to 
the world, and to beseech him to hasten the 
time foretold by the prophets, " when the earth 
shall be covered" with the blessings of the 
Gospel, *' as the waters cover the i?eas." Kings 
of the. earth. Rulers of the people, bk»s the 
King of Kings, th^ Saviour qf your souls. 
You, who groah iii bondage, victims of the 
tyranny or. the mistakes of your fellow-crealured, 
bless that God who sends consolation into your 
dungeons, and who comes to eirchange your 
miseries for immortal expectations. Children of 
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poverty and affliction, whom the hope of finding 
comfort for your souls has assembled within 
these walls; and you, still more unfortunate, 
who are at this hour lamenting in solitude, 
detained by sickness far from the house of 
God, and deprived of the bread of life, — ^forget 
your sufferings and your sorrows for a while, to 
bless the Friend of the miserable, the God whom 
the Gospel reveals, who remembers you in your 
sad seclusion : may his comforts find a way into 
your bosoms on this day of salvation, and cause 
them to leap with a holy joy ! Dry your tears, 
ye redeemed of the Lord ; suppress your sighs ; 
and let no sounds but those of praise and thanks- 
giving be heard to issue from your lips. Let us 
all bless Him who has granted to us his merci^ 
ful and perfect law — that law " more precious 
than silver and gold" — that law which *' cbn-^ 
verts the soul," and which ** is our delight/' 
Let us bless Him as he desires to be blessed— 
by fervent prayer, by deep repentance, by an 
efficacious communion, by a Christian life ; let 
us live only to love and praise Him, and to 
-'* perfect holiness in the fear of God." 

D 
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*' Church of the first-bom/' who are in hcaTen 1 
it is thy choicest occupation to bless the Lord: 
to celebrate with us this joyful day, thy splen- 
dours are displayed ; thy Confessors and Martyrs 
prostrate thertiselvci before Him for whose sake 
they rejoice to ha^e been enabled to die; thy 
Elders cast thdir crowns a* his feet, and with 
redoubled ac<^laihatioQS . ascribe glory to the 
Lamb and to Hhn who sitteth upon the throne. 
Let us, sons of men> join our voices to those of 
that invisible and 'glorious Church, into which 
God will one day graciously introduce us ; let 
Earth, let Heaven, let the whole Universe, bless 
Him, who ** hath comforted his people^ and had 
mercy upon his affiicled.^^ " Prms€ the Lord, 
all his angels^ praise him^ all ye his kosis^ ye 
ministers of his that do his pleasure; ht every 
thing that hath breath praise the Lord;^^ 
and thou, " my sml^ praise the Lord^ and 
forget not all his hmejits ; and let all that 
is within me bless his holy nctme^'' now and foi* 
evermdre. jlmen / 
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JEPHTHAH'S VOW- 
ON RELIGIOUS FANATICISM. 

Naville. 
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SERMON 11. 



Judges, xi. 30, 31. 

And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said. If thou 
shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon into 
mine hands, then it shall he, that whatsoever cometh 
forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I 
return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall 
surely he the Lord's, and I will offer it up for a burnt- 
offering. 



WE read in the chapter whence these words 
are taken, that the people of God, a prey to all 
the horrors of war, were cm the point of yielding 
to the power of their enemies. Already the 
Ammonites were encamped in Gilead. The 
scattered remnants of the army of Israel assem- 
bled in Mizpeh; but a sense of the sins by 
which they had offended Jehovah deprived them 
of all confidence, and no leader could be found 
to command them. In this extremity, the 
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Elders of Gilead applied to Jephthah, their kins- 
man, " a mighty man of valour," whom they 
had expelled in his youth from his father's house, 
on account of the illegitimacy of his birth, or the 
foreign extraction of his mother, (for the Hebrew 
will bear either sense,) and who had retired to 
the land of Tob, to the North of Gilead, where 
he appears to have associated with a band of 
needy adventurers like himself. 

** And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, 
if ye bring me liome again to fight against the 
children of Ammon, and the Lord deliver 
them before me, shall 1 be your head?" This 
condition was accepted and ratified by the 
uiiammfiim!\^oice of Hie Giteailites; and Jepdithah 
l/vaslnade their ^^ head and captain.". 

this p6Bt of honour and dari^ek^, titan hei)6gan 
to prove himself \irorthy)af holding it,|yy Ids 
Hiod«[ution and his justice. His first >medtove 
was'taisend litossengers to remonstrate with tibe 
kingidf the dhiklreii df AihinQki,land. to':'did€^>* 
TouK>to>ihbke)himhseilsiUe.of the^gvdiiiidlei^nefis 
ofhis daim'to a certain territoi^y, b» fvetended 
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right to which, he alleged as his motive to the 
inyasion. Soon coovinced, however, by the 
obi^nate pembtance of the Jung in his ilesign^ 
4>f the inutility ^f any further efforts to maintain 
peace, Jephthah, indued by the Spirit of the Lord 
with the wisdom and courage necessary effec- 
tually to discharge the important office with 
which he was invested, determined not to wait 
for the attack of th^ enemy;, but, passing over 
i»uddenly to the Aimnonites^ advanced to give 
them^battle. 

At the decisive m<mient which was to de« 
te#mine the fate of the two nations, the Chief, 
addressing Jehovah, the supreme arbiter of the 
'afl&irs of nations, sought to secure his favour by 
this-solemn vow: ** If thou, Load, he said, 

SHALT WITHOUT f All. DEIrlVEK TH^ CHIL- 
DR£N OF AmMON INTO UIHE HANDS, THEN 
IT SHALL aE IH/AT WHATSOEVER COMETH 
FORTH. OF amJL DOOititS OF UY H^OU^E TO MEET 
.ME, WHEN I RETUriCN JN.FJEAlCE FROM THE 
OHI^LDBBK OF AhMOI^, v^IIALX SUJBiEtT BE 
THi: LqBD's, AND I WILL OFFER IT UP FOB 
A BURNT-OFFERING." 
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What was the precise import of this vow, and 
how it was fulfilled, are points on which inter- 
preters are not agreed; some contending that 
Jephthah devoted his daughter to a life of 
celibacy, others that she was really sacrificed. 
From an examination of the grammatical struc- 
ture of the passage, we can arrive at no certain 
decision; let us then seek, in arguments of 
another kind, for that information which the 
sacred narrative fails to supply. How impro- 
bable, say those who maintain the former 
opinion, that a man divinely inspired, and whose 
faith is celebrated by the Apostle Paul, should 
have pronounced and executed so barbarous a 
sentence as the death of his only child ! Such 
a thing was never seen in Israel. Where could 
this sacrifice have been performed? In the 
land of Gilead? — Sacrifices were forbidden to 
be ofiered in any other place than that in which 
was the Tabernacle. In the Sanctuary ? — It is 
impossible to believe that the people of Jehovah 
would have dared to pollute his altar with an 
holocaust of a kind so new, so hateful, and so 
expressly prohibited by the Divine law. Who 
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could have officiated in this horrid service? Not 
the priests — for they must have been the first 
to oppose it. Not the magistrates — for they 
would have been setting the example of an auda- 
cious and incredible violation of the law. Not 
a private person — for the office was one which 
no private man was permitted to exercise. Not 
Jephthah himself-for such savage barbarity is 
beyond belief. Granting, however, that, deaf 
to the strong and terrible cry of outraged na- 
ture, he had designed such a sacrifice, and had 
been able to complete it, would his daughter, 
upon learning the fatal sentence, simply have 
demanded to be allowed to " bewail her vir- 
ginity,'* without even naming the frightful death 
to which she was devoted ? 

Such are the arguments of those who contend 
that Jephthah devoted his daughter to a life of 
celibacy. They, on the other hand, who hold 
that she was immolated, assert that no argument 
can be founded either on the commendation 
passed upon Jephthah by St. Paul — the Apostle 
having in view, in the passage alluded to, only 
his confidence in God ; or on the expression. 
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that "the Spirit of the Lord came upon" him — 
Eothing more bemg meant by those words, tl^an 
that God endowed him with courage and skill 
to jBubdue . his enemiejs ; , or, lastly, tha^t the 
tnnoceAt victim of his ;Xjash yow asjced " to 
bewail her vijrginity," ajid not her death— rto 
die in celil^tcy ^being for, women, among, the 
Ipraejites, an opprobrium, and a kind of <;urse. 
The ,qpinion that it was a real .saoriftce^ is 
supported by the suffrage of all antiquity, 
Jewish and Christian; whilcrthe cpqtrafy notion 
>¥as >never ^advanced till it^e twelfth ceutury, 
about two thousiand years after ;the eyent. 
Besides, had nothing more foeei^ cpnjtiem|4ated 
than ^ the. conseoration .of the;4aughter of the 
Chief to the Lord, this conseQration might have 
tak^n oplftoe :witihput her bjeii^ obliged to 
renoum^e , marriage. , Samuel ?an4 §pWtpson were 
married, though, voyred to ; Jehovah : nor do ,we 
find in the ) Old pfestament a:&inglse4^^t9Jice of 
eeiibaicjy, observed on religious grounds. It is 
tm&i that theidea of a man's J?inding himsetf> .by 
a solemn obligatipn, to sacrifice the fif||t person 
l>ei$hould.mee1^ ligugh it were his own .child, is 
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frightful; and it is likewise true, that the 
Almighty had declared that he held hmnan 
isacrifices in abhorrence; but in the time of 
Jephthah, the Israelites were corrupted by 
idolatry ; the Chief hiiftself had been accus- 
tomed to a kind of life which was calculated 
to subdue the purity of his religious principles, 
and his vow may have been uttered in the heat 
of battle, and without reftection. 

You have heard. My Brethren, thfe principal 
arguments alleged by the commentators on 
either side, in support of the respective opinions 
by which they are divided. If, like them, you 
are also divided in c^inion on the ^(rints in dis- 
pute, *you ai^sufedly will toot *be so in regard to 
the judgment you will form respecting the con- 
duct of his daughter. 

** So ^Jephthah," idoritinttes the sacred liisto- 
rian, ** passed over uhto the' children of Ammon, 
to fight agaiinst them ; and thie'Lord d^liv^red 
th^m into hfe hatfds, aiidJler^flttiote them with a 
very great daughter;— -And J^^phihab oame to 
Mizpeh unto this house, «nd, behold, has 
daughter came out to meet hhn*withi;mibrels 
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and with dances : and she was his only child ; 
beside her he had neither son nor daughter. 
And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he 
rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter ! 
thou hast brought me very low, and thou art 
one of them that trouble me ; for I have opened 
my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back. 
And she said unto him. My father, if thou hast 
opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me 
according to that which hath proceeded out of 
thy mouth ; forasmuch as the Lord hath taken 
vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the 
children of Ammon." 

This simple and most affecting narrative. My 
Brethren, none of you, I am persuaded, can 
have heard without emotion: there can be 
among you but one feeling of pity and admira- 
tion for this youthful victim of parental rash- 
ness, and for the meek resignation and filial 
piety displayed by her in that interview, the 
result of which was so different from what she 
must naturally have expected, on the return 
of a beloved faAer, crowned with victory, 
from the perils of war. 
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No doubt, this unexpected blow must have 
caused the most violent revulsion of feeling ; 
and her immediate impressions must have been 
made up of a frightful mixture of indignation, 
grief, and despair. But — such is the power of 
virtue, such the hallowed force of generous 
sentiments — she presently masters those first 
emotions of her soul ! She represses the most 
delightful and most powerful feelings of nature ; 
the most brilliant prospects, and the delicious 
hopes of her prosperous youth, she is prepared 
to sacrifice to her Father, her Country, and her 
God. Not a reproach, not a complaint, not a 
murmur, escapes from her lips. The few words, 
fiill of exquisite simplicity, which she makes 
use of, express only the afiectionate piety of a 
loving heart, and the most unaffected resigna* 
tion : — *' My father ^ if thau hast opened thy 
mouth unta the Lord, do to me according to 
that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth ; 
forasmuch as the Lord hath taken vengeance 
for thee of thine enemies^ evm of the children of 
Ammon.'' 
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While^ by transimttiug from age tq age the 
story of the sublime devotednew of Jephthah's 
daughter, the iospiired narrator caanqt £sdl to 
rouse in the bosoms of men of eveiy period and 
erery place the warmest sentiito^tttg of admira- 
tioQ for the child; his recital^ no loss lemble than 
affecting, is likewise calculated, by ex;hibiting 
in the conduct oS the fath^ a most deplorabk 
instance of misguided pi^ty, to warn mankind, 
in all times and cosuntries, into what fearful 
excesses they may be drawn, by blindly giving 
themselves up^ to an unenlightened iieligious 
zeal. 

In the conduct of Jephthah, as seen in tlm 
transaction, all the usual characteristic qualities 
of FALsx ZEAL meet together: it displays i^o- 
ranee — he does not appear to have any know-- 
ledge either of the spirit or the letter of tlw 
Holy Scriptures. It displays imprudmee — he 
binds himself by an obligation, the consequences 
of which he could not foresee^ It displays 
9i$lf^conceit-^%\iete must doubtless have been in 
Israel wise and enlightened men, who sought 
to dissuade him from the accomplishment of 
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his imhallowed vow; yet he persists in his rescH 
lution. It displays an inhuman indifference 
to the feelings af nature — ^he glories in the 
conquest of his parental tenderness. Lastly, it 
displays contempt of conscience itself — had the 
written law given him power to dispose of his 
child, other laws, impressed upon his soul by 
the immediate hand of Grod, forbad his making 
use of that power for the purpose of depriving 
the devoted virgin of her most sacred rights. 
And such, My Brethren, with some littk 
variations, are the qualities which constitute 
false zeal, in every country and in every age. It 
is that ignorance^ which implicitly and blindly 
submits to the voice of a mere human oracle; 
and deems, the more revolting its decrees are to 
reason and conscience, the greater the merit of 
obeying them ; not reflecting, in its pious folly, 
that such obedience is resistance to the voice 
of God himself. It is that false knowledge 
which clings to the letter, while it destroy* 
the spirit ; which, never so well pleased ad 
when surrounded with darkness, takes advan-* 
tage of an obscure passage to deny doctrines the 
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most clearly revealed; which sets up a claim 
to piety, proportioned to its want of good sense, 
and to its excess of that daring spirit that would 
subvert the foundations of Christianity by means 
of instruments which Christianity itself appears 
to supply it with. It is that imprudence — that 
rashness — ^which regards as nothing the instincts 
and afifections of nature; which, unable to 
approach the reason, seeks to strike the ima- 
gination, and by this means shakes the most 
rooted and cherished convictions of men, and 
plunges them into an abyss of tormenting 
doubts; which shows itself the most fearless, 
when those whom it attacks are the most en- 
feebled ; which, devoid of all respect even for 
the most genuine sentiments of humanity, 
seems to delight in aggravating the sufferings of 
the sick, and in hastening the last moments of 
the dying. It is, above all, that spiritual pride 
which decideSi with unhesitating assurance, 
points that have been debated to no purpose for 
ages ; which, presuming to pass sentence with- 
out remission, on all who refuse to acknowledge 
its decrees, carries its extravagance so fsur as 
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to deny the title of such to the name of 
Christians; which appears to prize the doc- 
trines of the Reformation only for the reason 
that -they enable it, on the prostrate ruins of 
the authority of Popes and Councils, to set 
up its own ridiculous pretensions to infalli- 
bility. It is that unreflecting impetuosity in 
religious matters, which would confound the 
domains of conscience and the laws of the land, 
and summon the power of the magistrate against 
those opinions, and the aid of force in those 
controversies, which, belong exclusively to the 
province of thought and calm inquiry. It is 
that fanaticism which assails nature, even in 
her inmost sanctuary, — robs the authorities who 
preside over established institutions, of the con- 
fidence and respect of those placed under their 
controul, — introduces coldness between friends, 
and distrust among relatives, — substitutes an 
artificial and constrained show of good- will for 
the ourdial intercourse of accustomed fami- 
liarity, — ^and, by attempting to draw a line 
between what is due to earthly relations and 
what the claims of ftdth require, withers the 
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heart, and deprives the exercise of the affectimis 
of all its charm. It is, in a word, that spiritual 
bUndness which ultimately succeeds in perrert- 
ing the sense of rectitude, and sets the stamp of 
piety upon such actions as morality condemns. 

False zeal, and the deplorable excesses to 
which it leads, present abundant matter for 
useful reflectioii at all times; but, under the 
circumstances which at present surround us. 
My Christian Brethren, this subject peculiarly 
recommends itself to the attention of your 
Preachers. So many persons are to be met 
with in our time, who, in the honest sincerity of 
their hearts, mistake the servile compliances of 
an unenlightened conscience, the dreams of la 
bewildered imagination, and the numberless 
suggestions df canity and self-love, for theinj^pi- 
rations of piety, — Religion, long persecuti^d by 
its enemies, is noWj in turn/ suffering so4eeply 
from the hekdlohg indiscretion of those smabng 
its friends wli6 maintain an opposition b^weioh 
it and the light of knowledge and the dictates 
of reason^— who invest it with their hminab 
posi^ons, contract it ,to liieir narrow views, ^md 
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represent it under a form cmtculated to prejudice 
against it every refiecting person who ha^ the 
misfortune of baying first regarded the subject 
under this evroneous a8pe6t,-^that one might 
reasonably fear that the spirit of Glniistiaility 
would yield to the exerticms of thdar weH-'ifieant 
but misdirected activity, liid not the history cf 
the human mind demonstrate to ^tts^ that, at 
various epochs, the very same notions, the same 
contentions, the same intolemnce, the ssune 
piiaciples of conduct, have for a tim6 agitated 
divers countries, and again fallen into utter 
oblivion. Thus suffering fmm the mistaken 
zeal of those who might have been expected to 
advance its cause, the Religion of Christ calls 
upon its ministers to oppose to those reprssenta*^ 
tions.whtch disfigure it, fay making ittmswcarable 
for tiie^xtravagant dogmas, ihtoleraiittiews, and 
unsocial precepts of such persons, the majestic 
simplicity oi its doctrines-r-rtthe affeetitig beautj^ 
of itsmorality-^theplain and prai6ti<^ nature of 
its instructions-^t-tbe mildna^s of its conunahd-r 
merits— the indulgency of its judgnients — the 
boundless reach of its beneficence — theeniighti 
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ened charity with which it blends the warmest 
zeal for the salvation of souls, with that discre- 
tion which the frailties of our nature demand. 
It calls upon them to show how much there is 
in the faith which we profess, adapted to raise 
us above the influence of our mean interests 
and narrow prejudices, to enlarge our views, to 
ennoble our conceptions, to purify and soften 
our affections, — how much there is, in short, to 
recommend the Gospel to the esteem of honour- 
able minds, to the admiration of men of lofty 
intellect, and to the love of every good and 
feeling disposition. 

Should your ministers, from worldly com- 
pliance, from fear of censure, from private 
interest or presumption, decline to answer that 
appeal which Revelation addresses to them, 
in the critical position in which it is placed by 
the caprices of the human mind, they would be 
guilty of betraying the cause committed to their 
trust. God forbid. Brethren, that we should 
dishonour our office by such base compli- 
ances ! God forbid, that any regard to motives 
of human prudence should induce us to cor- 
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nipt or to withhold the Divine Word which 
is confided to us — that, called to be dispensers 
of the faith, we should have respect in our 
preaching to any other object than the triumph 
of Truth and Righteousness ! 

The various observations already suggested 
by the text, leave us no time to pursue further 
the important task which it appeared particu- 
larly to impose upon us — to defend the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ against the errors and 

EXCESSES OF A WILD AND MISJUDGING RE- 
LIGIOUS zeal: we shall therefore conclude 
this discourse by briefly pointing out to you the 
source of those errors and those excesses. 

The unhallowed source of these evils is the 
maxim, openly professed by some and implicitly 
received by others — That we are allowed to do 
£vil, in order to promote the interests of Reli- 
gion — that every thing is lawful for the Glory 
of God. 

Open the annals of History, and the traces 
of this horrible maxim will be laid open to you, 
in every country, and under every form of reli- 
gion, in the flames which it has kindled, the 
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blood which it has caused to flow» and the 
cries of the vn^tf^hed victims it has iiomolated* 
You will behold it conyerting mere ojHiiiiODs 
into pretexts of prescriptiion and death/ ' This 
maxim it was, which, in less enlightened times^ 
on the mere ground of some shades of difference 
in belief, deprived .whole classes of citizens of 
their mostsacred rights, and exposed them to 
slaughter . . and . extermination ; . which peopled 
the dungeons, apd applied the tortures, of the 
Inquisition— in r^A€ name of a Oi^d of justice 
and nwrcy ; which, equally .adopted by parties 
who were agreed on, no Qther point, commanded 
the massacre of St., Bartholomew, and dragged 
the unha^ppy ServetmJio the stake. Thank 
God I from such abominations the sentinients, 
habits, and manners of the period in which we 
live, are entirely abhorrent; and that falfte zeal 
whidi respects nothing else, is at least forced to 
respect the spirit of the age. All, however, 
which the age permits, it doesrr-and what evils 
is it not the occasion of, even now! 
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Theve are countries in which the mass of ithe 
people are still Icept in Ignorance and slavisry; 
in which: they are deg^raded, and interdicted 
fitMn the means of improvement ; in which every 
thing that might inform their jn^nd$ and.^xalt 
their ccmditiDn is forbidden— cwid a// ^r the 
glory of God! Others there are, in wluch the 
Church is torn by divisions ; in which congrega- : 
tions are stimulated to rebellion against pious 
and exemplary pastors, who are denoun^d .to 
them, asjdievouring wolves ; in which the seeds 
of mutual estrangement, uneasiness, and do- 
mestic discord,, are unsciupulqusly sown in: 
families; tin which, parents, are. condemned to; 
see the child whom they have reared with the 
utmost tendemess,-T-6n whomall their ^mforts: 
depended, — ^whom they had associated with, 
every purpose and every scene of their exist- 
ence in this world, and their eveag? hope of 
happiness in another,-^separate himself fronL 
them in the most affecting concerns of life ;^-— to 
see him seek for his devotions another sanctuary, 
and, doubtless, anoth^ God than Him beneath 
whose guidance they have continued to lavish 
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upon him the most afiectionate cares; — ^to see 
him destroy that community of hopes, through 
which their mutual relations are extended be- 
yond the grave, — coldly calculate, according to 
rules emanating from a heart frozen by fklse zeal, 
the exact measure of his filial duties, satisfied, 
in the mean time, that he sufficiently discharges 
them if he offers his parents mere outward 
respect and worldly support, — and, with a super- 
ciliousness for which it is hard to find a name, 
beseech Heaven that that venerable father and 
pious mother, whose exertions were unremitted 
to ground his youthful mind in the principles 
and love of truth, may become Christians after 
his pattern. And this shameless insult to nature 
and religion is also sanctioned under pretence 
of promoting the glory of God ! 

From the consideration of this pernicious 
maxim, upon which all the extravagances of false 
zeal are either openly or by implication founded, 
we may obtain a sure means of distinguishing 
the true/ If a doctrine tends to encourage 
pride^— to weaken the ties of affection and 
charity — to disseminate strife and discontent — 
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it is to no purpose. My Brethren, in forming a 
judgment upon it, to plunge into endless dis- 
cussicms about the meaning of particular pas- 
sages : it is already irrevocably condemned by 
the common voice of reason and the Grospel; 
and, however good may be the intentions, how- 
ever pious may be the behaviour and the lan- 
guage of those who would propagate it, I am 
justified by all that I know of mankind, by the 
dictates of my conscience, and by numberless 
declarations of Scripture, in asserting that the 
zeal by which they are actuated is false and 
unsound, — a zeal opposed to every sentiment 
of truly enlightened piety, — the effect of which 
is to injure the faith it boasts to defend and to 
reform, and which takes advantage of a hollow 
semblance of Christianity to overthrow Chris- 
tianity itself. What the fruits of true zeal 
are, the Holy Spirit has told us. They are 
*^ peacCy goodness, love, righteousness, truth y^ 
that peace, which can never be maintained by 
those who make diversity of opinions a motive 
of separation, and a ground of discord; that 
goodness, which is prolific in charitable devices 
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to accommodate itself to weak brethren, and 
which regards with/veneration 'the affections of 
nature; that love,, whidi forbids men to judge 
harshly of withers ib the present life, much 
more to pronounce sentence of cc«demnation 
with respect, to their condition in the life to 
come; that righteousness which respects the 
just claims, of all mankind, and, judging of all 
by the rule which conscienci^ supplies; admits 
no other moral distinctions between men, than 
such as. are .founded on itheir principles and 
conduct; that truths or sincerity, which pre- 
vents the Cl^istian fromioiming even at the most 
laudable ends by corrupt tmd tortuous nieans. 
Peace, goodness, love, righfed>usness; truth-^ 
these. My Br^thfen, sure the qualities which 
distinguish. t^/-zeaL which is indeed fitted to 
promote the Divine Glory ; and may your zeal 
in the cause.of the Gospel so unite these 
qualities, as to produce ^sach ihnts as are the 
pledge of eternal felicity ! Amen. 
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THE CREATION OF EVE. 

C. H. Battard. 
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Genesis, xi. 18 — 24. 

And the Lord Ood said, It is not good that the man should 
be alone ; I will make him an help meet for him. And 
out of the ground the Lord Ood formed every beast of 
the field, and every fowl of the air ; and brought them 
unto Adam, to see what he would call them : and what- 
soever Adam called every Itving creature, that was the 
name thereof. And Adam gaye names ^o all cattle, and 
to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field ; 
but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 
And the Lord Ood caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he slept : and he took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which 
the Lord Ood had taken from man, made he a woman, 
and brought her unto the man. And Adam said. This 
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh : she 

* This Sermon was delivered in the course of the weekly 
CongregaHans of the Church at Geneva, before which all the 
ministers are required to preach in rotation, and on which 
occasions it is customary to treat the principal historical sub- 
jects of the Old and New Testaments. Some of these Sermons 
lie CongrSgaHoH are among the most brilliant efforts of the 
GenevQie Pulpit ; and among such the Editor cannot but be 
of opinion, that the reader will agree with him in placing the 
present discourse. 
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shall be called woman^ because she was taken out of 
man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife : and they shall 
be one flesh. 



MAN occupies no more than a . ppint in the 
inttnensity of the universe, yet no subject is 
beyond the reach of his restless thoughts ; he 
seeks to explore all things; heaven and earth 
ave alike! open to his inquiries, nor in his 
daring pursuit, of knowledge does he hesi- 
tate to enter the very abode of Go4 himself. 
;This peculiar activity, as might be expected^ is 
especially displayed in regard to what more 
directly concerns himself. No sooner does 
his understwding unfold its poweir^, than, he 
begins to regard himself with interest and 
reflection. What am I ? he anxiously asks, and 
where ? By what means was. it ith?tt X and t\ke 
world which I inhabit, began to exist? and 
wh^t is sgy final destinatipp? Notwithstai^ding 
all his sigacity, My Brethren, it must be ac- 
knowledgpdi that had man been left to h^is own 
inquiries on these important points, he would 
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only have lost himself in the wide field of con- 
jecture. But God did not wish that any 
lawful desire of his creatures should remain 
unsatisfied. Unwilling that mankind should be 
left in ignorance of themselves, and uncertainty 
respecting the grounds of their happiness. He 
has revealed to us the treasures of his wisdom ; 
he has changed our natural darkness into 
light; the mystery of our nature has been 
unveiled ; we have learned with certainty both 
the original source and final purpose df our 
existence. With regard to our origin, in par- 
ticular, Divitie Revelatioft is express and simple. 
It discovers to our view the cradle ' of the 
human race ; it makes us, in a manner, present 
at the creation; it exhibits to us the birth 
of our first parents ; it shows us man animated 
by the Spirit of God, placed as lord ovei^ t*« 
works of the Most High, and put in possession 
of an abode suited to his wantfe and d^sitibs. 
In order that he might effectually ehjdy' the 
Divine benefits, it was necesSary that he shoulti. 
have a fit Companion: sueha com|mnioti'was 
given to him ; and here. My Brettareii, we haVe 
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that particular circumstance of the creation, 
which our text calls upon us this day to set 
before you. To consider the fib$t uwiok 
FOEMEB ON EARTH, and to investigate, in that 
union, consecrated by the Almighty, the origin 

AND BASIS Of THE HOLY INSTITUTION OF 

MARRIAGE, are the objects of this discourse. 
To solicit your attention, to a subject so calcu- 
lated to win it, can scarcely be necessary: — 
let us, therefore, only beseech the " Fadier of 
Lights " to grant his blessing upon your inten- 
tions and our endeavours; and that, in ord^ 
to give effect to our meditations on his Word, 
his Spirit may accompany it in your hearts. 

I. ** And the Lord God said. It is not good 
that the man should be alone : I will make him 
an help meet for him.'' God speaks. My Bre- 
thren, when he executes. The Holy Scriptures 
attribute to the Almighty those faculties with 
which he has endowed intelligent corporeal 
beings : hence they ascribe speech to Him, 
whose mere volition imparts activity to every 
thing that exists. In order to instruct mankind. 
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the teacher must make himself understood ; he 
must speak their language, and present the 
loftiest conceptions in a familiar form. The 
business of the sacred writers being to acquaint 
us with the proceedings of eternal wisdom, they 
purposely lower the Divine nature ; cldtlnng it 
with a body, aad enduing it with hliman organs, 
as a means of admitting us to the counsels of 
the Almighty, and of enabling us to conceive 
the motives of his supreme designs. 

'* The Lord God said, It is not good that the 
man should be alone: I will make him an help 
meet for him,'' How many blessings to man 
will have their source in this pure and affecting 
connection ! There, united in interests with his 
companion, by means of bonds sanctioned by 
religion, he will labour in concert Mrith her for 
their common prosperity ; there, in that perfect 
intimacy, they will both find the alleviation of 
their toils, and the consolation of their sorrows ; 
there will they form those hallowed relations, 
which bind so forcibly the parent to the child, 
the child to his parent ; there will effectual and 
unceasing solicitude have its reciprocal recom- 
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pease in devotedoess^ resp^t, and ^iff^Qtiofi^^ 
g^titu^e ; there^ under the immedinte protection 
of <Jod, the hearts of his creatures will expatidi 
tp^every sweet emotion of feelii^jeindiofnataiiie/ 
\Vliat^ above all, marks the e^pell^enc^ ofj thi^ 
sacred institution, isf, that in^ it the maa aiid 
th^ woman bath concur, by; i96«sis, of d^ffsiient 
qualitjfis, to tbfe ^ftrnftiCnd. Th^ m^wm paftni* 
festly. designed to diiipharge t^e. BKMre seyer0 
functions of our condition ; the other* weftker 
bi|t morp delicate, i$ formed. to ,sQcondvhis ruder 
laboursjt or occasionally to supej'sede t^em, by 
applying tq tho^e assiduo^s occupiiktiipn^ wh^h 
more, p^u}iarly, demand p$t^ience and 9d^^& 
TbsA which tbc! -OPP acquires by meaiii^ of « a(;t^ye 
ii^dustry, th^^ other preserves by prudent and 
well-rfig)il?ited eco^kOD^y- I^P one, bold; apd 
adventurous in ,hi% projects^ c(;^9ceives and ^^c^h 
c^i^tes with . ^gortir ; the ot^ri distinguished by. 
a lively, and ac^te(SensibtUity, follows all, ti^w^ 
intiioaQi€)s witti the^ nicest precision: t^e onei 
is ec^^illed to €|09mia^ by.thie pos§essioa;f,of 
stireAgth ; the other^ though o<?cupying the second 
plsce,. subd»es> by a pQiver pepulia? to her§elf> 
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him who claiitts to govern : she directs not, she 
persuades ; by seetniag to yield, she rules ; the 
spell of her empire iiS iu her meektieiss, and her 
sway is softened and rendered acceptable by 
the agreeable mariner in Which it is exfer<Jlsed» 

** The Lord God said. It is not meet for mdH 
W be alone. And out of the gfoUnd^ the Lord 
God formed every beast 6f the fteld, and every 
fhiiii of the air; and- brought them urito Adam, 
to see what he woiitd valV thlsfrit and what* 
sdever Adam called every living creature, that 
Was the name thereof' When the Creator^ 
peopled the earth with irihabitSirits, and con* 
ferred upon them the blessing of fecundity, he 
designed their subjectioii' to a creature of a 
superior order, capable of usmg his benefits 
with gratitude, and of presenting' befoi'e Him 
thfe homag€l of all riature. Of these numerous 
liting creatur^, some wdre to abide with Adam, 
to serve him, in thiat magnificent Paradise, the 
culture of vdiich was entrusted ^6 his care ; and 
to lend their powerful aid to assist hi* posterity, 
dfei^ned to fertilize, with the sweat of their 
bfbw, a soil which could miriister to their wants 
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only in proportion to the constant and painful 
toil bestowed upon it. Another class, though 
at first, so long as the primeval innocence and 
happiness lasted, without either ferocity or fear, 
were socm to fly befwe man ; or else, by in- 
vading his welfare, to awaken his prudence and 
industry, to secure l^iniself from their inroads. 
A third kind comprised those winged creatures^ 
so different in fprm and habits, which enliven 
the fields and solitary forests with their diversi- 
fied notes. By his possession of reason and 
intellect, which govern -all things, those beings 
to whom God has purposely granted only that 
instinct which is adapted to their preservation, 
or to promote their utility to their master, are. 
brought under subjection to man: at the com- 
m^d of the Lord, they appear before their 
new created sovereign. Adam distributes them 
into classes, and gives names to them according 
to their natures and species, in the same way as 
a king takes an account of his subjects, and 
assigns to each of them his rank and office. 

But among all this variety of organized ex- 
istences, every one of which be$u^, after its 
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kind, the stamp of their Creator's perfections, 
Adam discovers none which, endowed with a 
soul like his own, could share with him their 
common thoughts and affections — could aid him 
MTith its counsels, partake in his pleasures, com- 
fort him in his distresses. He perceives no one 
creature gifted with faculties sufficiently e^icel- 
lent to contemplate with an eye crif intelligence 
the glorious spectacle of the universe, and, sub- 
limely aspiring towards the source of so many 
wonders, like him to send up to heaven the 
incense of praise and thanksgiving. Surrounded 
by a throng of his subjects aind tributaries, he 
has the affliction of nowhere meeting with a 
companion worthy of himself In the midst of 
this fnultitude of living creaturi&s, incapable of 
understanding and responding to his thoughts; 
he still finds himself alone. ^ His heart, seeking 
to disclose its feelings, yearns for a friend, 
a consort, another seif: hii^' bliss is imperfect, 
since he ^^nciot communicate it ; his existence 
fitpp^ars io hitn but hdf-completed ; his solitary 
domliiion He feels tb be "without glory, as well 
as without delight and advantage : he is weary 
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even of his superiority ; and that lofty ntnk, 
wb^^h so Bobly distinguishes him from the re^ 
of animated nature, is, in his eyes, qo more than 
an empty and irksome decpraticm. " Adam,'' 
Wje are told in the text, '' gave nanies to alf 
cattle^ and to the /owl of the air, and to every 
beast of the J^ld; but for him there wm not 
found an help. meet for him'\ 

IL Th^ grQ9|;est ^ork of the Creatwr, how- 
ever. My Brethr^, will »ot long remain ui^- 
^nished a^ i^ipi^rfect : th^ perple^tily of our $i^t 
parent will have an e^d ; .^he vdice of his'tha)^]^ 
givings tp his Creator will be agitated no longer 
by si^ret uneasiness; his sad as^ melancholy 
eye will no longer hftye to search for that 
p»jjEPT which is to ifc^aaoyehfe un^uieti^^, w»d 
gU jthevoid in hfe bosom : a beittg like himse}f» 
^o^ed like him with thfe gifts, of setisibility 
wA reflection, is about, to, giy^ m in^eisst, ai» 
§nd> and, an expectancy, to his.^steqce. Tb§ 
SQveireign idf ;iiature will be w longer Joiw^ly; m 
his, empire 1 its glory will become valMble i» 
bis eyes, from the time when be wfll be ftblp to 
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sliafe it%hii the partner of his lot. Without his 
tot)\rledg«, bilt firom his own substance, Will the 
Creator fd ffia ibr lifaa, ihe c6mpanion whom he 
seeks, iand "^HMDse presenee he invokes.— >Sleep 
h&s dbied ov^ )ttm its rH^ powedbl infinence — 
h& heafis »6l,=iaes nbt-r4[e lieswitiiout motion— 
"his sttixiety hits ptos€d awdy ; — already dea^ 
appears t» htft^c him in its power. " 77te Lord 
Gad^cmseiaikepiieep ^ofiill t^ Adam, and 
ht'9tt^;WidHe micoiie'-^fniHH^:' 

Bdt, what can &6 mbtot 1)^ dili^eii^ular and 
mysterious operaticfti* Wky st6ep Adam in a 
S«a«B bf tethairgy iSA "appajerit deatfe, ih order 
to take his companion frbm^e very substance 
df his body? GouW 'vxk ihe^clay of the learth bt 
ttade *o R^e iair her, asi'«r thfe t>ther animated 
creatures? Nay, could not God, without any 
othiS? ^ttby 'ftafl' hfe iiieAi' Vrfll, have presented 
h* inst&ijfaii^usiy to the VifeVr oi her delighted 
hiJfibtiMI '■ Had tiot kothingh^^ confess^ his 
fiatt kadWs th@ W6m«^bi« tiiduth^ which had 
afihle^^'^^ 'fiiafiy ijt1}hdei:^,"p<^erless to bring 
fiMmtTi^Thda^i-of ktitiiaflfaiid? the ways of 
Ai^ Ci«h«bir ^te, iib dottbt, intetutable — v*o cafi 
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fathom their depths or calculate their direroity ? 
Animated by his wwd, the basest dust caa pro^ 
duce the most noble and most perfect creature ; 
when it pleases Him, non-existence becomes 
the source of life ; and that which was not, 
called forth by his yoice^ takes its place among 
existences. JBut it is for the very reason, My 
Brethren, that all means whatsoever are at the 
4ii?po8al of the Alwighty, that we are bound to 
adore Him in his proceedings, however strange 
they may appear to us: wh^, therefore^ we 
contemplate Him taking the fii^t woman fh^a 
the side of her future consort, ought we not to 
seek, with humility, under this venerable epa- 
]i>)em, the intention of the creating God, and 
the salutary lessons which he designed thereby 
tocoflc^v^y? 

The first lesson included in the mystery of 
the creation of wom^, is, h^r dignity and 
;K<?BLEjr j;ss. Partaking the nature of man, who 
himself w:as made in thp image of his AutiifC^i 
^WBifmy like hifla, will possess a souj ii^ligt^^it 
aad free ; like him, sh^ will be *ble to reliA with 
delight the ;piire»pJe*iBures of yirtwe> to, love tjie 
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good by choice, to attach ha»elf with ardour to 
the beautifiil, to perceive with abhorrence the 
turpitiide of vice : able, like him, to ascend to the 
smiroe of her being, she will seek her happiness 
and perfection in God, and, despising the vani- 
ties of the iKrorld, will raise her r^ards and her 
hopes to heaven.— The second lesson is, the 

ISUBORDINATION OF THE WOMAN TO HER 

HEAD. As the Ghurcb is subordinated to her 
spiritual Spouse, who brought her forth in the 
pains of death, and in the darkness of the grave> 
which He endured for a brief space, so shall the 
woimm be subordinated to her Head ; who, while 
imder the influence of a deep supernatural 
lethargy, and seemingly covered with the shades 
of dealfh, communicated to her in his own subr 
stance the principle^ of life with which he tvas 
animated. — ^The third lesson is,. the uition and 

INTIMATfi iBEJLATION OOP TdE WEDDE0 PAIR. 

Adam ^contemplates himself m his compamon; 
in Itmoglhei^ he loves himself-^in her he live* 
and bieaifiies^ 'She wifev on her piart, beholds a 
&tbeir in ber husband: she lives with his lifb,r— 
bi& substabce %is her substance; As she exists 
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through hm^Mhefmf^tiBhx) toexist/^ htm — to 
devote to bxm her thoughts and her aifeati(Mi8» 
**'Tit rib, which Ike^JJoviXiod imd iakm.fpm 
Mm^madehe a waman^ Md Inm^t her uBto the 

'' TheIj(mtGvi h^might kef wf$0 4ht mm:' 
led t»y tioce hand of God» the wife, ttiRehed 
with the most preciocB endowments^ isffarougtrt 
info the presende of. the fauabttnd, Ml whose 
wishes she is to jomipl^te^ in,'^dsejidbkim»tyf 
her (form lad iS^iJtisdei^ ':fetiid<]ii the 'divaae ^^ 
ptreaakm whjch beamou iipc^ her oeniitiejflmce> 
he reQo^nse* het who jwiiiomiuotidn hier sove*- 
reigixty over his afiGBciiions^ l^ tbe irDesistible 
fetce «of gentlentess Bnd l^erenasion-^he i^ecog- 
nises her,35uidib[iBtantlyJUife uDJeaemisss which, in 
i^yite 6f hunself^ pre^edlupoh ilia solilaty bliss, 
dnapprani^ to the 8ika»ta of .suirprise siicceed 
the Qutponraa^of tendemeBBAaiid joft here 
cognises lier*^anflk liow'Mgedy doeft he yi^ld 
to the desfre of oommunieaiing «to hf^ those 
feeUiigs wbdck so iraptimmsly dir hi»%c»o&il-<^ 
with what ahridity he catehto thb aliglrti^43(mbidi 
whkh escape from her Ups i-^howiahd aifected 
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by. the zce&oto of that voice which he has ao 
k^ged.to b^ar! He r^cpgnines her! and all 
tbuigs M^ chained for him— patwe puts on 
new beaU1y> aod tte fon^objeeto which lately 
seemed to him ao cheerless* i^^twithsta&diiig 
til w. pomp aad magoifiei^ce, appear now to 
assume vitaUty^ in order to . partake his delight 
lugyd h€«p«e alwiwrs in his feUcity. BehaV hpr 
at Imgthy k^ e;p»laims with tfam^pQErt^-JSTw 
who, taken ff^m my ipit)9M4nce« and endowed 
wijth Unities Uke mine, is to beoome the 
arhitress of my lo*,r-:to eaUn my ^inquietudM, 
to gladdm my ^^isleaiQe, and to sweeten iUie 
h^ter cnp of jwrrow and disgrace! It is I 
that live in her — ^it is I that breathe and move 
und^r a Q9W form. ph,. h«^ ulial} I e;3q)i»ss the 
fyU ff^^ of ow mims^ ^p^wie^ion.? I will 
^ ^ fay ft mm§ homm^ frw* that which 
was ifiysenjto mysetf-rr'^iS*^ AbiaU he c^AM 

Tb«^, .^ntemplatiB^ with that;|Wfpfw«9d fore- 
S^, which b^wime ik^ al>gua*;pa^Mriarch of all 
the families i£ the .eairth» ^ li^tmrity whkh 
seema noly secured to him> ami tfSttm% to the 
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posterity of which their nuptials were to be the 
pledge, '^ For THIS cause," he declares with 
moral solemnity, — beciause of our intimate union, 
and in order to perpetuate the remembrance of 
it among our desceiKlants, who will be' destined 
to the same ties — ** shall a man leave his 

FATHER AI^D HIS MOTHER, AND SHALL 

cleav^e TJNTO HIS WIFE." Between thatti all 
tilings ig^l be common, — interests, affections, 
desires, will — all shall conspire to remind them 
of the identity of nature in that primitive pair, 
whose union tiie Creator tfcis day ^hallows. — 
Here the explanation of the text condudes ; let 
iks How briefly consider the <k)nsequences which 
flow from it> . - \ ^ 

What an Institution, My Brethren, which 
claims God himself fol* its autiior ! How solemn 
is it in its' import — ^hoMr sacred in its engage** 
ttients — how a<imfe»able m iftie end^wMch it pro- 
{KAte]ir!--4To^howt)erious an examination, then, 
ought the- ' motives' 6f ^ tlidse to be liubjected^ 
who propose ta submit to its Uws! Such 
are the circttmstances which charaeterize^ maor- 
riagei God himself established it; God presided 
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at the performainee ol^!ifi|^fc^ pi^SS^^ 
This sacred origin of the *iti|s^atioa expressly 
condemns those unthinkidg'^ersons, who per- 
ceive nothing in Wedlock but an ordinary en 
gagement^ in regard to which no more is re* 
quired than to ascertain the persons^ and deter- 
mine the reciprocal interests concerned; ai^d 
who, consequaitly, look with indifference and 
disdain upon thosie religious ceremonies which 
are appointed for its consecration, and to render 
its importance and its grandeur obvious to alL 
What maturity of counsel did the Lord of heav^i 
and earth bring to this holy ordii^ance I That 
Omnipotent Being, who caused light to spring 
forth from the abyss of dsirkuess with a single 
word, pauses, and appears to deliberate, when 
contemplating the formation of the companion 
whom he designed to share the condition of 
man; and, after having formed her, he con- 
descends to lead her to her husband, and to 
establish her in her new office. In thus exhibit- 
ing to us God himself, as engaged, in the great- 
ness of his wisdom, in instituting marriage, and 
as presiding in the pontifical character at the 
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inauguration of the first nuptials, the Holy 
S^nrtt designed to teach mankind in every 
age; with what religious observance this grave 
solemnity ought to be celebrated oti earth, tb 
the end of time. 

While, however, Ae holy origin of marriage 
renders its celebration a solemn act, it confers, 
in like manner, such a sacred character upoii 
its engagements, as places this honourable con- 
nection above the effects of inconstancy and 
levity. ''What God hath joined tog^her, let 
not man put asundfer,*' ia our Savioui^'s precept, 
inferred from its first institution; and, as w)iai 
religion prescribes on this point, morality Gke- 
wise requires, and the welfare of families de- 
mtads, the wisest legislators have been careM 
to ground their enactments, in regard to the? 
marriage union, upon the sanction of the Divine 
law. If we have seen the solemn compact 
which unk^ faniili^= together, annulled with an 
indecent aawi scandalous facility; — if we have 
seen the husband become a stranger to his 
wife, the father to his children, or the children 
to their mother, without apparent motive, and 
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oil pi^lexts imBely fnTOlous,-r-.thi» has been the^ 
caa6 only in/ those; disaafaroiis periodsi the bare 
r^oolleotbn of whick givcsmse to indignation 
and dij^^t,--4n those periods, whea contempt' 
of refligiQn il^B. led to foigetfiilness of the mo«t 
essentiiSLl d£K^tnciesiof'life ;. ^and wheoGi licentious- 
n0i^> armed yi^\ ^rmt,( authorised] emery kind 
of diiiQ^er^: apid.ilegidiadd the most reyoiting 
abuses., * But an end has ^teR;ptit to sooh im^ 
piefy, by the' very e»te*?of ita own madness: 
thoaeperiods /of immf)!^ phr^nsyhave now ne*. 
e^Kistenoe^eKcept. in the tqorfaithful reconfe of 
their history, Th»Qks> to the r Supreme Arbiter 
of human al^irsi order and li|^t having sue- 
ce^ed to 4arknciss and <x>nfusiiHi^ public mo* 
rals have been once more established upon, 
their a;npient basisr;. the rights of marriage 
have beiB^ rest(»red ; its sanctity, secured from 
insult* is. no linger the' sport of paasien and of 
proflig^oy. 

But if marriage isvatsacred ec^^ement^ it 
follows, My BreAren, liiatr it i^a matter ^ of 
prudence to incur its obligations^ ** A mm 
shall leme his fiUb^ md mofh^r^ and shttU 
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cleave wito his wife,'^ was the exclamation of 
Adam, upon perceiving the intimate union 
between himself and his consort, and the 
honour which God had cotiferred upon the 
celebration of his nuptials. A man, it is 
true, on entering the marriage state, by no 
means renounces those earlier relations which 
so powerfully unite him to the authors of his 
existence ; but, in the ordinary course of nature, 
he must expect the probability of being shortly 
severed from them. Shortly, perhaps, he will 
be no otherwise connected with his beloved 
parents, than through the tears of regret which 
he will give to their memory ; shortly, perhaps, 
nothing but a remembrance, at once sorrowful 
and pleasant, will remain to him of those vene- 
rated protectors of his youth, who, while he 
was yet incapable of self-knowledge and self- 
defence, watched over him with the tenderest 
and most careful affection. It is necessary, 
tiierefore, that he should fdrm engagements 
which will bind him to the present existence, 
by offering new objects for his affections, — ^that, 
being separated from the parent stock, he in his 
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turn should become the head of a fieunilyi who 
will look up to him for that protection of which 
he was himself the object. But, what an im- 
portant and decisive effect upon his happiness 
follows that step, which is to introduce him into 
this new career ! How serious the choice of a 
companion with whom he will pass his life, and 
whose character must exercise iso gr^t mi in* 
fluence upon his remaining, years ! It is to this 
point that he ought to direct, with the utmost 
circumspection, his ability in judging of the 
qualities of the mind and baart : a momentary 
enpr here, might prove to him the source of 
long and unavailing regret- If, hurried away 
by his impetuous passions, h^ refuse to consult 
his reason in a crisis so delicate, he will, per^ 
haps, find himself reduced^ in the miserable 
b(Hidage of an ill-asaprted connection, to lament 
the day of his bridal, as the most fetal of his 
existence; for, My Brethren — and this is an- 
other important consideration, which the text 
invite^ us to set before you — the happiness of a 
married life depends upon the concurrence of 

G 
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the parties, in the discharge of those dutiei^ 
Which their vocation lays upon them. 

It cannot be imagined. My Christian Bre- 
thren, that God has failed of his end, in any 
one of his divine purposes,-— it cannot be 
doubted, that be has proposed in each an object 
worthy oi himself; and the ben^cenc^ of his 
designs m manifested in tfais^ axiom, emanating 
froin the counsels of his wisdbm> ** It is ffot 
good that a man sho%dd be atone.'' The object 
of the Almighty, in the institution of marridge> 
was the happiness of mankind ;' but it rests with 
themselves to accomplish thi$ object; and 
the way to reap the adyantoges whi^ God has 
connected wi& this holiest of cotftpftcts, is, to 
fulfil its obUgatiions. Not to speak of that mu- 
tuid fidelity which, is its chief bslfiad, liow many 
assidubuib .aittefntions, hoW much dondei$censi<»i> 
iiidulg^tse, and res{)eot, must the married pair 
put in pi^tioe, in order to maintain diat haf ^ 
moby of sentimcoit and inolihdtion between 
themselves, wMch, uniting ^em iii affection, 
makes them agree in the puiAS^uit of their 
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common welfare, and form, both together, but 
one soul ! This design of religion and of nature 
is frustrated by those married persons, who, in- 
stead of consoling and assisting each other, seek 
to impose upon one another a miserable slavery. 
This design of reUgion and of nature is frustrated 
by those who, through the capriciousness and 
perversity of their tempers, scatter thorns over 
a path where peace ought to attend their steps. 
This design ^s frustrated by those who, though 
living in a condition intended to be the safe- 
guard of moral principle, trifle with its solemn 
engagements, and give themselves up to all the 
licentiousness of unbridled appetite ; thus con- 
verting into evil what Gk)d intended for good, 
and wholly defeating, as ^ as regards them- 
selves, his salutary purposes. Happy they, 
who devote themselves, with sincerity of heart, 
to the discharge of duties at once so sacred, 
and, for upright minds, so pleasant to fulfil! 
Happy the virtuous and faithfol pair, who, 
guided by a love of duty, and inspired by affec- 
tionate regard, labour in concert to promote 
their mutual prosperity; and by means of a 

G 2 
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constant interchange of kindness and good 
offices, are enabled to preserve inviolate the 
union to which they are vowed ! They know, 
by experience, that virtue is its own recom- 
pense. Within the precincts of their home, all 
things breathe calmness, serenity, confidence; 
there, the effusions of reciprocal intimacy are' 
poured forth; there, the ills of life are as- 
suaged, and its sufferings forgotten ; there, its 
pleasures are multiplied by participation ; there 
it is, that prosperity confers its highest charm, 
that adversity finds a refuge. and a consolation. 
But why do I name adversity, in speaking of 
marriages where the union consists far niore in 
affection and in goodness, thcui in the legal ties 
which bind the parties? Can Heaven, whose 
laws they are fulfilling in their lives, be deaf to 
their prayers ? Has not the conjugal union been 
at all times entitled to draw down the Divine 
benedictions upon its votaries ? Where, gene- 
rally speaking, but in the dwellijigs of : virtuoa$ 
couples, are prosperous and happy families 
reared? It is the privilege of such to see 
their children, obedient, like themselves, to the 
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Divine voice within them, laying the foundations 
of their rising fortunes, far from those gtorms to 
which the passions give rise, — to see them pre- 
paring, by the exercise of virtues which them- 
selves have instilled, to beccwne the ornament 
and comfort of their old age. And when, sum- 
moned to the bosom of their Saviour, they shall 
have exchanged their abode in this perishable 
world for the dwellings of eternity, those chil- 
dren, now become in their turn husbands, and 
wives, will cherish their memory as the dearest 
subject of their discourse ; they will shed tears 
of tenderness when they call to mind those 
revered parents, under whose care £hey passed 
their earliest years in the peace of innocence ; 
and their hearts will be a temple in which shall 
unceasingly burn for them the incense of vene- 
ration and fond regret. Such is the destiny pro- 
vided for conjugal virtue. As many of you who 
hear me, as are husbands or wives, realize it 
for yourselves ! Enjoy the help and the peace 
which your condition affords; smoothe each 
other's passage through that path of life which 
your God has called you to pursue together; 
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and thus, having tasted here below the first-fruits 
of that union which is the lot of the saints in 
glory, you will find its full perfection in the 
blessed immortality which the Lord reserves for 
his faithful servants ! Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 



THE SPIRIT OF THE GOSPEL. 



Chenevi^re. 
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SERMON IV. 



Luke, x. 27, 28. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all 

' thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. — ^This do, and 
thou sbalt liye. 



When I consider the religious systems of 
the Pagans, I find in them, as if scattered at 
random, the wild or the elegant products of 
poetic imagination; I find confounded tc^ether 
the mistakes of the understanding, and the 
consequences of the folly and corruption of 
mankind ; and I infer that these cannot be the 
connecting links in the chain that binds earth 
to heaven — that if God hath spoken, these^ at 
least, are not his words. When, again, I con- 
template the confused mixture of wisdom and 
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absurdity, of baseness and of grandeur, which 
constitutes what is called the religion of Maho- 
met, I recognise equally the flights of genius 
and the frauds of imposture ; and I conclude, that 
such a monstrous compound of falsehood and 
truth cannot be the result of revelation : I see 
in it only the ingenious efforts of human policy 
adapting its contrivances to the tastes and habits 
of a particular quarter of the globe. When, 
however, I examine the Gospel, aod medftate 
its instructions as they are presented in all their 
native purity — such as they appear in the 
lesson contained in the text, (which St. Matthew 
relates as uttered by our Saviour, ajid not by the 
lajwyer) my ideas expand,--*aBiy'wiiole soul is 
exalted— roy lieart throbs and gJows within 
me ; I preSCTitly conceive in what manner the 
Prophets were raised up, from the earliest 
times,. to annoimce Christianity to the world; 
I conceive how they were enabled to indulge 
their Mty imaginations so far, without over^ 
stepping the simplicity of truth; I am in- 
stantly placed upon the sublime and mysterious 
point of union between God and man; and, at 
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once admiring the harmcmy of the whole and 
the beauty of every part — ^the grandeur of the 
thoughts and the simplicity of the language of 
the Bible — I exclaim: Enough — the Truth is 
here! So striking, so perfectly inimitable, are 
the charactens in which it appears, that^ urged 
by an irresistible conviction, I bow myself befoie 
the Almighty, and biess Him for die honcmr 
he vouchsafes to lay upon man, ** O Lardy!' 
I repeat with the Royftl Psalmisjiu '' Thou hast 
crowned him with glory and honour: thou hast 
made him but a little lower than the Angels.'' 
Filled with Thee, and with a sense of his own 
greatness, may. he know and reverence himself; 
may his thoughts ai»i desires be such as become 
the profession of that perfect Religion whidi 
thou hast given him in Jemis G\mst ! 

I. The commandment of dmat which I have 
chosen for my text, di^pl9:ys the spirit and 
unfolds the grandeur of the. Gospel. I see 
in Ohristianity, as it is displayed in that 
commandment — an institution destined 

TO BECOME universal; AN INSTITUTION 
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HONOURABLE TO THOSE WHO ARE REQUIRED 
TO SUBMIT TO IT; AJM INSTITUTION FRUIT- 
FUL IN VIRTUE. 

1. The Gospel is destined to become an 
UNIVERSAL INSTITUTION. In proportion as, 
in the lapse of ages, knowledge is enlarged 
and the investigation of truth facilitated, other 
systems must lose their supporters, and Chris- 
tianity must become more and more a rallying 
point for mankind. 

Idolatry, perceiving that harmony of the 
universe, which proclaims everywhere the same 
Contriver and the same Creator, will blush for 
its images and be ashamed of its gods. Its 
votaries will learn, that the purification of 
the heart is more necessary than the oblation 
of sacrifices and the vain fumes of incense. 
Religions adapted to particular climates and 
races of men, precepts framed only for the 
slaves of a warm and susceptible fancy, can- 
not be made to regulate mankind in general. 
A servile worship and multiplied ablutions are 
useful only for a time ; sensual rewards bear the 
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impress of man, and man passes away with his 
works and his imaginations: but Christianity 
will extend to the ends of the earth, and before 
it every power shall bow. Already the oracles 
are being fulfilled: already climate, govern- 
ments, habits, are as nothing: already the 
*' grain of mustard seed" is planted, and flou- 
rishes, in every clime: in the midst of the 
forests of the New World — in the hut of the 
savage-r-from the scorching tropic to the polar 
ice, it equally prospers. The remote desarts 
of Russia, and the distant isles of the Southern 
Ocean, have beheld their tribes — however 
different from each other in language, manners, 
and modes of life — receive the Gospel with 
delight and gi-atitude, and devoutly submit to 
its authority: — such are the preparations going 
on for those times, foretold by the Prophets, 
when every tongue shall confess the Saviour. 

Would we know why the Grospel alone is 
independent of time and place, and what is the 
cause of the sway which it exercises, and is to 
exercise, over the hearts of men? The reason is, 
because it is elevated and simple — ^because its 
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doctrines^ revealed from heaven, are prepared 
and fitted for all, and every one endowed with 
a soul is capable of loving and obeying them. 
It is because the Gospel rests not upon opinions 
and speculations, nor upon principles difficult 
to explain and to' understand ; but upon such 
as are common to mankind, and congenial to 
the minds of all. Its Author knew too well 
" whereof we are made,*' to choose any other 
basis for his revelation. If it were necessary, 
for the establishment of the Christian law, to 
reduce all human beings to one uniform pat- 
tern, — if it were necessary, by main force to 
thrust into every brain the same unvaryr 
ing notions in every particular, men would, 
upon diflferent pleas, desert the Gospel ; they 
would claim that right of thinking for them- 
selves, which is so fatal to arbitrary authority ; 
their prejudices, their pride, their self-love^ 
would be shocked, and would revolt against 
this new kind of tjrranny ; and on every side we 
should see rising up insuperable obstacles to* its 
progress. But the foundation of the Gospel is 
the heart of man : it rests its practical instruc- 
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tions upon charity and the love of God, because 
all mankind are gifted with the faculty erf 
kmng; and because in this sense they have 
all the same language, the same laws, the same 
natural poweiis and prerogatives. You, there- 
fore, who desire to be followers of the Gospel, 
inquire not of human guides what you must do 
to inherit eternal lifiei; they, perhaps, would 
bewilder you with strange and unintelligible 
answers, or alarm and repel you by tiie ecMidi- 
tions on which thejr make salvation to depend ; 
but apply to Cfatist himself; and when you ai^ 
of him, " Master^ what shall I db to inherh 
eternal lifeV* in our times, and in every place, 
as well as in the first ages of the Churdi, and 
within the walls of Jerusalem, He will answer 
with a persuasive voices equally intelligible to 
high and low» to the learned and to the ignorant : 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind; and tht neighbour 

AS THYSELF.— This do, AND THOU SHALT 
LIVE." 
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Could any feeling of repugnance rise against 
such laws as these? Would any one dare to 
stand up for the purpose of blaming or opposing 
them ? Do not, on the contrary, these admir- 
able commandments reflect the highest lionour 
upon the religion to which they belong ? The 
Jewish law, indeed, came from heaven; but 
it was intended for the infancy of the world ; 
Moses, therefore, placed his countrymen beneath 
a yoke of multifarious observances, in order to 
prevent ther backslidings ; he led them gently 
by the hand, that he might keep them from 
falling; but Christianity was revealed to the 
world in its manhood, when it had attained its 
full vigour : it is a law which must, at all times, 
confer honour upon him who submits to it 

Thau shaU love Ood and Man — such is 
Christ's commandment to his disciples. Thou 
shah love Man, in spite of his weaknesses, in 
spite of his imperfections, in spite of his trans- 
gressions — because, like thee, he was made in 
the image of his Creator; because, in searching 
among the ruins of his greatness, thou wilt dis- 
cover that ''living soul" which bears testimony 
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to his worth ; because he is destined, like thy- 
self, to immortality ; because it was for him, as 
well as for thee, that the Son of the Highest 
quitted the habitation of his glory to die upon 
Mount Calvary. Thou shalt love Man, in spite 
of his injustice to thyself, because it is becoming 
to foi^ve offences, — ^generous, to love those 
who have behaved to us as enemies, — excellent, 
to cultivate honourable feelings. Thou shalt 
love Man, because love is the very life of the 
Christian; because the fire of affection puri- 
fies the heart, and diffuses a brightness over 
existence; and because the God of love, who 
has shown such boundless love for mankind, 
desires to see them united among themselves, 
and linked to each other in one great bond of 
affection. 

Thou shalt love God. — ^Thou shalt love that 
God, of whom the most exalted imagination can 
conceive no more than a rude idea,— MflJf Gody 
whose attributes the inspired tongue of an Isaiah 
falters in declaring, and of whom the Prophet's 
Doblest description presents only an imperfect 
outline: that God, before whom the heavenly 
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host bow down, and in whose sight the heaven 
of heavens is not pure, thou, O man, in every 
other respect so mean and miserable, art com- 
manded to love. 

Poor and lowly among men! — ^who are lost 
in the crowd, and gain with difficulty the 
daily morsel which feeds you, but whose souls 
are exalted and whose hearts expand with a 
sense of natural nobility, were you to attempt 
to approach with demonstrations of love the 
g^reat ones and kings of the earth, and to 
display your rags beside the purple and the 
splendour of those who preside oter the nations, 
how would thqy smile with pity at your pre-^ 
sumption, and contemptuously reject the bflfer 
of your hearts! Hardly. would it be permitted 
you to bow down yourselves before them, atid 
tell them of the greatness of your respect; and 
should their eyes glance upon you for a mcMnerit^ 
quickly would they be turned aside, to rest upon 
some niore pleasing object. You see here what 
the world is. My Brethren— but nowitiark what, 
on the other hand, is provided for the Christian : 
to him, though the most obscure and despised 
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of men, is this commandment given : *' Thou 
shalt love thy God with aU thy hearty and with all 
thy souly and with all thy mind. — This do, and 
thou shalt liveJ"' 

When I refleict, thatt it is Jesus Christ who 

gives this commandment, and that he addresses 

it to every one of us^, — when I reflect, that he 

thus raises us from nothing even to the 

Almighty, — th6n it is, that I perceive tte gran-' 

deur of htimah nature ; and while I feel deeply 

the need of humbling myself before so merciful 

a Grdd, I presently rise, exulting that I am a 

Chriift^ah. In proportion as you' atscend the 

highest mountains, inferior sunlmits sink down 

and disa^j^af: in pWpOrtion as I reflect upon 

this privilege, of which all Christians are par-: 

takers, the diflferences of rank, of fortune^ and 

of Worldly consideration, vanish; I cease to 

re^rd mankind ift ^y^ other light than that of 

Christians, — man, the ofispring of the dufit, 

appears to nte to touch the ground with his feet, 

but to lift his h^ad to heSLven. 

Be salisfifedi then, followers of the Saviour, 
tD occupy the rank which God assigns you! — 

H 2 
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" This do, and ye shall live :" those 
sublime laws and perfect commandments which 
the Gospel enjoins, contain the elements of 
virtue and honour; and from them, as from a 
living fountain, they naturally flow. 

As, in human sciences, when the law which 
regulates and explains a series of phenomena, 
has been discovered, the whole series imme- 
diately takes a clear and orderly arrangement,— 
every faqt is accounted for, and every objection 
is answered ; so it is in religion and morality — 
in the science of a good life — when once an 
infallible rule is obtained. Now, such is the 
rule given by our Lord, in the text : being sup- 
plied with this, every other moral guide becomes 
comparatively useless, and unworthy of trust. 

Were it the desire of pleasing your fellow- 
creatures, which regulated your conduct, every 
step would be uncertain : the very same actions 
which would gratify one, would be sure to 
offend another. The world is led away by 
illusion and deceit : in seeking to please it, 
you would be made the' dupes of its vanities ; 
and while you believed you were embracing 
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virtue, you would only be pursuing its 
shadow. 

Should you take fear and self-interest for 
your guides, you would still be liable to de- 
lusion and disappointment The calculations 
and views of the understanding being fre- 
quently' erroneous, directors of another kind 
are required, — monitors which address, and can 
influence the hewt, — prompt inspirations and 
immediate impulses, which govern every man, 
in all circumstances and situations ; — and these 
can be no other than the affections. Guided 
however by these, when, amid the whirl of life, 
and on the point of engaging in any design, 
the passions, waiting under a specious guise to 
lead you astray, press to offer their aid, you will 
be enabled without difficulty to resiirt or to avoid 
them. If, when a brother has wounded your 
feelings by unkindness or injustice, revenge come 
and proffer aid and assistance, — or the love 
of lucre suggest the means of augmenting your 
fortune at hi§ expense, — or a rival's jealousy 
propose the use of falsehood and calumny to 
undermine his happiness, — or ambition point 
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out to you an elevation, rsii$§d upon thet wins 
of his prosperity, the attainment of which would 
put you in alsituation, secretlyand safely, when- 
ever you pleased, to oppose his. wishes and, 
profit by his misfortunes,— rotibier motives and 
principles of action mi^t, it * is to be feared, 
give way to such solicitations; but if yoiLJove 
your brother, your heart, as is constantly hap- 
pening with regard to the particular objects 
of your afiections, without reasoning or cadcu- 
fettion, will at once indicate the course. you 
ought to putisue.-^Can I harm him .whom 
I/love? Even if he has offended me, /I am 
uneasy till I have fbrgiven hiin — my happiness 
ctonot spring from his misery. Far from 
rejoicing in his humiliation, or his disappoint- 
nients, the thought of his distress would disturb 
my enjoyments; I should be miserable, had I 
been the occasion of his tears. 

Similar in its effect is the love of Gk)d. If, 
when engaged in the busiest round of the pur- 
suits of life, the pride of your hearts, the love 
of the world, and the force of violent passions, 
combine to lay your conscience asleep, and, in 
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order to incite you to some act of sin, represent 
to you with how much ease, with how much 
secresy and security, it may be accomplished, — 
provided you remain faithful to the command of 
your Saviour, you are prevented fipom falling, 
by your affections being already fully occupied 
and engaged. In the same manner as a person 
enslaved to his passions, directs all his measures 
to the accomplishment of his guilty projects, 
and concenters in that point all his meditations 
and endeavours ; .i90 he whose heart is under the 
influence of Divine love, instinctively recoils 
from the thought of disobeying Him whom he 
loves. Shalll (may the Christian say) hurl 
myself from the height on which I am placed 
by the Gospel? Shall I, who have been com- 
manded to love Gcd, and have gloried in 
obeying that commandment^ consent to degrade 
myself by opening my bosom to evil inclina- 
tions? Nd, My Saviour !-rno. My Supreme 
Good I Thou hast charged me to lote Thee 
^' with all my heart, and soul, and strength;" 
the heart which thou claimest, and which I 
have yielded to thee,' should be thy sanctuary ; 
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nor will I pollute it by admitting aught within 
it unworthy of Thee. If I wander froni the 
right way, thy love presently points out my 
error ; if I fall into transgression, thy love im- 
mediately raises me up ; if I allow the approach 
of any unworthy passion, the fire of thy love 
soon purifies me. Thou hast shown me th^ 
way which leads to life everlasting ; and I will 
not depart from that law of love, which exalts 
me in my own esteem — sanctifies me — makes 
all things easy to me. Taught by it, I will 
henceforth love nothing but what is lovely. 
I will see in my fellow-men only thy image, 
and the children whom thou hast so loved. 
Whatever thou hatest, I will hate — ^foUy, sin, 
licentiousness: what thou lovest, that will I 
love — truth, holiness, righteousness. I will 
have no will but thine. Alas ! for Thee I can 
do nothing. I have only a heart — thai I give 
Thee. Dear, above all things, shalt thou be to 
me, O God of my Salvation — ^thou who art my 
portion for ever! Charity — heavenly-minded- 
ness— love of my Creator— 'principles on which 
rests the whole dignity of man, and which are 
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fruitful in every virtue ! you have extinguished 
in my bosom every unruly passion — there reign 
for ever ! 

To you, pious Christians, I appeal, whether 
such is not the effect of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of your Saviour — whether I have not 
correctly represented your sentiments and the 
history of your own minds. 

Thus supported by experience, we. are enabled 
to assert that the Grospel is an institution des- 
tined to become universal — an institution glo- 
rious to its professors, and the true foundation 
of every virtue. 

II. Who would not have believed that Chris- 
tians, professing a religion the. essential precepts 
of which are at once so simple and so perfect — 
having received a commandment so express, 
and promises so positive — (" Thou shalt 
LOVE God and thy neighbour: — this 
do, and THdu SHALT live") — :Would have 
pressed forward with alacrity, in the easy and 
honourable course laid open to them? Who 
would not have expected to see the professors 
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of a iiaith^ of which <)harity and the love of God 
are.tiie maia priuciple3, living .m the exercise of 
the gentlest virtues, and daily advancing, along 
a path strewed with flowens^ towards et^nity ? 

Unhappily, however, theorecords of the history 
of Christianity present very different scenes: 
we eveiy where find in them traoes of violence 
and dissension — of a spirit of domination and 
hati^ed, intolerance and exchisicHi. 

The Church of Christ, in the primitive ages, 
indeed, was admirable. Her infancy strictly 
corresponded to l^r Lord's. Thoroughly imbued 
with the lessons and example of her He$id, and 
a stranger to every other influence,, she placed 
her.^loiy in following Him: shelmd sedulously 
laid up in her heart those me^iorable words, 
** A new commandment I give unto you, That 
ye love one another, even as I have loved you." 
She constantly kept in view Jesus engaged in 
doing the will » of his Father^- Jesus praying, in 
the mid^t of his tortures, (dr his murderers. 
She still listened to St. Pqiul extolling '* faith" 
and *' hope," yet boldly maintaining the supe- 
rior excellence of '' charity." She remembered 
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how the Apostle John^ in his extreme old age, 
caused himself to be brought into the assembly 
of the Christians at Ephesus; and, being too 
weak to pronounce long discourses, repeated in 
a single sentence the substancie and pith of our 
Lord's instructions, saying, with a f<^ble voice, 
but with the persuasive authority of the 
'* beloved disciple" of his Lord — ** Children, 
Jiitle Children^ love one another.'' Hence tlie 
expiring martyrs, in imitation of Christy ascr3:ted 
glory to God, and, with hearts overflowing with 
charity, sought, like him, forgiveness for their 
executioners ; hence the affecting picture of the 
infant Church drawn by the historic St^Luke; 
and, as coming from^ a Pagan and an enemy, 
the no less remarkable testimony c^ the 
Emperor Julian, who could not help exclaim- 
ing, when he beheld the eoiaduct of the Chris- 
tians^ while suffering from the persecutkois 
which he inflicted on itiem, '^ See, how they 
love one anotherl"^— an honourable avowal, 
extorted by unwilling admiration, more con- 
vincing than any laboured panegyric. Oh, that 
that golden age of the Church,-^that period so 
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blessed in spite of tears, and persecutions, and 
martyrdoms, — should have vanished, and given 
place to those divisions, disturbances, and wars, 
which have succeeded, in a melancholy train, 
to the pure delights of the love of God, and the 
enjoyments of fraternal charity ! 

In reviewing the centuries which succeeded 
to that happy, but too brief period of con- 
cord and devotedness, our feelings are divided 
between disgust and alarm : we look round to 
discover the marks of the Christian character, 
and vainly inquire for charity and the love of 
God. From the fourth century downwards, 
the pages of ecclesiastical history are too fre- 
quently stained with folly or with blood. From 
that time the important precepts ordained by 
the Son of God cease to be regarded, while the 
most puerile questions are followed up with 
eagerness and animosity; from that time, the 
wantonness of power, the ferocity of the pas- 
sions, and the horrors of war, devastate the 
Christian world; from that time it appears to 
have been in vain that Christ repeated to his 
disciples: ** Follow me: — my meat is to do 
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the will of Him that sent me : — ^by this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye love 
<me another." Deaf to his voice, they pursued 
a course diametrically opposite. No sooner 
was the Church freed from external danger — no 
sooner had the converted Emperors bowed their 
diademed foreheads before the Cross, and it 
was reasonable to hope that all efforts would be 
imited to promote the happiness of the great 
family of Christians, — ^than a spirit of strife 
and dissension began to pervade every part of 
the Church ; and in the Kingdom of Christ 
on earth, every thing was to be met with — 
except piety and charity. Looking only to 
their own wisdom, the professed followers of 
the Grospel confined salvation to particular 
expositions of the Word of God ; the clearest 
passages of Scripture were overlooked, while 
exclusive attention was devoted to a few obscure 
phrases ; the ignorant, the fanatical, the credu- 
lous, and the idle, mutually attracted towards 
each other, formed into parties, whose excited 
passions presently led to the effusion of Christian 
blood — not nobly, as heretofore, for the confes- 
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sion of Jesus Christ, but for the support of 
miserable subtleties. Thenceforth the Chris- 
tian Ckuich; at whose bkth the heavenly host 
had broken out into transports o( delight and 
sacred hymns of' '^ peace and good-will," 
became an inglorious field of battle, where men 
bled in defence of forms and conmientaries ; 
while its annals, instead of having to recount 
the virtuous deeds and moral triumphs of the 
disciples of Christ, present nothing more than 
the lamentable history of their opinions and 
tiieir follies. — Such was the first period of the 
decline of Christianity. 

It is in vain that I draw a veil of pity over 
tiie two following centuries — I only shudder on 
arriving at a period no less deplorable : the 
scene is changed, indeed, but is still of the 
same humiliating character. During eight cen- 
turies the spirit of aggression and turbulence 
continued to deform the Church. 

While the mass of the people, plunged in 
profound ignorance, place religion in external 
and superstitious acts, the guides of the flock 
are -occupied about their temporal interests and 
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aggrandizement. I see them enthroned on the 
very spot where the Apostles submitted to the 
sword of the executioner; mey pronounce 
thenuselres supreme mlers of that very earth, 
in regard to whieh Christ hid declared that 
'' his Kingdom was not of this world;" and 
from this dangerous assumption the most disas- 
trous consequences Spring* For the purpose of 
maintaining an arbitrary power, recourse is 
had to the usual meatus of spies, dungeons^ 
imposts, judges. In Ihe centre of Christendom, 
and to its i^ame, arises tliat monstrous inven- 
tion, unknown even to Pagans, that bloody 
tribunal^ before which the free thoughts of man 
are immolated secretly and without appeal. In 
every place the Inquisition has its eyes and ^ars, 
its informers and its scaffolds. If the object 
of this iniMitution had at least been to repress 
crime and disorder— but it is, to -consign to 
lingering imprisonment, or a death of torture, 
tho^e who could not conscientiously submit to 
the decrees of an usurped authority : smd these 
judicial murders are termed ^Acts of Faitk. 
Gracious God! what is become of charity? 
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what is become of the love of Thee ? what is 
become of respect for thy laws ? what is become 
of the Gospel ? Every vestige of them has dis- 
appeared! Here and there % righteous indivi- 
dual may lift an unpolluted hand towards 
heaven, and beiseech Thee with groans to save 
Christianity ; but the multitude are utterly gone 
astray. — Such was the second period. 

Had not Jesus Christ watched over his 
Church, it would have utterly disappeared 
beneath that mass of perver^on and corruption 
which already concealed its true nature from 
view; nothing but the name would have, re- 
mained. That adorable Saviour, however, My 
Brethren, did watch over it. Such of his 
disciples as remained faithful, were at length 
roused by these and the many other abuses, of 
which I spare you the enumeration : the miser- 
able condition of the Church called forth the 
Reformers. They appealed to '' the law and 
the testimony;" they strove to revive the 
slumbering spirit of Christianity— fiand they 
succeeded. But their eflforts and their success 
gave birth to a third period, in which the 
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passions of hatred and revenge sowed the seeds 
of a new and bitter harvest of evil. These new 
Apostles of the Gospel were represented as dis- 
turbers ; the possessors of temporal power were 
made to believe that they had an interest in 
their nlin ; they were denounced as enemies of 
all authority ; and nothing was left unattempted 
to extinguish the spark of life which they had 
re-lighted in the Church. Oh, Mezendol, Ca- 
bri6re, Vassi! places too celebrated in the 
history of crime, why can I not draw the 
veil of oblivion over your names, with the har* 
rowing recollections they recall ? And thou, that 
wilt go down to the latest posterity charged 
with infiEtmy smd all loathly with blood, abhorred 
night of St. Bartholomew! whose horrors my 
heart dares not contemplate, whose miseries 
my lips refuse to utter — horrors and miseries 
perpetrated and inflicted on behalf of a religion 
of love, and in the name of a God of peace! — 
why can I not blot out thy name fcwr ever with 
my tears, and propitiate towards thy authors 
the great Avenger of wickedness ? 

At lengtii,^ baptized in blood, but supported 
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from o» high, the Reformation was eirtended 
and established ; the maxims of the Gospel, no 
longer an unknown and fojrbidden book, were 
generally promulgated ; Ghristianity dnce more 
raised its head ; and^ason the banl^ of Jordan, 
the answer to those -irho inquired, " What 
must I difU inherit etprnal iifeV was—^' Love 

G0I> AND YOUR neighbour: THIS DO, AND 

YE SHALL live/' Wdl had it been. for the 
Reformation, if, true to their princ^)les, its 
champions — as, after, the cry, which they bad 
raised against persecution and intolerance, iod 
aft^rthe declaratitons whi(ihthey> had solemnly 
l^^bisshed in favour of freedom^ of exaimnatioji 
and re^eatch, thfey mi^bt reasonably have been 
expected to doe-^had ahvaySiinscrihed upon its 
bamsers, */ LarEt3oai*GxiD awdman.;' J : k 

iBut, what is there-rthat Ae pterveBsity of 
man Ails : to coarhipt? tThe- activity .trf the 
hutoaninicid^ sharpened by^ the ' Refonnatioity 
waa presently directcidj Jto iuiiiwwth^: ^objepte/ 
Disputes which had beea forgdtten from tib« 
earliest ages lof Clrfistianity^ wcter e^erfy 
inevived; pains were taken to draw the line 
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bfetwe^fi-" difi^ten* / opinioti&y : ftH diirtinctionsi 
b^t^ea which' otight to have^ beett effaced y 
liien -appeared -aHtxious to promote < divisions, 
rathet thari^he love and glory of God ; and the 
sakne ostexiteti^ii and^aJfrogance 4ti' religion^ the 
6&fiie e^^lij^ve and intolerant^i^positionTagainst 
which >th^yMd raii^ tk^if dtandaJrdi appofti^ 
amofeg*tb€^ Itefoiifiiers th^ijiselvee* '- -' ' 
^ In'Wifl lias' iBXp^ence proved to demonstea^ 
tfofi^ %hait^evili^ »^ £heifn»t of 4ihe exclusiva 
6)^k>]qf>faba,'tiknim^ > It is a, melancholy but ^aii 
u&ij^abfe: fetot, diat ^nis^odete times, in the 
iQi^Qeiith^centary^ inwhick ii^ are llving^^ there 
ai^rtiiose.iwhoiScrapfe-notitoprQdaiihy in o^po^ 
mikmi to iGhnstWi wMd9, ^^ JJove Godh^lavc thp 
migMotinc^THM jKh, aA^r tBiau isjiALT Livp/' 
tittLtat| is «iatf 1 ^ndugh: to . loizie .Gkxl Bx^^<a^ii 
niesgUmiiw^4hat iti is; noti enoughj j^j^coiifes^ 
Jjbsmi Christ (iu^ the : Redeeiher. of: mankind^ the 
oilyn-AiM^lfcOf 'Of. QalvatiQ»i;-?tw,ho;assfert,:that 
800^ ifwttfe^i cattdit;ion9 are ; required, of: whidi 
Jem^j^mYMt speaka,' and wjodch his Apostles 
nGm^Axidt^d.; fiairibsit, upon [lain q£ not bd£ng 
aAknovided^edi.aii) a disciple ai. Ctfanst^upon 
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pain of becoming an object of hatred^ suspicion,, 
and intrigue — ^upon pain of being arraigned as 
an infidel, before all the world ! What — ^with 
grief I again ask — What is become of the 
Gospel? What is become of charity? What 
is become of the love of God ? Alas ! for ages 
those divine afiections have been sacrificed, 
under the pretext of piety, upon altars ostenta>- 
tiously erected by the carnal passicms of 
mankind. The heart of the true Christian is 
pained to see the spirit of the Grospel forgotten, 
and the Reformation perverted. — No : a Religion 
of charity, a religion of salvation and of peaces 
ought not to be announced in a manner calcu>- 
lated to become a source of division and animo- 
sity. * No: that most sweet and engaging law of 
love ought never to be converted into a ground 
for raising the standard of intolerance and ex^ 
elusion. No: not in the name of the n^efc, 
forgiving Jesus, ought men to make a presump-* 
tttous boast of their own perfection,— to shut 
the gate of heaven, and throw open the aby^ for 
othersi DoVe find that He^llie mild Saviour-*^ 
thq tender friend of man — had always upon Ms 
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gracious lips menaces and terms of condemna- 
tion ? No: it was not to alarm and terrify, that 
he promulgated the word of life. Instead of 
deterring mankind by displaying the avenging 
scourge and the fetters of slavery, he raised their 
hopes — ^he infused into them the love of virtue — 
he spoke to them as to excellent and immortal 
creatures : " My yoke is easy, and my burthen 
is light," were his encouraging words: "Love 
one another, as I have loved you :" — " Ye are 
my fiiends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you." No! the covenant of pardoning mercy 
ought not to be proclaimeki with maledictions 
and anathemas, or accompanied by the sound 
of thunder, and the clanking of the chains of the 
damned. Methinks, at sight of a proceeding so 
monstrous, I behold Jesus, the Lamb of God, 
stooping from the highest heaven, and hear 
him repeat that benignant reproof which he 
addressed to his Apostles, when they required 
him to call down fire from heaven to consume 
the inhospitable inhabitants of the Samaritan 
village: " Ye know not what maimer of spirit 
ye are of; it is not thus that men can be 
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taiughi to ldve'-aiid't6' ^embrace myriQ(>spel ;) for 
ihe Sdhofi Mairw ^not. dometo desti^ tmo!$ 
liv», but^to saVe fhem." 

'Since; tirai^^ra ijiDodkiskin^llie spirit the 
QofeJ^el iras bfeen so imlmppily petvdrted ? sinc^ 
botii the lesBODS' atid th^dxattiple of our Lord 
hdre been^Hofrbquently neglected; » siftce, where 
Hk ha<h spdken of ^peac^, huiniKtyv^dwrityi 
tendehles^i^l«mg^8ttfibnng'/ there hn pitofessed 
disciplel^ have prbchiitaed war, ; pride^^ intern 
erance^' tjrmnny^-i^ce,* 'instead^ of^ii(mi%\aft 
biethvesy they havi^ sd frequently^ ;attai^ed .9^ 
injtrfe^^each dther ^e'tinpi^cable ^iemies^ — 
v^t we on 'oiip pacrt»'<m]^t <>to do>> ki order^ 
by all means, tdaroidskchitekcessegy is,' ta 
become thoronghiy' - * imfou^ . i YTitha the ^apirit 
and griBind 'end of the-^o^et To this pur-, 
pose the wordiy of oter Sationrj which - >I ' have, 
now opened to yo«y are adniirablyi adapted. 
They teach us; that what '^Chridtdenwuadis of 
trs/is^rnot s^ecuiative'incrtions, but' feelings and 
action: they teach us; <Jhat 'eternal life is; 
riot pr6posed ais the mwardof holding some 
pefculiafr dogmas;' httt that < Jesus- isiddresse^ 
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THE HEART — that it is in the heart that he 
desires to secure his influence, to establish 
his kingdom— that his gr^at aim is to direct 
its 'inclinations and purify its passions: — 
"Tkotx sHALmoyB God; THOU ^halt love 

THT NEIGIlBOUJi: THIS DO, AND THOU SHALT 
LIVE." 

What we, on our part, must do, is to exhibit 
Ml omf' families a living <;opy of the primitive 
Gbuix^h, instead of confining ouriselves to heap- 
iiig 4t'WitiJ;' barren eSulogies^; We must imitate 
tlie mild virtues ' practised* by our Lord; our 
rivalry must be only who shkll best fulfil his 
ddti^sJ Let fatliers ^erciSe a continual watchi* 
folnes6> and maintain their authority over thenr* 
families with firmness and dikcretioh ; Ifet it be' 
the care of mothers to cultivate in the hearts of 
their children, those virtues of which they 
thfeniMltes should pr^ent the rn^el; let the 
bosoms of the yming members of the Church be 
efetrly expanded to the influences of unaflected' 
pkrty '/4et Charity- arid Hutoi'lity, the keepers 
of-the Templcv^of 1^'Lord, be €ver ready to' 
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open its doors; let there be in the great 
Christian family but one heart and one mind ! 

What we, on our part, ought to do, is to 
remember that the design of the Gospel is to pro- 
duce in us, not an overbearing and ostentatious 
sanctimony, but unassuming goodness. The 
Christian doctrine should operate in us like the 
hidden waters of a beneficent fountain, which, 
itself unseen, covers the land with fertility and 
bloom ! We are not permitted to make a noisy 
display of our piety — to lay ourselves opeA fpr 
the applause of men : the sacrifices with which 
our Saviour is well pleased, axe, solitary prayer, 
secret mortification, unwitnessed acts of benefi- 
cence, the devotion of a contrite and penitent 
heart, persevering endeavours after righteous- 
ness. 

Let us recollect, that, as in our Saviour's 
time, those who leave the House of God, to 
return to their dwellings justified, are not the 
persons who need to have the eye of the world 
upon them, in order to stimulate them to that 
devotion, the source of which should be within; 
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they are not those who are proud of tl^ir own 
merits, and thank God '^ that they are not as 
other men are;" but those who, like the trem- 
bling publican, st^nd afar off, not daring so 
much as to lift up their eyes to heaven, and cry, 
'* God be merciful to me a sinner !" Let us 
recollect, that, as in our Saviour's time, the 
oracles of God thus speak : — *' If ye have bitter 
envying and strife in your hearts, glory not : 
this wisdom descendeth not from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, devilish:" now, as then, they 
declare : '* Though I speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels — though I understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge — though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains — though 
I bestow all my goods to feed the poor — and 
though I give my body to be burned, and 

HAVE NOT CHARITY, I am UOthiug." 

Such, My Brethren, are the precepts of that 
gracious law, which fills, and satisfies, and 
renews the soul: such are the lessons of that 
Divine Saviour whom it is impossible to refuse 
to love, and whom we are boimd to obey with 
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all our heart and with all our mind. Humility, 
chatity, fervent piety — ^these virtues are the 
essential substance of th^oonr'all — ^virtues inti- 
mately r^ated to each' other; alike the offspring 
of Ghristianity. God ^frant- that thfej^e virtues 
may, through Jesus Christ, purify, infiatne, and 
ennoble our souls! May they acc6m^)any us 
throHgh our pilgrimage in this' life; bbd may 
their sweet and salutary inflhience difeet our 
steps! In the hour of dissolutibnf may they 
attend upon our dyiiig bed, and finally; going 
before, us towards heaven, ctoso' it to <>pen at 
our approach f^^lmew^' •" 
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SERMON V. 



John, xv. 5. 

Without me ye can do nothing. 



THE study of Scripture is necessary to evCTy 
believer^ for it is the Christian's duty ; but it is 
more particularly necessary to the Minister of 
Christ:— 4s a divihe> it is from thence he ought 
to derive his knowledge ; ' as an orator, his lan- 
guage; as a pastor, his feelings and opinions. 

I. Thb sacred books should fork the 

PRINCIPAL STUDY OF THE GhRISTIAI/ 

teacher: in order to be convinced of this, 
you need only reflect upon the sourcds and the 
object of the science which he professes. 



* Discourse addrtsied to the students mTliciologyy at (Genera^ 
November, 1827. 
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In those books is that science contained. Pre- 
sented to every individual of the human race as 
a general blessing, they were specially confided 
to the divine, with an obligation thoroughly to 
extract their contents. When *' holy men of 
God spake in did time as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost," they did not say to men : 
In order to know God, study nature, or consult 
the wise; but, Thus saith the Lord! It is in 
the oracles they delivered, that we must look 
&ir truth, andxon8equcn%*for^Beolc%y^^ 'Woe 
to'thestiQceitedrioftbe'A^dstteiBy Idithe cxmtiiitt^ 
ator of their laboilr»,'^to'therfdejpojfitai^ftDf ^eir 
revelatioby shoWd: ^hfe Tieglect to* gopte-theiifflii 
seafdi bfi^isrtloc^He !- jFVomiiidnpplroceed^^ 
lighti the enfergyjthfer-a^tfain'tyi with 'wHoh 
should be endued. In vain might he expect 
tp : supply thftt Detect by studying *ih^ ymki of 
Qtiier te^cfers, limited 'and?^f;jtHible a»W«^»tf^ 
hfe^abQute wi(>uW jieirtr poas08«htb<^ swi»yaluie^ 
90? 'be followed *^)y thet«sftw^ffectSi<^- Hi* 
knowledge must be'drttwn frototh^ fousitclif^ 
and by his own labour. It is thus only, that 
hk :.a(X|U(E^iiitaaiee witfep ^reltgtdDi^wiU beeome 
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accurate and.jexteaisiye ; it ia thus only that he 
will accomplish his task, and be faithful to his 
duty.. Let him, then, again and again peruseJ 
the Sacred Scriptures; let him iheditate them 
without ceasing; let him compare the parts with 
the wiiole, the yaiaous books, the various writers,; 
the various ages^ the various dispensations ; let 
him em^vour p) master every idea, and trace 
every allusion ; and-^ at least, if> as 1 2^m all along 
supposing,, he pursue his object with zeal and 
intelligence, and upon fixed methodical prih- 
ciple&T^he .will soon be rewarded. by views at 
once novel, rich, and extensivoi and by a solid 
and practical acquaintance with divinity. In 
that field— rif liie expression may be permittedr-- 
is his treasure laid up: labour alone can draw 
it forth. 

But this is not all : if the theological student 
confine himself to humaa sources of thought, 
whether in hooks or in his own bosom, his 
idea3» liowever forcible; however noble they 
may be, will partake of the imperfections of 
their origin, and will never fbrai a faultless 
system. If, however, he has recourse to Scrip- 
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ture, he escapes this evil ; or at the least, (for, 
alas! the limits of his understanding, and 
the defects of his method, will always render 
him in some degree liable to it,) he approaches 
as near to truth as is possible: he constantly 
infuses a greater proportion of it into his 
doctrine, and weakens by incessant attacks the 
strongholds of error which may remain. By 
this means, he is enabled to separate the truths 
of revelation from the worthless framework 
with which they are too commonly surrounded; 
its doctrines are restored to their relative 
degrees of importance in his mind ; H^ true 
spirit of Scripture stands forth; and the theolo- 
gian is enabled to steer clear of those contrary 
extremes^ into which it is the tendency of human 
systems to draw him. 

When we reflect upon the fertility and Divine 
purity of the source, in which tl^ Christian 
teacher is required to seek his principles, is it 
not apparent that he has reason to glory in his 
privileges? and might we not deem it super- 
fluous to exhort him to avail himself of them ? 
To be made acquainted with the sublimest 
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truths, by those inspired men whose successor 
he calls himself, — to be in a manner their asso- 
ciate, while they ** inquire and search dili- 
gently, what the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify," and fathom those depths 
" which the angels desire to look into," — to be 
admitted into the Divine mind of the Saviour of 
the world, and to listen to Him while grace and 
truth are lavishly diffused around from his lips, 
among the astonished and delighted auditory, — ^ 
Ohi, if in all this there is nothing to call forth the 
zeal of the minister, what should such a man do 
among the guardians of God's law ? * * Many pro- 
phets and kings," said Christ to his Apostles — 
and we would say the same to him likewise — 
" Many prophets and kings have desired to see 
the things which ye see, and have not seen 
them." Had it been granted — I say not, to the 
patriarchs of the ancient law, but, to the most 
enlightened of the Pagans — ^to a Socrates or 
a Plato — ^to drink at those heavenly fountains 
which are ever flowing for you, can you doubt 
with what humble and thankful emotion, Mey 
would have devoted themselves to the perusal 
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of the simple and profound discourses (rf our 
Lord, the holy and sublime doctrines of the 
Apostles, and all those lessons of a Divine 
philosophy, to inquiries after which they dedi- 
cated their lives ? 

Consider, again, the object of the science of 
Theology, and a?k. youri^ves with what view 
you cQme here tp. pursue this study: ftpm this 
reflection will arise fresh motives to the duty 
which I am urging. You propose to be enabled 
hereafter to explain and enforce the Christie 
faith for the benefit of your brethren, and at thp 
same tinie to defend it against its enemies. 
Now, nothing bvit;, a;, l;]^prough and persevering 
study of the S?icfed Writings, can duly prepare, 
you for this twofold task. 

For what purpose hatiU Chriis^ appointed 
*\ some, : Apostles ; i ^ and soijae, prophets ; and 
some, p^tsitprp and teg^chers?", Tq teach, to 
defend, and tp propagate among mankin^i those 
truths which are fitted to, regpft^ra^ thprn*— 
tjiose sublime tru^h§> . f^gr, ; {^We ^the rpsuqfb; <rf 
ajil fcw?4n thofygtfc M^hifife Mveir bow mfixte^ 
Ifnown to you througfe th«e d^^lh of J;h6 Son of 
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God, and which remain deposited in the books 
of the Old and New. Testament. To you it 
will be given in charge to continue this work, 
and to proclaim the glad tidings to your fellow- 
creatures. . Can you think, however, that the 
truths which God himself has thus desired for 
this. great end, are not tiDbei>est adapted for it? 
Who then are ybu, that you shojald attempt, to 
alter thejm? . In ithese: books, be assured, tyoiL 
will find, matter^ both, wdi^ty in ^tsejft .andt 
abundantly applidable, to the ^^ants Jtnd miseries 
of sufieringman. In th^maione, ydu williiieet; 
with instruction fitted for. every variety of 
character, , age, and ; oanditi^B, as weli ^ for 
all periods and ; all: pltees^^^ land hence, t it isi 
only by imbibiiig their substancel 9^i thtir 
spirit, that^ you will leafu to be usefiil,wr**^ 
that you will succeed ih persuading and don^ 
verting mankind, -^in a Word, thit you wifl do^ 
the work of Chriat.^ >' : : 1 = 

Should you/ on the contrary i neglect this 
studyr—should you, after having passed thix)i^^ 
it in a hurripdi^aiui^ siupei^c^l • way^ satSsfied" 
with preserving only a confused recolleetion of 

K 2 
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it, give yourselves wholly up to pursuits uncon- 
nected with it — you would soon be in danger of 
substituting your own notions for that saving 
grace which is the gift of the Divine mercy, 
and the price of the blood of Christ- Instead 
of those vital and effectual truths, of those 
touching and constraining motives, adapted to 
every capacity, which convert the mind of man, 
cleanse him from guilt, exalt his views, and, in 
the language of Scripture, create him anew after 
the image of God, you would probably come, 
at last, to teach and to know only a cold and 
lifeless philosophy, incapable of promoting 
repentance and salvation; or else you would 
convert Christianity into an abstract system, 
not altogether useless indeed for cultivated 
intellects, but possessing neither light nor life 
for those " little ones," to whom our Saviour 
thanked the Father that He had revealed himself. 
Lamentable error ! which strips Christianity of 
its most admirable qualities, its universality 
and simplicity; and transforms the servant of 
Christ into a learned and vain disputer, unable 
to say with the Apostle of the Gentiles : *'My 
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preaching was in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power." Does such an unreflecting 
teacher forget, that Paul might also have 
depended upon ** man's wisdom V* He, doubt- 
less, might have borrowed from the sages of 
his nation arguments, which, though despised 
in our days, would have fascinated his con- 
temporaries ; . but, instructed by a higher 
wisdom, the Apostle of Christ *' determined 
not to know any thing among" the disdainful 
Corinthians, ^'save Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified." — ^His example directs us to our 
duty. 

Do not deceive yourselves by imagining that 
this duty is less obligatory now, than in the 
times of the Apostles. Neither the heart of 
man nor the wisdom of God has changed since 
then; and if circumstances are different, we 
may discover, in that difference, fresh motives 
to the study of the Scriptures. This will 
appear sufficiently evident from the considera- 
tion of a single point— for example, the variety 
of adversaries, against whose attacks you will 
be called upon to contend for the faith. 
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Iq thaicaee of the infidel, will not the very 
groiind on which the^onteist must be maintained; 
bef tte Bible? ^ "You^iciarinotbe ignorant, that it 
is fnJm the ^ible itself that the adversary of 
religion collects his^ objections ; and how will 
you ]b€f "able to answer them, unless you are 
better acqiiainteid with it than- he ? Conceive 
the situation t>f theiiiilister wh6 has never ton- 
i^ideted^^it may be,nev6r ifettd— thepassiig^Sof 
Scripttir^ brought forward against him, — ^who. 
Wearing the robe of A teachei'; is obliged, befote 
Wfi>oplifcneht»aiKl^ish6afers, eitHer to confess 
his disgraceful ignorance, or, by answering at 
rlsmdoKft, to compromise his cause — ^in other 
words/ the' salvation df his brethren, 
i' Or; in case you had to defend yourselves 
against Christians of other comnaunions and 
different opiiiiom^, you would find a thorough 
knowledge of the Bible no less needful. It 
will be Ho less needful, for mdintaining your 
right to draw yotir theology from the Word 
of God, than for proving that you have really 
drawn it froni that source. As Protestant 
Christian ministers, let us never forget' those 
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pHnciples m virtue of ^hich we boast that 
wei are sucli, nor imagine that we are in a 
condkidn i)a contend for the liberty of exami- 
nation, withott*?^' having first examined for 
ourselves. The more tre contemplate, in their 
.va.rious ^peot^ythe duties and th^ position of 
the ehristiah pastor, the stronger will be the 
conviction upon our minds, that the persevering 
and careful study of the Holy Scriptures is 
Ids vfihjt duty,* koA thei indispensable ground of 
^ins knowledge. = 

At the same time, I wish yoii folly to un- 
,der^tand> that I am far £rom interdicting those 
philosopliic labours, and that profitable medi- 
-tation, which are dufe to the* study of the heart 
afid mind of man, and to the works of those 
who have, employed lihetmselvbs in this extensive 
and ; important {imBuit. What I assert, and 
4esireito inculcate iipon you, is, that these 
studies alone, or nearly alone, are wholly insuf- 
jfiei^nt foi* the Christian Divine ; but that, when 
•combined with, and made subservient to, that of 
the Scriptures, they receive from the latter their 
imity, applicability, and effect. When Scripture, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



136 

as a supreme rule, takes its proper place> the 
inquiries of reason are much less likely to lead 
men into error ; they serve, on the contrary, to 
explain, to arrange, to illustrate, to generalize 
the declarations of the inspired writings. If 
we would draw from those writings the truths 
which they comprise, we must understand 
them; we must understand, not the words 
only, but, above all, the ideas — the aim— the 
spirit ; we must seize with precision what each 
writer meant to teach or to persuade, on each 
occasion : and to do this, we must bring to our 
aid critical knowledge, good sense — in fine, 
argument. Studies, therefore, which excite 
and correct the ideas, and exercise the reason- 
ing powers, are not thrown away upon the 
theologian; far from being useless, they are 
actually necessary. They enlarge his faculties 
and resources. Even in his own peculiar pro- 
vince, they afford him a key to numberless diffi- 
culties, in regard to which he would have been 
otherwise left in ignorance, or, which is still 
worse, in error. They help us to discover in 
the Bible the purposes of the Almighty, his 
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intentions respecting his creature — ^to penetrate 
those magnificent plans which regulated the 
works both of creation and revelation, and 
which still regulate those of providence and 
grace. Scripture, on its part, then, supplies the 
imperfection and narrowness of our reasoning 
powers; it reveals to us the secret mysteries 
which our feeble understanding could not 
discover, the links that connect those scattered 
truths which excited our curiosity; in one 
place, throwing light upon that obscurity in the 
midst of which our restless mind vainly toiled ; 
in another, presenting matter for the highest 
and most profitable meditation. The proudest 
achievements of the philosopher are effected by 
its means, whilst, viewed by the light of his 
science, the majesty of revealed truth becomes 
more apparent; as some enormous mountains 
appear the more lofty, the higher the. spectator 
is placed. 

Brethren, the experience of ages attests, that 
Philosophy, left to herself, goes astray, and 
finally is lost in impenetrable darkness; but 
that, guided by the knowledge which Scripture 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



138 

afibrds; qhe discovers td her delighted votary 
8cen^ of gtandeiir and magnificence, before 
unknowii; in Ghmtianity ; vrhich, to use the 
beautiful expression of a servant of Christ 
equally philosophic aijd believing, seems *' to 
grow with hilman nature."* *^ Thinkers," 
«ays^ ' another elocjueiit writer of our times,t 
i^introduoe pMloi^hy into re%ioti^ religion 
into |)hilosophy ; for the one wiUiout the other 
leads to the abuse of the one o^^the other : it is 
in their union thdt thith coni^ts.:*'- Ministere of 
Christ! I would add, study the philosophers, 
but above hll things, study the Scriptures^; for 
in them are Contained for yoxi both religion and 
philosbphy : without the Scriptures; ydtf would 
iicjbdmd' 'equally strangers to.4>oth ; you. would 
no longer be what it i» appointed to you to be, 
CAsistian Dmnes, but merely expounders of 
a syMem. *' " 

My Brethren, let St. Paul teach you the 
real nature of your task. You aspire to be 

* Vinet, Mimairesur laldbertidwCuites. 
t TorUnbert, Principe$ du^BroU j^iUiique. 
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'* labourers together with Qod>" the '^foundation'' 
is. Jfia^f^ it isyoxirbusmeis '^ to build thereon.*' 
S* Bid/' 4«f^ the ijpcflstle, *^ /ck eoefy fnan take 
heed iom hei&aldeth tkefeupcm?' *^ Every man's 
vx>rk shall be made manifest" whether you h^ve 
employed ** gold, and precious stones," or 
*^ wood and'sbjMkf* ^''for the dny shall declare 
it;^' at the day of 'final retribution; that sblenin 
dnd'feaiiuL ddy for tiie minigter of Christ, " the 
^w^hcdiitry enbrymdr^swork^of what soft it is. 
Ifttt^maif^woHnibide,''x^Gntin\ies tfie Apostle, 
^'.leshaU reeeixfeitti'eward'^r*^yr(sr^ which mufift 
deeply affieot every servant of J^us dhrist) 
9 If vmf man's mork' shaU' He-iutntd, he shall 
suffer loss." Alas ! in that case, the ininister's 
entire Hfe of tdiL cmd' reflection' will be found 
without fruits andri^th(Wt^ reward— onb series 
of enrbr. (And Hiis' bitter aild'disgmceful result 
will be the con«eqtDE&ace= df the""rash workman 
liaYkigi;ji6:the..fjdifice5f truth and salvation 
which he was •iommissiohdd to build,' substi- 
tuted for the treasures of the Word of God, his 
own sK>tion8 — ^frail and perishfeible materials, 
now devoured by the flames! ■ - 
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Reflect, I beseech you. Brethren, upon this 
solemn statement; learn from it where to seek 
your knowledge: learn from it, at the same time, 
whence the Christian Orator should derive his 
langiMge. 

IL It is of importance that the language 
AND THE DISCOURSES of the prcacher should 
derive their character from that Inspired 
Source whence he ought to draw his doc- 
trine. Upon this principle I shall enlarge 
a little, with a view of afterwards deducing 
from it, as a consequence, a second and urgent 
motive to the assiduous perusal of the books 
of Scripture. 

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. We readily distinguish, when we 
need, the mathematician, by his clear and pre- 
cise expressions; the literary man, by his 
classic reminiscences, his elegant and polished 
phraseology ; the philosopher, by those general 
ideas which shine through his ordinary con- 
versation. In like manner, not only in the more 
public scene of his duties, but also, if possible. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



141 

in the bosom of social and domestic retire- 
ment, the servant of Christ must make him- 
self known by that simple, devout, dignified 
character, which marks the mind nourished by 
the Bible; by that scriptural language, which 
bears the impress of popular sublimity, and of 
persuasive force. It were to be wished, that 
when we listen to the Minister of Truth, we 
always discovered in him a man filled with 
the hopes of the Gospel, and fresh from the 
perusal of the volume out of which they are 
derived. I do not, of course, mean that I should 
require an endless chain of citations, brought 
together without judgment, without choice, 
and without object; a method which destroys 
all that is natural in oratory, excludes warmth 
and enthusiasm, and obscures the order of the* 
discourse without preserving that of the Scrip- 
tures. On this head it is of consequence not 
to be mistaken: the language which becomes 
the preacher, is the language of piety, not of 
affectation; but it is necessary that his senti- 
ments, his arguments, and the whole current of 
his thoughts, should evidently be the growth of 
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Christian motives, of aii ardent love of all that 
is exceUept, and all that the word of salvation 
teaqhes and prescribes, / 

Attention to this point even mere decorum 
requires- And , be assured that , suoh . regiurd to 
decorum is not arbitraiy c* cQpyentionfel, due 
to fashion, and As flei^ting— it is founded upon 
the nature of thii^s. When a minister, appears 
to have no recollection of those truths ivhich 
ought to be, the i^ubject of ibis, isonstant study, 
his hearers^ are apt tQ fear, jand . not; withaut 
reason, that ^ they only iSeldom a^^ superficially 
occupy his attention — ^thatja atyle of pfeachipg: 
so little modelled upon the examples and. tlie. 
style of the Word of < God» iis adopted frdmu 
a wish to be admired, or from regard tot: the 
obligation he is undeXv to acquit himself > de-*^ 
cently of his task,. ni.Qre thaij jfirom real love of 
mankind and of Chiist; . They naturally wonder 
why, if he ,hwre9^1ly. known itha^poiwec of the 
Gospel, and the efgcacyof the dioctnne&.taughi 
and the motives urged by it, he npglects: tb 
m?tfc^ use of th^mt . .Can, he. ever .have exfieii-^ 
enced the effect prbduced upon the ^lind by* 
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those evangelical principles, so searching in* 
their nature, and of an order so exalted,, which 
our Saviour and his Apostles constantly enL-. 
ploy to bring the will under the donliniop of 
truth ? Can he ever have perceived, for instance^ 
the force of these decliauratioiis of Holy Writi 
*' Greater lofve ha^th; no man thani this^ that a 
man lay down his lif<^ for his friends: ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I; cOmmaiid you.!' 
*' Whosoever shall be o^medtif me and of my 
words, of him shall the Sonof Maaibeashlahea^ 
when. he shall com^ in his .glory." ''Howe 
shall we escape, if we ix^glectiiSo ^ great. salva^, 
tion ?" ' / Whether Iwe 4i1r^ ^jr. die, we. are , thci 
Lord's." Assuredljr^rifjte had a lively impressioii 
of these sentiments^ they would be, beyond all 
others, apparent in his discourse^;, .he. would 
npt willingly forego the dignity of his ministerial 
oflBiqe, by appearing ignorant in th^ Aame of 
what Master hie isspe^ijig; and that sapred 
Name, the.seal of ]m priiftteges ;and his hopes, 
would be more fr€^watlytm his Jiips: ' r, ., , 
But further : if congregations look to find an 
evangelical tone. in serines, they lio so, not 
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merely from regard to what becomes the 
preacher's office, and shows him to be in ear- 
nest in it, but also, and more especially, to 
satisfy the real want of their own hearts. The 
man who loves the Gospel, desires to hear it 
made the subject of discourse. Its great and 
affecting truths are not things that, when once 
known, can be easily slighted. The afflicted 
man feels that it affords him the greatest com- 
fort to be reminded of the example of Jesus 
Christ, and of the cross which his Lord exhorts 
him to bear. The man who is a prey to doubt, 
sighs for more fixed opinions, for a firmer faith : 
he seeks to be enlightened and convinced ; to 
be made acquainted witli, and enabled to taste, 
those Divine things, from which the believer de- 
rives so much enjoyment. It is there only that 
either finds substantial nourishment adapted to 
his spiritual wants — wants boundless and un- 
told, for which nothing here below suffices: 
*' Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him,'* says our Saviour, " shall never 
thirst." 

Think of this, then. Brethren : the longing 
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and thirsty Christians who surround youj ask, 
and have a just right to demand, those '' risers 
of living water," which God hath* appointed for 
theim, and the passage* of wliich you are not 
permitted to interceptpj When the redeemed of 
Christ look up to yx>u f6r those Divine instrue-* 
tions, which ha^ve been enti^st^d to you for 
transmission to them; be afmid to refui^ themi 
Not, however^ that I would at all times close 
the pulpit against arguments di^wn from the 
situation or temporal interest of the hearers. 
Such arguments— of human authority, indeed, 
but jnost commonly clear, populair and urgent^ — 
are tiecedsaty f(>r inany persons, and may 
be useful to all. Tojesiolude them> would be 
to go to an extreifiie not warranted by the 
exampte'of Christ and his Apostles, who occa- 
«ioBally had recourse to them. Let us admit, 
therefore, that they may be, and perhaps ought 
frequently to be, allowed a place in our dis- 
courses. Still less would I reject general and phi- 
losophical cohfitiderations, founded in the nature 
of the human mind, or derived from a view of the 
creation or the constitution of human society; 

L 
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for these, if expressed in simple and popular 
language, cannot be out of place in the exhorta- 
tions of the ministers of the Most High, com- 
missioned to declare his purposes and ways to 
his people. It is of the greatest importance for 
convincing the man of education — it is useful 
and delightful for the zealous Christian, of 
whatever class — to recognize in all the works of 
the Creator, the same truth, the same laws, the 
same plans, the same God. What I mean to 
say, is, that arguments and reflections of this 
kind ought not to be introduced into the pulpit, 
except when associated with matter of a higher 
kind, — except accompanied with, and insubordi- 
nation to, considerations peculiar to the Gospel ; 
which alone are truly worthy either of the ser- 
vant of Christ, or of those immortal beings whom 
he addresses. These peculiarly Christian argu- 
ments ought ever to be found in his discourses, 
beside, beneath and above every other,— to en- 
large what is contracted, to ennoble what is 
mean, to exalt still further what is noble, to 
diffuse the light of immortality over that which 
is perishable, to impart to the whole subject 
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a tone of sacredness and piety- The Chris- 
tian orator ought to appear before his con- 
gregation as a being invested with superior 
dignity, and occupied with lofty thoughts. In 
order to promote the good of his brethren, 
he adapts his words to their weakness; he 
condescends sometimes to enter into familiar 
calculations, to speak of passing concerns, and 
woridly expedience; he now and then casts 
an instructive eye over the varied landscape 
which is spread out at his feet ; but it is not 
long before his view reverts, uncalled and with- 
out effort, towards heaven, to the glorious pros- 
pects of which it is most frequently confined. 

If you feel the force of the principle which I 
have been unfolding, you cannot but observe 
that there results from it a further urgent motive 
to the habitual study of Scripture. What other 
secret, indeed, could you discover, to fami- 
liarize yourselves with the truths and with the 
language of the Bible? You know the in- 
fluence of habit upon the mind ; you are aware 
to what an extent a particular study, pur- 
sued constantly and by choice, is capable of 
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modifying the intellectual being, till at length 
it becomes the mould in which the whole in- 
tellect is fashion^ : you may conceive, there- 
fore, what eflfects the important study ntiw re- 
commended ought to produce in you, when it is 
followed up as a cherished occupation, and a re- 
lief from etery other. It will store your memory 
witfi simple and forcible maxims, with touching 
argumentis, with instructive facts, with sublime 
expressions, which in a short time will seem the 
natural language of your lips. It will enrich 
your imagination with an immense treasure of 
lively figuresi, noble or graceful images, and 
enei^getic forms. It will present you witJi an 
abundance of models^of grave and pdpuliar elo- 
quence— *such eloquence as you must make your 
CfWtky if -yoti would «dbdue men's wills, by exalt- 
ing their thoughts atod aims, without touching 
the dangerous springs of passion, Which youi* 
ofl&ce does riot permit you to approach. It 
will make familiarly your owti that multStude^ 
of thoughts- and feelings profusely^ scattered 
through the sacred ^vritingsi which for sd 
many ages have imparted consolation and' 
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vigour to those vdio read them. The Bible, 
more than any other book, will acqaire and 
maintain an influence over your character ; be- 
cause, more than any other book, it finds its 
way to the inmost «elf, and awakens every 
latent feeling and energy. . iWhere is the reflective 
reader, who, when occupied in its perusal, 
never stopped short on im^ting with some 
striking passage, pregnant ^with deep meaning, 
the whole extent; of which this ea^r mind strove 
in' vain to . unbrace ? ^Previoiisly, perhaps, he 
saw nothing in the book but the.plain discourses 
of plain men, couched in trude iand artlass lan- 
guage ; now, -howe^r, like the husbandnaan, 
whose pLoiiighahare, while piercing thie soil, 
hm struck ageihst a treasure, he has %hted 
upon som6 majestic idea that arrests and amazes 
him-r^ single wQfd^i it may be^ which.at once 
operid to kiifU the &thomless depths of the 
human h6art,-«H^ a jstiiltement which lays bare 
to. his yijew the most i^wful counsels of God,~or 
the cry of a soul wiiom.ljiitti has transported to 
he^^5e»,-rqngrin ftiw:Qi3d, of th^e sublime truths, 
which we^search for laboriously and often vainly 
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in the writings of sages, but which are every- 
where to be found without searching, in those 
of the Gralilean fishermen. 

At sight of this discovery, the enlightened 
Christian reflects, admires, and strives to exalt 
his mind to its level. He reads, and reads 
again ; and perceives more and more that he is 
entering into a new sphere, and, as it were, into 
a higher state of existence, whither the compo- 
sitions of mere men could not introduce him. He 
is charmed with the view of the august objects by 
which he is surrounded, — he contemplates scenes 
of glory and of splendour before unknown; on 
these his spirit feeds; and his faculties unfold 
beneath the vivifying influence of those Divine 
verities which have been opened to his apprehen- 
sion. Now put into the hand of such a man a 
commission to speak, in the name of that God 
whose Word he has been reading, and say, 
whether his language will not bear its impress — 
whether he will not speak, as he feels, like a 
minister of Jesus Christ ! 

But, My Brethren, not only will the study of 
the inspired Word supply him vnth langiuige 
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worthy of the Christian Orator — it will, more- 
over, impart to him the sentiments of a fatthful 
Pastor. This is what now remains to be shown. 

III. Need I demonstrate to you, that the 
pastor who would keep his mind in a state as 
exalted as his calling, has numerous obstacles 
in his way, which cannot be surmounted with- 
out difficulty? I think not. In spite of the 
illusions, natural to your age, that usually 
accompany those warm and generous senti- 
ments which, I doubt not, you now bring 
to the career you are entering upon, you are 
already too well acquainted with the world, the 
Church, and yourselves, not to perceive at least 
some of the dangers that lie before you. The 
pastor had need of a zeal which nothing can 
weaken — but the feelings do not long retain 
the same liveliness; a multitude of objects 
divide, exhaust, and withdraw them from the 
service of Him who demands the entire heart. 
We ought to be profoundly pious— but how diffi- 
cult it is always to detach our regards from the 
things of sense, and really to prefer the interests 
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of ^eternity ! We. lOi^ht to took to +God'X)rfy, iu 
the tpiiuisstry >whioh is entrusted f to us-^bitt Ike 
iugratitude or the applause of others mak«B<u)Sf 
think of ourselves, when it is most important 
tiiiit ae^lf should be forgotten. We ought to per- 
severe to jtfie end, from comcience and from love, 
whateiveSr the result may be— but ^h«re ^4lmll 
w^ find ^the^man endofwed with sufficient :ficm- 
nees ito bear the want ofisuccess iwrithoutidis-j 
coturagement, after having devoted his 3tiengdi 
and Ins life to obt^ it ? 

Y«fe, Birethren, ia order to ^ restdi the ^?«l 
triumphant, you will need to have, ipowerful,: 
unfeilihg aid, ever within reach^ And you wiU 
have such— God hath told you, [' I will never 
have thee:' Among the belps supplied to you, 
the* moist precious, in conjunction with prayer, 
is the assidulms study of the Holy Scriptures. 
In this study yoiiwill find, by turns, consola-^ 
tion, refreshment, support, admonition, atr^gth. 
In the midst of the discours^mefits and diffi- 
culties of th* ministry,' it will be to you what 
the limpid fountain is to the weary Arab, beneath 
the ^scorching sun of die desart. Exhausted, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



163 

and ready to expii»,^Aei^ca8tea .mournful eye. 
upon tjie aandy waste ^bout to beconie his 
grave ;'-**he drinksiiandilife seems to flow afresh 
within his veins ; his courage returns ^with 'hi» 
strength, he resumesihis journey, and seeks the 
combat, xu>hfident of victory . 

Read -the • Scriptures, thenr diligently^ read 
them especially when you peroeire any abate- 
ment :in your zeal. There will happen, even to 
the 'denrout,^ imomentsiof coldness arid indiffer- 
ence, when th^yjscaEceLyhntfw themselves j and 
seem to have lost all the ardour of their eba- 
tacterk ; There will 'happen to the minister dis- 
couraging circimistances; distressing cke6ks, 
which extingiuah all his fervour, and plunge 
him.into the gujph^of.deqpondency. Then it is, 
that you must fly-*o liie Scriptures^ to renew 
ypur energies, and eifetble^you to be ^iliiful t6 
your trust. In;perusing those sacred books, you 
will find iso many \ passages mutually ^ ihio\^ 
iight jupon eaeh.otiier,^so many passagei^ will be 
broughtvhometo/your: hearts, so 'many simple 
and.sublime truths will beunfi^ded toyou, thstt 
Faiit» — ^^the isource of life^ — will jevive within 
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you. The concerns of eternity — the hopes of 
your ** high calling" — ^will there be presented 
to you in their immortal grandeur ; and before 
that glorious prospect, you will feel all the 
anxieties, the fears, and passions of this world, 
vanish away ; you will be enabled without diffi- 
culty to practise the first virtue prescribed by 
Christ — Self-renunciation. You will read 
the lives of the Saviour and his Apostles: you 
will see both Master and servants directing 
every thought and deed to the great design of 
human salvation, — the Son of Grod expiring upon 
a cross, to accomplish it, — Paul, when charged 
with the *' mystery" of love which he was to 
reveal to the Grentiles, " rejoicing to fill up that 
which remained of the sufferings of Christ," — 
James, extolling the happiness of him ** who 
converteth a sinner from the error of his way," 
and '' saves a soul." Then will be revived in 
you Zeal — that ardent disposition which raised 
up so many faithful servants and martyrs for 
Christ. From the same sacred source, courage, 
forbearance, wisdom, love, will l>e by turns 
supplied to you. Thus you will be enabled 
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to " add to your faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and 
to temperance patience, and to patience godli- 
dess, and to godliness brotherly kindness, and 
to brotherly kindness charity," — a bright con- 
stellation of graces, in which you will find your 
happiness and your power ! Thus re-ascending 
to the sources of your ministry, you will recover 
strength to sustain the combat, and to snatch the 
crown. 

It is impossible. My Brethren, that this study 
should fail to have a powerful effect upon single- 
minded men — upon the young, especially, 
ardent and devoted as ihey are at your age. 
Who has not felt, that there is something con- 
tagious and sympathetic in examples and 
lessons of piety ? The sight of all that is great, 
of all that is glorious, of all that is worthy of 
praise, of all that displays human nature under 
the most favourable view, and consequently 
of all that is religious, naturally awakens in us 
the principles of life, though often dormant and 
obscured. The contemplation, in the Bible, of 
those noble and excellent characters, who do so 
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much honour to Christianity and to. human 
hature^-r^the meditation of those sublime lessons 
of pcirfect;gbdKness,iwhich we never jeouW have 
imagined, but which we' nevertheless cw under- 
stand, which we cannot refuse to admire, or 
a(void> longing to put in practice, — a sense of the 
prei9ence of that God who has manifested >|um- 
self to us in revelation, who there speaks to 
us, urges us, appeals to us at xMioe throiyighihis 
compassions and his greatness ; — all these /mo- 
tives to lov6, to zeal, to self-renunciation, to 
faiths will find noble answears in your bosoms, 
and will rouse within you evevy pious and 
disinterestcKl sentiment. The JBible — the assi- 
4«t0ui^, jattentive, land, conscientious study of jthe 
iBible, itiisj by means ^ whidt you will be 
.enabled io be^'me zealous pastors^ as weH as 
fChrifittian orators, and wise and feithful teachens ! 
It /wilL be theiguaidian aj^gel which will Qonduqt 
you,rJiyEeihe young Tobias^ on your way into, a 
>fex iCQimtiy ,• which will deliver you .from, the 
jnonstersjof the wave.and the ; powers .c^i the jtir. 
Its counsels will supply you: with wisdom, jits 
^presence will procure your safety, .and .wilLgive 
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assurance of your welfare to those friends, who 
follow yoa with eager looks at your departure, 
and recommend you to the cate of heav^i. 

My Rcethren-r-why should I hesitate to. say 
it? when we reflect upon the career on which 
you are now entering, and on what you will 
there meet with, it ia impossible but tfaiaty haimig 
the caee of directing your ficst steps, we must 
o^n be uneasy respecting your future couibcw 
We know what dangers threaten ^u» — what 
seductions, what errors, what snares, may 
impedeor destroy you. May not presumptiori 
orertake you— t*hat bane ,of men of ability, to 
which the pr^^her is but too liable ? or ccli 
ifldi£ference> which too often comes with, busi- 
ness, habit, and years ? Will you stand firm 
agaiast Rationalism, which, disguised under a 
specious show ctf free inquiry^ withers both faith 
afid feeling, and defeats the work of Christ? 
against fanaticism^ which, full of furious zeal, and 
setting up an exclusive claim to the GofspeUat the 
same^ time mistadiesuta true spirit and masdmsi 
and blackens its Divine features ? Some of you, 
perhaps, in passing irdm under, our eare, will.be 
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occupied with burdensome affairs^ foreign to 
their vocation — will they be able still to remain 
faithful to their Master, and not to neglect his 
work? Others will be exposed to the want 
of aids and instruction necessary for their 
labours; and what will be the consequence, 
should unlooked-for circumstances require them 
to display their attainments, and contend for 
their faith? Many will be called to officiate 
in venerable churches, where they will find 
admirable examples and hallowed remem- 
brances. They will meet also with commu- 
nities rising into life, as in the times of the 
Apostles — with a spirit to re-animate faith and 
rouse the lethargic — ^with congregations hunger- 
ing and thirsting for the word. They will 
encounter there many toils and many dangers, 
a wide field, and an abundant harvest to get in. 
Will they be prepared for circumstances so 
serious and duties so important — furnished with 
all the zeal, the self-denial, the charity and 
prudence, which are requisite in the Apostles of 
our time ? Alas ! ** who is sufficient for these 
things?** Deeply interested as we are in the 
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Church's welfare, and in yours, how is it pos- 
sible that our bosoms should be altogether free 
from inquietude, when we look forward over 
the arena into which our children in Christ 
Jesus are descending ? 

And yet. Brethren, I can truly declare, that, 
were we sure you would study the Holy Scrip- 
tures — study them assiduously, thoroughly, 
from choice — ^we should feel but little anxiety 
as to what might befal you. We could, at 
least, reckon upon your zeal and your faith! 
You might, indeed, notwithstanding, occasionally 
slacken in your exertions ; but a heavenly guide 
would be at hand to raise and sustain you. You 
might be thrown into diflSculty by unexpected 
circumstances ; bu^ you would have ready the 
needful supply of strength and light. You 
would still, no doubt, be exposed to errors and 
extremes; but with the conscientious and 
siucere study of the Bible, your mistakes would 
be less injurious: their source would deter- 
mine their limits; and, instead of being 
expressed in the language of contempt, and 
backed by anathemas, they would, in all pro- 
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bability, be ovemiled and ** covered " by 
charity. 

It is» in fact, of importance to^ remark, that 
the ss^ne errors of doctrine take a^ totally dififer* 
ent character, according as theyj hzxie their 
source in the Bible, misinterpreted, but by a 
person (^ pious intentions, or in the lessons of 
theologians. In the latter case, they often 
make religion a matter of intellect and science : 
they^ breed disputes, and partake of the pride in 
ivttkh tiiey originated. In the'rfprmer, on the 
conttary> they leave the seat of religion^ where 
Gfod and the Gospel huve placed it« — in the 
heart : hence, though the principles may vary, 
the dispositions and the conduct remain nearly 
the same; men, though of different minds^ are 
still of one heart; and Christ is all in all. If you 
only love the Bibl^, and know-how to study it, 
we can dismiss our apprehensions^: having im- 
plored the Divine blessings upon you with pater*- 
nal earnestness, we shall be enabled, when the 
hour of your departure is arrived, to send you 
for&i wilfi joy into those " fields white already 
to harvest," which invite the labourer- Talte, 
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then. Brethren, that " Word of God/' which 
St. Paul terms the " sword of the Spirit;" but 
in using it, be careful to deprive it of none of 
its forceu 

Observe, that in all which precedes, I have 
supposed the study of Scripture to be conducted 
with honesty, good sense, critical knowledge, and 
r6flecti<m. This is not always the ckse ; and it 
must not be concealed, that this study, like any 
other, is liable, when ilUdirected, to fail in pro- 
ducing its natural fruits. On this point, tl^re- 
fore, I ought now to proceed to give you somc^ 
directions — I could at least have vnshed it ; but 
time and strength are wanting to us. Another 
year, perhaps, with Gk>d's permission, we may 
return to the subject. ^ 

For the present, allow me to conclude; with 
laying before you thesentiments of a celebilated: 
critic, respecting' the sacred study to whidi 
it hets be€(n my office to exhort you. The 
foUowiBg simple and touclnng expressions will 
furnish you with a proof, from experience, 
of Ae exalted pleasure which the theo- 
logian may derive from his labours; although 
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the great Leclerc, whdte sentiments they record; 

is much less known for his sensibility than hid 

learning. He often seems^ in his commentaries^ 

to be deficient in those qualities of mind which 

are neces«ury to admire and feel the sacred 

writii^ ;* nevertheless, when an old man, al 

the end of a life abounding in troubles^ fbll of 

erudition, but weary 6f disputes, he thuis corner 

menced the preface to his New Testament :— ; 

'' In composing this translation, . . J' he says^; 

M as I meditated with m(»re attention thap. evet 

the Divine original, .... I felt myself filled 

with, admiration and comfort ; and those feelingb 

whiek occupied n>e difibsed «o much satisfactiob 

over my mind, that I was well requited for all 

my labours. At every page I thanked tfai^ 

Divine, goodness^ which, without waiting for the 

great day of recompiense, rewarded m^ even 

now • Thiii occupation, While it. haii; 4i? 

veirted my mind from suhjiects wjhic^. ordioatil}( 
inflame the passions, • ... I has occaeipiModtoid 

. * He roalnjtaisM, for initpuioe, wiUi Hl|et,'tsai|ist'l44|iginti9 
m»d Boileau, that it was^ absurd to find tb&sa^lime in the Bible, 
and in particalar in the liistorj of the creation. "^ ' * ' ' 
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lo pass 80 miuiy agreeable hojirs.tfaat'I c<mld 
have wished, when it was neat coming to an end^ 
that il vrpuld recommence, and never cease until 
it shall please the First Author of this*1biook to 
call me to witness the full accomplishment of the 
promises which he has given us in it. To confess 
the truth, I am so weary of all those other 
labours, to which the condition of human things 
often calls literary men in spite of themselves, 
that the pen has a thousand times dropped 
from my hand while employed upon them, and I 
have inwardly said : When will that happy day 
arrive, when we shall no more be occupied in 
any pursuit unworthy either of the excellence 
of that nature which we have received fh)m 
God, or of those Divine promises which he has 
made to us in his Gospel? When shall we 
cease to study the opinions and die language of 
men, and to read the chimerical notions which 
they have left, or the scandalous history of their 
disorders and their crimes ? How long shall we 
see the sun rise and set upon labours of which 
we shall be ashamed, when that light arises that 
will never set?" 

M 2 
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Is not thi8^ My Brethren, the language o£ an 
ovOTflowing heart ? — May each of you, at the 
close of your ministry, be entitled to apply it to 
himself! 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON VI. 



ON THE METHOP TO BE PURSUED IN THE 
STUDY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 
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SERMON VL^ 



1st Timothy, iv. 16. 

Take heed nnto thyself, and unto the doctrine ; cdntinue in 
them : for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and 
them that hear thee. 



BRETHREN, I endeavoured, last year, to shovr^ 
you of how great consequence the assiduoiis 
study of the Scriptures was to you, and how 
sacred a duty it was; but I did not donceal 
the fact, that the result of your labour vrould 
materially depend upon the method employied. 
I tliere£c>re announced i my intention, to enter 
with you, at a foturia tune, upon an ex^ination 
of the latter subject. 

* Delirered upon the same occasion as Sermon V., in the 
fbllowing; year. 
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To-day, in conformity with my promise, I 
propose to direct your thoughts to a peculiar view 
of this question — a view peculiar indeed, but im- 
portant, and which appears to me entirely to 
embrace it : I allude to the obstacles which the 
union of the character of a Teacher to that of a 
Christian, seems to put in the way of the theo- 
logical student. From this union there result 
two sorts of duties, which, being both together 
binding upon the individual, ccmcur, it is true, 
in directing him to the study of the Scriptures, 
the original source of doctrine and piety, but 
oblige him to pursue it in diverse and even 
contradictory methods. 

Having earnestly besought oi God that help 
whi6h is so necessary in this serious and difficult 
subject, let us first endeavour to explain the 
nature and opposition of these two methods ; we 
^11 afterwards indicate the course to be fol- 
lowed in order to combine them; and shall con* 
dude with urging the importance of both, 

I. First, then, we will consider the minister 
of Jesus Christ as a Christian; secondly, as 
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A THEOLOGIAN ; and, thirdly, point out what 

M%THOI> HE IS CALLED UPON £SF£CIALLT 
TO FOLLO^V: IN EACH OF THESE CHARACTERS,: 
PQR THE STUDY OF ScRIPTURE. 

1. What METHOD ought the Christian to 
chopi^, iii order that he may draw, from the well 
of salvation, most abundantly and effectually? 
This is the first question — the answer must de^ 
pend Upon the natitre of the book to be studied* 

The essential tendtocy of Scripture is. Hot to 
instruct, but to move, to oonvmce, to win: 
it pro{k)ses for its object 4o change the heart, 
not to inculcate upon its readers a complete and 
learned system of theology. In other words, it 
oflfers its tenets as incentives to perfection, and 
m^ms of salvation, and not aij the elements of 
a theory. 

The same remark which applies to the essence, 
is applicable also to the foJrm of Scripture. Its 
style isi in general, simple, popular, engaging, 
abounding in imagery ; not preckie, exact, or phi- 
losophic. The man of Grod goes not up into the 
pulpit to give a lesson : throwing himself, as it 
were, jimong the multitude, he urges, intrea^,: 
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exhorU, in meuon and out of season ; he ealte 
upoD hk ocMnpanions in misery to '' look nnto 
the Atahar Mid Finisber of the faith/' and, ap- 
pealing to the sorrows of their hearts/ enoou-^ 
rages them to *' lay hold upon eternal life/' It 
is ta tiie: heart, rather than to ^the inteliect, t^t 
his language is addressed. Svkih, My l^rethren, 
is ithe leacUng fact, which necessarily deter^ 
minea the true method to be followed by the 
Christian, in the study Qf the sacred voltime. 

In order, to enter into the IMviiie puirposes^^ be 
nlust ^ndeavmur all he can.'to produce in himcielf, 
or i rather to receive, the particular impression 
iht^ided by Scripture. He must, in a mannar, 
makeiiimself one of the many, in order that he 
may conceive and understand what is addressed 
to them. For this, little knowledge is.neces- 
saryr— it wa6 to the simple^ to^the *' little ones,'* 
tfcat the truths of the Gospel were revealed. 
Hejunst press forward in spirit in the 
footsteps of Jesus; must think he listens to Mb 
Loid hkn^elf upon the mountain ; must feUow' 
Piaul to the ^'Areopagus, and make himself .by 
ttt^ns a Galilean, a Cimnthian, a Galatian, that 
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1^ maybe'ibe jnore <}ual^ed to >hMr: he mast 
dispone his mind to Jmotflily dnd' prayer, th^i 

The effect tm)ducdd,then> irobediwac^^ 
nwsioa of mind. What the Christian reads he 
applies to him)9dif» and ^inuinediately performs 
what lie is Qjtmimatided. Such is die natural 
eS^ wJMch ikt ^ ^Scrii^tures ne ddenlatibd io 



33ie iumlties^rekiiiiyed mthe woric, are chiefly 
^alEectioiis. lAiB to^Hkm the Voice of Qod 
speaks; it is i%tiiilth«^ And siittwer. The^l^- 
Hty for discussion atad ex^attfaia«k»i, the cool mid 
logical inteUect, so-necesi^^ito the th^cJegiftn; 
^e; Mre leas f»q^*A, Thidy n^ht c^ven prove 
debintental, if m>t ^liffici^ritly comiterbalanced ^ 
because that beaaitifid harmony/ r^sultitig^6om 
the preiience and eq^litei^Hn of "^^di deteral 
faculty, iiidispenfeble to> a . botiikd ' c6iidition ^ of 
this motaed "being, would iSien b* destroyed } the 
faculties of tendeniess^Att^ ldte>w^ld'be pro- 
porti<mably dinmuhedj 'and "there ^ could no 
lobger be the saime velfl^resi^fiatioff to the power 
of the Gospel. If the^ heart' is^iiot» touched. 
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the end is not attained ; inasmuch as the will can 
BO otherwise be brought nnd^ submission. It 
is because the feelings have been brought into 
action— because the Christian has contemplated 
with the eye of faith, the love of his God--<he 
sat^ifice of his Saviour— the pitwaises (rf eternal 
life— and themanyothertmthsof IStuipturcicaleu- 
^flted to excite enwtion, that he lesimfe^ifeediencie. 
In short, he who thus studies Scripture; wiH 
be rich in moral grskces, though poor inspeciila- 
tive knowledge; he will secuife ^te '^pre^iiae 
both of this world and of that which is to come," 
jssi^ed to " godlineas ; "but he will not acquire 
the theory of religion. By means of this 
method, the Christian will become a better, 
a worthier disciple of Christ— a greatw in tiie 
kingdom of heaven. This is no doubt what is 
most essential; and so long as he makes ad- 
vances of this kind, he may dispense with any 
other; at the ^ame time, it is not thus he 
will acquire that systematic and connected 
knowledge, which is necessary to the minis- 
ter. His heart will be softened, his purposes will 
b^ invigorated, his conduct will be blameless; 
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but his priiiciples may still remain unsettled 
and confused, in regard to many points, aiMl 
there will be many more on which he i/^ill be 
in ignorance, or evai in error. He will be, in 
a word» a Christian, but no Divine. 
. Should I, howe^^, leave the question here, 
I should incur the rifd^ of being misunderstood. 
I do. pot mean to as&ert, that an im|>rQyement in 
piety is of no avail in theology : this would be 
overlo(dLing the reciprocal influence of the prin- 
ciples and the affections* But that influ^ice is 
in this instance altogether indirect, and,.s» will 
be presently seen, cannot be felt without some^ 
thing intervening. 

Nether do I mean to say that the private 
Christian must necessarily coi^ne himself to 
practice, and^Jle^lect thex)ppoTtunify c^arring- 
ing. and extending his reHgicms concepttooa 
Tbi>se) for instance,.' whidi serve to toi^rm his 
fostfa^ are indiispeilsabki to him. Besides^ these 
is too close 4 cteiBectioai between prinoiplev 
feding, and action^ fbr it to be possible, or evei 
desiraUe, never : to re^iot theoretically upon 
that, to the practice of wfaichlife is devoted. It 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



174 

is i^aiti and ondemable, &itt he Whb reads the 
Word of God to obe^ it, of aec^ity re^tds it alM 
to understafid it ; and the mofe he understaodtf, 
the better ^he obeyik tt has bee& ^mjr design 
only to show what is the pecnliiir tendency of 
Seriptu^e^-^ poiht o«rt the efibcM: w&idi 4t espe- 
jciallyQviinaat pDodaeiDjgf; and, W a ^^o^i^seqiiieneJ, 
to indicate ti>e direot ahd prindpal object wfcick 
the believer is bo^and 'to ke^p^inview^ \' 

il;will 3ya3 grant: ibosew , '■ The sfeidoua/Gkm^ 
tiBOt : $ea(n iseldbni he quite indiffiebeht to i<|iie 
science, of th^ok^. In i^ imidsfc of 4he iateU 
laotud and religious 'aotWity at jvrork in ^tUMnptf^ 
it is impossible but that men i/vdbio/ore at .o&c^ 
^aiigbtenediaaid piousyin«»twishtdr€ttider>t&eir 
mligion in some sort ^ learned* lHoif aje>tbey t^ 
he blanied/jfbr)this, ; Letus^ri^^Mar, on4ile':Mnr 
:tnary> rejoice in It, jas' iaffcsding>ptt>o£^o£ egat* 
nestness; fidth, ^and spnihial growth i; istill - hey 
tnttit liear to be toM that this is «k>t exactly 
tiie task assigned them^ i^r the &nnM)diate>iuid 
main ^ect (tf revelatibn ; :that th^y Mnmild&id it 
haiid tplgivei themselrves up with any 4MiMdi&i^ 
ld>le. degree '(£ ardcmrito 4iiia pumpit,' without 
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diverging firom the prudent line nlarked out bjf 
Gdd himself^ peiiiaps without losing themfselres 
altogether. I know not even^ wfaetber faith 
still more profound, tod love moror huinble tod 
devoted, v^ouldinotdei^trojrlhe taate for religious 
speculation, by mergii^ it in the ardent ^de^ive 
df resembling Christ): DfploMihg him, and of 
being /'raised frqm the dead, .and. set < at .his 
Tight hand ixi heavenly phicesv" ) i 

We mby ait least assert^ thkt no sooner does 
anyone begin to apply to the Aeory of religidh^ 
tUto He feetls th6 heed of >met3iods aind nieansi 
rarely, if must be confessed^' ^thin the reach 
of worldly 'men. in ordfer to ibecome a theo* 
log^iaiC te must ^go tUrough tiie discipKne 
n^dful to fomi a '<}ieol6gikn^ and laboVe alii 
he inust acknowledge ^to hinlself the difficuKly 
of i the undertaking*. He must learn to distnast 
the certainty of his conclusions, the justness 
of his.; interpretations, tiie\ i^obability. of^his 
ctojectures:. tdaeq^ire this temper, is no easy 
doty for the man who ^tMhks ihimself learned; 
still 'k6s> for him virhe hhs ino; {(retensidh ftd 
betome eo. To retumy howevei;, firaptt'fi di^^res-c 
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skin, not perhaps, unnecessary : Let us now 
consider the minister of Christ, in his cha- 
racter of Theologian, 

2. Scripture is, no dottb^", the same (or him 
as for the private Christian; but the task it 
imposes on him is different. 

It is the business of the Theologian to teach 
and to defend, and' consequently to Kirdw. 
He is bound to cultivate knowledge, not only 
with a view to his own benefit, but to thai of 
others — of the community of which he is a 
n^mber^ die pansh over which he presides^ die 
individuals, whether believers or unbelievers, 
ignorant or instructed^ whom Providence may 
bring in his way, and to whdae service Jm bas 
befordiand devoted himself. In pursuing the 
study of the Scriptures, therefore, let him labour 

TO KNOW EVEEY THING, and TO KNOW EVERT 
THIN<J EfFECTUALir. 

First, I say, ta knm every thing; because 
every thing may be of use, — ^because, in reU^ 
gious, as in every odier science, all Cstcts hang 
together, and; mutually explain each other ; a 
single opaquii ,part throws a shadow over the 
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rest^ as on the other hand one lun4nou$ point 
helps to light up the whole mass. To the mam 
whose object is not study, but practice, such 
knowledge of particulars is of no importance; 
but it becomes in the highest degree necessary 
for the professional student, whose business it i^ 
to comprehend things in their principles/ tendi&x^ 
cies, and aggr^;ates. By what other means can 
we arrive at a knowledge of these, than by an 
examination of the particulars which compose 
them ? than by that which is recognized as the 
only wise and logical method in all science, the 
observation of facts? In religious matters, more^ 
over, can there be a single fact poiiited out Imt 
what has its imports^nce, and may be necessary, 
either for answeriag spi objection, or correcting 
an error, or preventing a mistake ? The TheQlo* 
gian ought, therefore — I do not say to succe0d:in 
acquiring — human infirmity forbids the word-r- 
but, to aim at acquiring, universal knowledgit 
and to labour in the attempt, as if he expected 
to succeed. He ought to be animated in this 
enterprise with that zeal which gives assurance 
of victory, aijd extends the bounds of possible 

N 
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.tiehii9v«m€il&f; he <niglitio be|;in this tliid«rtl^ 
iiig ofi kUtth Witb ittdeftit^bie p«mt0rmt^^ 
though if is only in h«aveii be can arrrre atitt 
4<;£iomplit$hinent. 

Seocnidly, he ought fb know egfbctooih/. Of 
wl^t vm, ifi 'ftiet, aite vagaef notions eitfaex^ isxt 
ifiistruotion orcontrowtey? On religiont- sub- 
jects, OMMre edpeoicdly, the ttund so iiegeotiy 
requite* diitinetd^si,: that iii tbe eager piifsnit (rf* 
itP,itofbea Hmtakes-peFSfHouityfoi' truthi Hence, 
im Orddr to fulfil his ta^^^in- order to arrive at 
trhlth, and avoid <the substitotic^ of fanciftil 
hypotheses^ sonsoUiiiig^^ mOrd is demanded than 
feelings ^ai^ alEe<ttionsieaBHy mtived'atd' ekcftedi 
SSiewawf fdqtdwA te,b»tt¥; stedy^, iiieanisJ^ttee 
lfflbi;(«6age'<tf fttiguages; or t«*t»i of bool», of 
saimd isjipbtitiou,' of anii^uiliey, aid^to expr^ift 
ftil'itt^llfe l*t)ifdii-ibf sacired Orittdittii* W<ft 'jtftt 
noW^ reooiAriietldifed \ht Ch¥iitfatt tOirMifrhifi^ 
mStiom'^fi\mtsimy, sMdi «o' b^eom^ a'0]t^ek'«i' 
a' Je^'thttt hit niigHt? oped' Ws heart %»«!» 
lii^hihg' 0¥ thtf'Bifello'jl tHd'TheOlogiail, Ott? t^ 
timmsyi mm Miiwiti^^nt h^^^'^intii^^pihofe 
of tlW'<i(>r%iAar«6llb6^ ttJtt»^^MI6' tntei^ftttO his 
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mmd and purposes — to^scovw the obstacles 
he sought to overcome, and tiie tiidden^lmths to 
which he alludes — to gueas; in* sdiort; what he 
has left unsaid, by means of what he has^said. 

You perceive, ftrrthren, how widely tins 
seeiDi^d method di^rs ficm: that which* was 
sifffieknt for tbe mere pious Christiauir; The 
former betd* for its object to ensure ^^^ediencer; 
ttoit wfe aiDe now^ speaking of, looks exdudively 
ta knowlt^dge. The theologian does not naces* 
sarily think of hpnself ;: it would be. possible for 
hiiii,^ as. siK^h, to: fcnrget hist needita apply to 
his: own: case theknowledgeihe hasrgained; mf, 
unhappily, are the insttoees f!ire,.of iliose Who 
hw9e puiBued this stody^wiiii ^sufficient ability 
and applicallonito makejitTnefiil to odiers, and 
at/tiie same time ut^ynseless to themselvesw. 

In the metlK)d adapted^ tar the Ghrisifiiifi, the 
foefings weoe chiedycontompiatedi; the theol<r* 
gical metUcGNl ha»re&Beni^ almost exclusiYely to 
thei inteUeetaad powers. Doubtless, as I shall 
have occasion, tor show, feeling is also required 
in the l^eologiaf^, but in a degree subontinate to 
itttell^t, TKe science of theology, like othca: 

N 2 
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sciences^ depends upon memory^ acutepess, 
logic and perspicuity, f^ more than upon the 
dispositions and affections. It 19 even obliged 
to encourage some distrust of sensibility; it 
dreads its illusions, and seeks to limit its exer- 
cise : it decomposes the poetical and oratoricid 
language of Holy Writ, in order to extract 
from it, in cold, clear, and precise terms, the 
fundamental ideas, and thence again to form 
propositions and systems, implied rather than 
expressed in the sacred pages. It may be 
compared to the anatomist engaged in dissecting; 
while the former method resembles the artist 
who admires, and imitates. 

Lastly, whilst the efiect c^ the pious m^od 
is to enjoy the powerful and salutary efficacy of 
the Scriptures^ the theological method imparts 
the ability to comj^rehend and illustrate ^hem. 
"The tiieologian beconies learned in the Bible, 
and in every thing that can throw light upon its 
ps^pes. He has read, x^ompared and explained 
its several books; he has made himself ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of their pro- 
mulgation; with the state of knowledge, the 
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wants and prejudices, of those to whom they 
were first addressed ; with the obstacles which 
their various writers proposed to surmoUnt; 
with the means to be adopted in order to ex- 
tract the principles they contain. He himself, 
alas ! it may be, remains all the time l)eyond 
the reach, of their saving influence ; but he is 
not the less capable of having, and obliged to 
have, perspicuous and precise notions on a mul- 
titude of questions^ which lie confused and iur 
distinct in the minds of Christians in general. 

I have thus. My Brethren, sketched the out- 
line of the two methods which it was proposed 
to describe. Neither (^ them is arbitrary, since 
both necessarily flow from given facts, inde- 
pendent of our own power. Each leads in a 
direction so different from the other, that they 
might be called contrary. We have now to^ 
consider the same individual as entrusted with 
the double charge to which they correspond : 
at <me^ Christian and Theologian, the minister 
of Christ has engaged to devote his life to 
advancing in either course, and is responsible 
befoiie Grod in this double capacity. Can he. 
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ought 4ietto employ at once the nieisisrpToper for 
both ? ThkMis « serious inquiry, My Brethren— 
an inquiry to which I pwpose notw to diMCt 
your attention, and which immediately concerns 
yourselves. What have you to do in order 

TO FULFIL TOUR TWO-FOLD TASK?^ — This IS 

the question we now proceed to solve. 

11. The answer is^^asy to imn who ha»ire* 
fleeted upon die nature of man, and'the ^wodt 
assigned him here below. 

Man is endowed with various and even oppo- 
site faculties. Hei is moreover a peirfectible 
being. These two principles of his moral co^ 
istitution form by their combination one of tiie 
^most escalted characteristics of human hatufe — 
the power of advancing at once in all directions, 
^ iof developing harmoniously qualities the most 
ifliffeprart and least analogous. Man has also, no 
:doubt, the power of imparting an extreme 4e- 
"vdopment to a single faculty, at tike expense 
jot the feinamder. The iofiy > beech, ishut out 
ofirdm light by the density jcif the sunxnmding 
^forest^ lifts its^leaflesstrank toward&Jthe doucb; 
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but weiflrfeimare p]^a^ w^ th« m&i<9tip wd 
iio}fld»i >«b«» ¥rbofi9 nobis . bi^cbes,, firmly f^jip. 
paoded^MD ftU s)4««> ^f4 arefi^^.tot tbe fi>wJ« 
<^ .the ,«ur, » «b^lt^ to ^ t^« J)^i4wi9«, J^d tl^e 

oi Isammgt ^o ^^r. Jitnrfuwgiys^.^ip^e ^tiufly bos 
bten waMsAto wakfi iprodigipv^ A^yfii¥^8» l^t 
all whose knowledge is confined to .(i^, i^4»- 
jtfct:; 4iad of, (the yis^w ^, y^|i(ei^le.,ffge, 
»it&, <bfi9xta(tt mSmi my ps^<4?f , it))^^^^;ias. ^ 

fMWim' wcni^ttf^tcidi ?ji»d ..iiw$}i^<tf^. ^ it-upt 
«MHigb<tot»tate wli»t^jt^€i4^ of iyt^^,imni9ti^ 
of Jews (Dhwt, ,aad what ^epw» QonJ ^^s^giyjem 

6^_^mim^4V^,<9^ ^^oinplj^}^ ,t)ieQl<;^i^A? 
^i9««iit to<]aba9r'fi«o^ly.;)Ad pQP^lM^tly to be 
Jietii.tjbfe,<»i>€^a9d.tbe5pt^i Mdif b/e (M^tii^ctly 
sete brfiwe Jiapmeiiitiim itwfl!rfeW,f»d,.ijf;he is 
,tb9r9«gbiyiiBICli»8Sf;d with .the 4;tep?)i^ty of 
4tMM»i|^ ^j^„ (Hqd ,is,,€wr ..wa^bAll to .pi^esepnB 

.b«m«s^ai^iw)PgsM«<J&^»9Ati^.>9i4 b» 

M)W9*)tbpvigb,.«9)9«Up«tte4, i^U ]^ot be found 
tQ»4ifgc!ilt.> ci%c#4ng.bttt th,e,ivnll ii;i requix«4» 
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effectually to combine the two methods. God 
has made men, like trees, capable of growing at 
the same time in all ways; and the disciple of 
Jesus who becomes at once more meek and 
more fervent, more judicious and more suscep- 
tible, more learned and more humble, while he 
obeys his Master, coimteracts no tendency of his 
own nature. 

Nor are the two offices of the minister of 
religion so opposed, as they at first sight appear. 
£ach of them, as we have said, requires in some 
degree the concurrence of the other ; while they 
have, further, a latent connection in the sublime 
nature of the work, and of God, to whom they 
refer. Contemplation gives birth at once to 
love and to thought ; the knowledge of sacred 
things imparts warmth to the feelings ; and these 
again, wh6n roused, give new energy to the whole 
inan in regard to the pursuits of the intellect. 

Learn then, R-ethren, to consider yourselves^ 
by turns, while engaged in the study of Scrijp- 
ture, both as theologians and as simple believers. 
Sometimes lay aside commentaries^, and consiik 
your hearts alone; Look tifi to the God of Idvfe— 
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let the idea of his greatness and of his benefitB 
take possesmcm of you — beseech the aid of his 
grace — ^then read ! Read ; and when you come 
to those peculiarly touching or sublime passages 
with which the Bible abounds, then pause, and 
strive to awaken within yourselves those senti- 
ments of godliness and exalted {Hety which ttiey 
are calculated to excite. Observe whatever has 
interested you; note down in writihg the lively 
knpre»9ions to which your employment has given 
birth. Read with a constant application to your- 
selves — ^to your conduct, to your needs, to your 
misery. Such is your duty as Christians. 

At other times, on the contrary, surround 
yourselves with aids — ^not forgetting, first of all, 
to implore that which is the most necessary, the 
** wisdom" of the '^ Father ofUghis,'' promised 
to thdse who ask; but at the samel time doing 
^11 in your power to help yoisrselves, and do 
the work by youtselveii. Pray, but read and 
study. Weigh every word j liritig to the illus- 
tration (Df every passage all the infbiination that 
your reseai^l^s have enabled you to collect; 
analyite what is complicated, iieduce what is 
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doall wiiick H ffeqairodibgnthat oalm^romMMtdU 
fAiUanphic ttaapeat, wiibflift wJbOie 4)siirtajie0 
the usdcwtafiding ctaootjumteistft^^ than 
brin^ tog0tfa6nc>th»«Mttlti»BhR^kiate «Ed*xn0dMf 
I^Mi'oae by anothttt, and lMtfy» «wDoh thiMaip 
Htoftke iOutliiMs of a jqr>ttm. * fiildi^iB your 
duty^asDmnes. . / ' 

Ajeewtom ymimfinnrfi fijrqnnnnyn in inninnitff 
tiii(lhiBi manner thei(t«re insethdlft^ aad' kinds df 
slttdy^ inwder to pte^Mve.idietinieoehafMtMr 
and safe fubrance <3£ both ; oocnfilcm yoiui«ikifii, 
bkMme, to re-^unite thom^ ,tb«t yooiimay the 
moxedkct^fiiyteitaan'.y .iA«e 

yob-ftudyiBgai^ DtFmes? Remeaaftier tia»t yo«ur 
JHiawlodge.i»wt.be ^ppUfd taypuiiselve6;b^re 

dm^mtiwd libe M<So9peli wnq^nJUty «Ad tood^or- 
IMAswrerrfqMir^; ths^t iC you would n^ftl^t^ni^ 
jQbns^Ws pf i)^ers> you wnf t .feowme ,||«»b 
g^rsciyWi ; «»d ^t ^ '' Jkioi^ )*^^ Pfiffrpt 
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Dxniierlnit6f.af»Ql. Are3foiirjSlitidymgMiCluu6<* 
tiafiii ? )Remember that it is. lyfnv h^matM not 
only to feeli btatali3ottoid«lftre,iiiid*t6ftch these 
things; and that for that purpose Ihicy must 
have been compreh^ded^ a»l iredoced to tiieir 
most positive ;andM^mple farm. €rtiajrd^ there- 
fore, against being carried awaj^ by a diqMM- 
tiento wger^xpressfons t9a/£Bur/^aiid^ diegledting 
the drift of the writer, to puiGAi{h^id6n8ei|iienjce8 
^eyoikl what is warranted by tibfe principte. 
ifliis is ^ not enough, ^however ; for these Bie at 
4>€ittom no4nore than thernks-^wiiieh otdiimy 
^ood sense diotates to 'erery reader. Of rou 
^something more is vequiied. Combine <wfth 
your pious feelings, clear, ^enkoTgied, practical 
ideas. Translate, caroftflly, figiffesintot^^ 
-aAd words into things. Obtctre' ifae mlaftions 
and^sttKiy the analogies -pmotote d ifa Acriptatt ; 
distrngmsh the diversity of latjfdea^i^rpeij^^ of 
leidings^ la awcml, bewg CBnistiaritraBid iheohi- 
j^ans bydnfcjr* labour wkhoatesa^gwbyjMans 
>of the perusal o(^(theiScrip<i«iei^toiiJeK^Qinejaoin 
-hkk. ^Fefget iiot, otfaatitiir'thBiBtaisf^'i^^^ 
vBibte^wfaiohimustreadei^ |pou botfeAciuDiciwKl 
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the other ; and it is with this doubk view that 
you must prosecute that study. ** Give attend- 
ance to redding, to exhortation, t6 doctrine/' is 
the advice of St. Paul, to you as well as to 
Timothy. " Neglect not the gift that is in you 
.... meditate upon these things; give your- 
selves wholly to them. ... Continue in them, 
for in doing this you shall both save yours^lvea, 
and them that hear you.*- Oh, My Brethren ! 
what a noble career is that which lies open 
before you ! To develope, in conjunction, the 
highest faculties of your souls^— to preserve them 
in a state of perfect equipoise, of continual har- 
monious progresison— consequently, to exalt 
ymir intellectual and moral dignity to the utmost 
height attainable in this world of error and sin, — 
then to apply these feculties, so united and am- 
plified, to tiie sublime and engaging study of 
God, his iheroies,and his couhi^ls; — such is the 
true definition and sum of your task; and to 
crown this gknrious atid diving undertaking, the 
welfare, the ;salvatk>n, ol fom brethren and 
youirs6lv€6j are'the reicompenie proposed ! Dis- 
ciples of Jesois Christ ! are you not animated by 
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this prospect? Do you; not feel your courage 
and strength redouble while you contemplate 
it? Do you not cast forward to it the same 
eager and gratified looks, which the lover of 
nature, while standing at the foot of our majes- 
tic Alps, prepared to ascend their summits, 
casts upon their wild recesses and stormy peaks? 
"YeSj noble is that careerr— a career at once of 
light and virtue, of sanctity and science, of 
goodness and dignity — ^which calls you to the 
near contemplation of God, and to approach 
as much as possible to ** the measure of the sta- 
ture" of Christ; — ^which makes you "workers 
together with Him,'' and aends you forth to re- 
peat cmce more the message of peace and good- 
will to redeemed and thankful men. Noble is it, 
indeed — ^but it is so only as the Divinehand has 
marked it out, aiKl provided it sufiers no limita- 
tion from you. Should you havethe.misfortune 
to overlook either of the great branches of the 
duty which it lays upon you, how changed 
would your conditio9 be! \ shoi^d not fulfil 
my task to-day. Brethren, if I did not msist on 
this point. 
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III/ The miiii6t«f c^ Ohriat woiddr be guilty 
of a fetal error, who; satisfied with' piety un- 
coimectdd with relltctioa, should^ study the 
Word of G6d » a Chiistiaa^j^ilyr and. not also 
as a Theologian. Thift would be to^ aim. at rae 
oijject wittt instmmenti^ adapted to axx>thef. 
kn hie office^ of ai^teadier» . it ia* neetisaryi that he 
should undcmtaad— that be should hare oan- 
paredy arranged, considered, retained;— and, ^ 
pioutf, indeed, but blinded and ignorant, heis 
content with a oonfosed and^ indefinite impres- 
skm, wfaichi however energd&;,. is not^umithat 
aodount; tb^ less* insufficient to ^ impart to his 
mind distinct nottoos, enlarged views; and a 
clear and logicaL method. Asa Protestant Bi- 
Tine,.heis bound to exatnine^n-and he deprives 
himidelf <tf the freedom^ of thought, and: the 
<K>61hes8.incK3eBsai^^ £ai examination; The:daTe 
off his &dings, and iherefom; HttlejaecessibhPtD 
veasDUf her yi^ldi^ to a; thousBUNb improNMoiis, 
which, he ( ou^^^ to> mistrust. Jl) degmatic 
maiuiteir^ .irivikiag figures, audi a^; pathetic tone 
<)f v6ioe,t^the emotion:^ which accompanira\tife 
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tidiii^,-- that blind' ^ithasiasm> whifeh is called 
foirth' by reffisrkaible tal^Eit or strikihg pen^onal 
a)iva^ti|^es^— 'the oomlbrt of belienstg, liudis-^ 
tdtrbed < bf doi:^t on* delmte^^^andi the desire of 
pddrtakmg' ia tiie faitiU of those' he loves^^^^aK^ 
ottentb&ied grounds of his^ theology, and serve 
hiin' inirtead of' dncere, calm, and profound 
iniftiiry; Y^ subh^ inquiry was^ his bounden 
duty --^ his indispensable' preparation ^ for tite 
sacred and aiduous^ funeticms of the ministry^ 
Impradettt tsmkl "vrell wiil it be for him if he be 
not punished for his iktik by his i^rrors aad 
€«t*aVagtttfeles; in ^atl way will he acquit 
Mibsfi^ 0f his ehatge' as a imnister of J^ns 
C^hriktt fie '^l/ nt) dotrbiv (fiffiase wound hM 
^Ih witiith ^at h*f^ warmly feels'; he' will 
possess'&e etoqu«MTe of.theh^aixt-^^g£i»tnlat>- 
tlflr)' )to4iD«ibt, «t^l€»»trwh€fi^ the^ oii^ect is to'catt 
ii|i'g0^^ though olle^ifl^^fig eicMidtts ; but df 
vel^ Utti« ustf foi^'ittH«»aeti^^ l¥liett t^equired 
W<^(MmAvAthmih^^empto^^ a r^s^&^for 
M» Mttrhegtm well^nscfubled persons^ to gm^ 
«Bd 'OOiifirttt^ the' newly^cttttvferted, how nwiy 
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defects and errors of detail will his theology 
exhibit! How often must he expose himself 
and hiis flock to the attacks of the enemies of the 
faith ! How often .will he be ready to sink be- 
neath the painful sense of his incapacity, and to 
lament an ignorance which compromise the 
Gospel and the souk of men ! The greater his 
zeal, the more keenly will he feel his insuffi- 
ciency; the concealed but distresi^ng conscious- 
ness of which will probably difiuse over his 
instructions, whether in public or in private, so 
much of wavering and uncertainty, as to deprive 
him of the success which he would have de- 
served. Often will he regret the want of that 
critical knowledge which formerly appeared jtO 
him so useless, and will reproach himjself for 
having despised it ; or rather, cut off from this 
resource, and obliged, nevertheless, to go oq 
discussing, analysing, commenting, and trans- 
lating, as if he possessed it, findin]^ it impossible 
to dispense with the arguments and methods At 
supplies, he will use them^ but almost at ran- 
dom. He too must assume the language of cri- 
ticism. Listen to him; and he will talk« like 
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others, of design — of context— of paiullels— of 
local circumstances— of contemporary opinions — 
of metaphorical language ; but after the fella- 
cious or pernicious opinions of other men, and not 
from his own examination. He relies upon the 
sense of the words, but in versions that can never 
reflect the exact shades of meaning in the ori- 
ginal text. Deprived of experience and coirect 
knowledge, he is dazzled by the first probable 
explanation or ingenious system which falls 
into his hands; The sport of fanciful analogies 
and errors long since exploded, he is always 
mistaking specious hypotheses for infallible 
discoveries, positive statements for sound argu^* 
ments, mere conjectures for established facts,—* 
in other words, falsehood for truth. Experi- 
ence shows this account to be far from over- 
charged. Open the writings of those who accuse 
critical learning of falsehood or conceit, and 
afiect to dispense with it — I assert without 
hesitation, that you will find them constantly 
having recourse to it tiiemselves, without know- 
ing it, perhaps, but likewise almost always 
without method and without success. 
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-Tiiia gittad<iniatakejJVfy.Bi6thr6xi, p^rv^^des 
mMe llk^a ane Qla«8 of theologians, and more 
than, me tet *of imligious opinions: it is to he 
jnet with wheresoever men are found at (mce 
eager and presumptuous, inquisitive and believ*- 
ing, restless and convinced* Above all, it dis- 
covers itself among those who, strangers to the 
vocation land. the duties of the Divine, love to 
inlTude themselves, into, hip , oflSpe. Such ignpt 
rant presumption, which 99 often substitutes 
foims for. jl^ings and terms for ideas, is one 
ingredient in no sm^il jiumber.of the crosfses^ 
pK^dkes,iand vexa^ons^ whiqh surprise think- 
ing, meii and'grieye truQ Qhiistians; and is 
commonly fouiid ,at the bpttom of intolerance, 
xxmtempt, .and ihapghty exclwfion. > ; 

.To study Soiptufi? ^^^,J)iYij^^fijkd to forget 
io^^T&ddyt, as a Ghgp[stjiqLt|,,would beno less per- 
nicious..* ^Whkh i of you,, ^rethr^n, does j(H)t 
anticipate me here, in deploring the 4tijati0n 
of the unharppy person: ^vhQ i»editate& ;the}#9>$4 
tidings jof the -Gosp^l m .<yd0r jto .procl^mtbe* 
*o others^ white he knovs . ja$t ,bpw; to jpi^laiflj 
them to himself? Xhioiiighf what ^ti^ange.ftbev- 
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iQjtkm .^^bes. ^e who4eyate& U^ life to 4^ «tady 
of ludvatio^'^ foi^g^)t|^. treac^we which he\mg$ 
i^hrm, ^d which h^ H^y wd ought to appro- 
pnate to himsell'? like tiie wrotched lyiser, he 
^t€cum^|6^ riiphcfSi an^ yet pushes for want I 
Caljied ftp thet- glonp^s pf&oe><>{ a miniBter of 
Christ, he has been c^iDt^t to remain the votary 
of know^edge^ apd that knowledge he has wholly 
dirested of its utility* What, at the last day, 
^1 be thjg^ eonsequejice to this guilty servant, 
of- ha^ag ^' kmw^ thf wiU qf ^U Lard,'' and 

^ * Iteplpmble^ however^ and absurd as this errcur 
u^y bey it is easy> beci^use it ia in nature. I^a 
gen^ftd,^ we obey the passions rather than tljie 
jyightr wi^th^ u$, and f^ a^ot ]^e less inconsiisteiit 
f^r %«{pgiostru€)|ed.. 11^ §tvident of theology 
be iH>t draw^ ^^owanibs^t^ object of his iipiquir 
fka^, by^ ^ pi<|us ^l^ticms which form the 
xChnstiau — if M h^ a^kqsted merely by the 
a^eiiyiJQise of €^xi!Mi^Q%.'^^ p08S€)Ssing infonna- 
ii(>nrr-Tit is intvain tlmt he becoines learned in, or 
A;te9f(^r <>f, tfapse <pHnsipl(^ which should lea^ 
4ojr€q>eatea)ce, to ocmvemon, and godliness: he 

o2 
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runs a great risk of making use of the object of 
his study as an amusement of the mind, instead 
of applying it to the cure or nourishment of his 
soul. The danger of this is so obvious, the 
eiril so serious, and the precautions and remedies 
necessary to be adopted so evident, that I need 
pursue this topic no further. 

Accordingly, I have at present a different 
object in view. He who reads as a Theolo- 
gian, without reading as a Believer, is not 
merely a bad Christian, he is, moreover, a bad 
Divine: this is what I am now to show more 
eitplicitly than I have hitherto done. No doubt, 
the Theologian, as such, proposes to under- 
stand, rather than to feel; and, in order to 
understand, he must make special use of his 
intellect. But we were far from meaning to 
assert, that this intellectual faculty ought to 
destroy in him every other ; that for the pur- 
pose of becoming fit for his task, he ought to 
divest himself of the noblest marks of th<e Di^ 
vine resemblance. The understanding, in order 
efiectuailly to conceive, compare, and judge, has 
need of the pious affections. Witiiout these 
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afl^ctions, how is it possible to comprehend 
those writings which are, in the first instance^ 
addre^^i^d to them? How ifif it possible for a 
$oul all frigidity and torpor^ justly to appreciate 
those afiecting turns, those touching expressions, 
those lively images, and popular aigumeti^ 
which abound in Holy Writ ? How many things 
(Joes the Bible contain, which only an affec- 
tioiiiate and pious disppsition can interpret I |f^ 
8^in, we pass from the laiiguage to the matter, 
how i^ it possible for any erne devoid iof feeling 
to comprehend those mysteries pf mercy, yrhicb 
owinept the creature with ithe Creator,— ^whtch 
unite guilty naan to thp I^eemer of the World, 
apd which qcHistitajte the e8^n<?e, the beauty, 
^md vaJpi^.^Qf th^ftlp^? In order to embrace 
Uiespjjiubl^cts^iio liess than, to undeirstand the 
langtttgft;pC, Scripture, we intislt be capable of 
feeling, pf teiid^naess^. and of love. Such 6mo*: 
tionp, I kijQWi ought to be under the regulation 
qf th^; judg39ptent» tp ,be submitted to examina^ 
tioas^y aiad fii^aily tp be translated by logic intoi 
ideas andjj fopts; bflt they ate not, on that 
ac^o^]pt,; less j^eedful in vrorking the mine of 
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fcfr^iited TVuth. the <>re^ vciast ^asar thfo &e 
fttfHiace, but it must first of all be extracted from 
the earth ; and the man of learning, unaided by 
piety, will never succeed in doing this* "Vf ith al! 
his knowledge, he will do no more than dig the 
surface of the seily int6 ffhe bosom bf which he 
ought to penetfttte; Were khowledge, there- 
fbre, the ultimate objecty it wotild still be requi* 
site to cultivate the religious feelings ; and what 
is this but to assert that in^ studying Seriptui^ 
we must unite the rtethod adapted to' the pri- 
vate Christian td that of th§'»felieher? ^^ 

I wiH go furthe?>^andi say; t^t the ChriSlito 
CiVinfr m^t n6t enly^^ this, if he^^^Mld fiiMS 
hi^ task; lie m«$f do i« in carder -«^nf«6^h«ive tf 
iritf to the^<ind6«aking. • la Aet, Bif^hifeii^aiitf 
thi« k a» imp^frtant con^iidenMion^ti;^ Siet^od 
l^vope)' for the divii)^ demaiid^,f above all^tiiingi,' 
a mhid Well *tris|)*ied fo^ eilainiiifttkMi^r-^thli;e 
is ti6 say, tifliiAateiii*y a^ k>Vfe «l ttuth,'op«frtiy 
its influence, and iM^h bdthit]^ ^ea^ bli^ oi' 
p#ejudi@e'agdin^ H/ iik &tl ^at bi9'b6«Hf s^, 
I h^ve suppOsM th€^ the«l6gi6«I4^qilMft t&lkt 
calm, impurtial, bfaeatetti te^iPvov^o£)f^^^M^ 
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mii maiatain within us? Alasi! does i his* being 
adorned with the hotiotnrable title of theologian^ 
render tise snTimster of Christ less accessible to 
prejudices^ to the love of disputation, or to in- 
tractability of the will ? Subjciet as we, are tb 
weakness smd t& passion/ wlur shall piieserre 
us frow self-coneeit^ &can defetence to humav 
opinion, from obfiftihaciyv from'the maniv of ex- 
pfadning and defining everything, from fondness^ 
{or syrte», and fe)mHytoteyer leads us to search 
the Bible for whdt soitsiis, aotid not fer; what it 
tirau^hes— diq)ositiohs, any aai df whibh would^ 
sv^ce to defeat eilaminati6nv> and {Knson ouir 
divinity at the root?^ ^Oh^ My Brethren! hyw 
much need have we of uprightness, hmniKty^ 
candour, ;lave of Ood^in a wordy of time piety? 
This alone can iso^pfire us with an earnest desire 
to know <he truth, asr God has been pleased ta. 
revead it to uis^ and with a fixed intention to ein^ 
brace it, when known. Oonsequently, in this re^ 
spect again, piety^; after having paaiofe Christiana 
of us, will nake flieoldgians of usi also^ ' You 
are expected, tten, Bly Bret^reik, not merely to 
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read the Bible, but to love it; not merely to seek 
for truth in it, but to make thai inquiry with a 
pure, a feeling, and a devout heart ; with a pro- 
found desire to obey God, and to be truly ac- 
quainted with his win. Once again, therefore, I 
observe, the method of the mere Christian must 
be united to diat of the man of learning, even 
with a view to rendering the latter ^fectual. 

Let us be assured, that the biblical stud^t 
who sacrifices devotion to knowledge, and the 
enjoyments of the soul to the pleasure of 
scientific acquisition, is unworthy the name of a 
divine* Whilst the true divine developes at 
the^same time all the faculties which God has 
given him, by the mutual aid of each otiieri-t- 
wbilst be' e^ploy^ all his powers, by turns, upK>n 
the labblest objects, — the critic, who in thesludy 
of the Bible knows^not how to be more than a 
critic, ini vain ^illustraitei^ alternately tibe paartin 
eulars and ithe geneitil scheme ; he is iiiianting 
in thit> whk^fa would give him the tniestv 
deepest insight, whether into the nature op 
the Word and works of God— rl mean, an ex- 
perience of the wonderful hidden relations 
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which exist between the Gospel and the wants 
of his own heart. He knows not, he seeks 
not, these relations ; his inquiries do not tend 
towards them* Wholly occupied with explain- 
ing and illustrating, he hardly, in fact, exa* 
mines any thing but doubts and difficulties ; and 
passes over without observation, whatsoever is 
plain and profitable. He keeps his attention 
constantly fixed upon exceptions and limitations, 
upon the smallest and least useful details c^ 
those Scriptures, the broad majestic volume of 
which requires to be r6ad with more enlarged 
views^ Strange perversity I He turns away 
from thie light that surrounds him, and observes 
only a few points which remain amid the 
shade. Busied in measuring or restoring the 
mouldings of the temple, he raises not his eyes 
to contemplate the stately proportions of the 
edifice, and forgets to enter; the sanctuary. In- 
fluenced by this exclusive pursuit, which chills, 
misleads, and degrades him> he loses the per^ 
ception and the very recollection of those-^ 
qualities in Scripture, which are designed to 
move the heart and exalt the feelings. The 
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cDBsequeace 'm, that tvmk his leAmiiig; eeaaes to 
ha^ any other effect than to midead. Like cer- 
tain medicines which, if taken in tdogmt quan*' 
titles, or ifijudiciousl^r compounded, become poi-^ 
sons> it probably ends in the destraction of both 
faitb and feeling. tHs belief daUygmwtrfeebler;' 
and at last wholly perishes, fitim tiieeffectof ccm- 
fined and distorted vie^, and ^'^fiidse conduct ^ 
the understanding'. One observes him with snr- 
pfise, incapable of- comprehehdingpthe^ cleai^t 
and most striking points, because for their com- 
prehension love and falrti >are recjtnredj One 
finds him seeking ubnaturtil and far-fetched ex- 
planations cfi things which present no diftculty 
whteitever to the min^ of the simple bdieve*.' 
Tliat knowledge whieh eiiabtes those in whora^ 
it is united with love to look, as it Were, with 
eagle-eyes, upon the J^^otfrce ^f waWtith and 
light, seems, inhis^ hands, to have degenerated* 
into an instrumegat ^ ciontrOyersy, of pride, dti* 
scepticism, R-om this lime, H^t^eases even 
to afford him that exalted satisfaction whicfr 
every kind of intellectu^ ttdvancement ^^i^tild 
seem calculated .t4i» impart j because, in fact, It 
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pku^ him m &l IblIs^, {Mi&fal, i^ itldefeiii^le 
posidoti. The theologian w1h> no longer fe^ls, 
no longer belieyes the truths which it is his 
business to teach, looses all that love of exer- 
tion, all that force of iieartfelt conviction, 
which leisui to the acdOniplishmeTtit of stich 
great, things, aiid ^6 the soui^ce of so inuch 
triumph and so ttiuch peace. Secret inquietudes 
and too obvidtis embarrassments^^^'-cotttintral 
uncertainties Aiid ttiisgivings, carefully concealed 
perhaps, but betrayed by cold and equivocal 
(anguage — an almost total absence df religidu^ 
consolations— sprayer sddonl attempted, or 
btt)k6n by doubt and disquifet-^discontent with 
Mmself-^disgust at his dutiess— useless: regtets ; 
these are his lot aiid' las ptmishmeiit. If he id 
a man tif retolution attd tonesty, he ' frees him- 
self at once by stripping off the garment of the 
priesthood — a robe too heavy for the heart 
^hich bteathed not^f '«8Li^ knd unimpeded by 
mystery— ^aiid-pteferS, if tie^ be; penury and 
blame: if a iteafc'^^Ae,^^ perseveres, and 
degrades himself by habittratiiig hi^ mind to & 
state of secret atid improfiGelble wretchedness. 
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Or, as it jBometimes happens, if re%iott6 feeling 
be not quite dead^ — if the cause of his.ertor lie 
in the vice of his method or the mistake of 
his judgment, and not in the heart, — if some 
uncertain wandering ray of light shine before 
the eyes of tibe benighted wanderer, while 
yet he wants courage to recover his "way and 
retrieve his error,— casting away at once with- 
out distinction all that burdensome science 
which has occasioned his doubts and d^1resses» 
he blindly tramples upon the k^urs of his life 
gone by, the fruits of his researches, and the 
principles he had established, as well what 
Reason vindicates as what Faith rejects, fus well 
truth as error ; then, rushing at random into the 
opposite extreme, ^ abjures examination, tha$ 
he: may succeed in believingp and begin o^ce 
move .to feel! 

You haye then, Brethren, in conplus^n, two 
dangers lyiiig before you, in the course on 
which you are enteoring; and iur order tp shun 
themj you must, in the study of the Bible, pracr 
tise at the same time two opposite methods,--^ 
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you must, as much as possible, combine the 
two dispositions to which they correspond. If 
you succieed in doing this, you will be happy, 
and what is better, you will be useful. We 
have said already, that the success of the mi- 
nister of Jesus Christ depends in a great 
measure upon maintaining the harmony of his 
powers. It is to the preservation of this balance, 
he owes the faculty of producing aii effect upOn 
the different tempers, of meeting the different 
wants, of his flock; of calculating every circum- 
stance, and accommodating himself to every 
situation. It was by " becoming all things to 
all men," that St. Paul **" gained some." Such 
is the case at all times ; but the times we live 
in are no ordinary times : on the present occa- 
sion, therefore, I have something further to say. 
Candidates for the mmistry of the Gospel, 
have you made yourselves well acquainted with 
the age in which you live, and with the com- 
munities for whose service you are preparing 
yourselves? Those days of languid ease istre 
long gone by, when the careless Christian world 
yielded to their miniistefs, without dispute bul 
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wjthopt ^9jD^stnes9^ ^ -piitj^r^ respedt un^- 
Qompnuied by cppfidence wid smcere regjuxj ; — 
y(k^ they displayed toward their pastors 
uegytfaer han^ni^ nor iqipprtunity/ only becaijse 
tj^ey cared but little about eitbper their jiessoiis 
or their l9.boimi# 4^ spirit of Ufe is now gone 
frrth^j. ^ frftptt n?an to mw sjeal is grjijlsally 
diffusedi foJlow€#-T-so bumw i jnfifinity de- 
«fp«»-rby di8CU8sji<W:,apd QoUjfttfm, bf divisicp 
IM^ Wausticp, tbe> jupay<pid8^ rconseqw^ce of 
the «gitJ^tion ,of itfefli^ftbJic ^ij^ ianid the fion^ 
flictof .^pimwvs. Did [nrttt<?b?i^Jbii4«elf testify, 
tbatevje^ ^eyr^ ^'^me.to 9end:fire upon the 
part^ ? " . Iurftv«ryrip«ft» of the ^Brj^ta^t wpdd 
tbfi B9fnfi itjaupes i9i*e:Wtif<«iflciug the ^ame 
f^^ts ;. ipL sQv^^ latiti|d§s ^^ tempest is sub- 
sidingf *n pth^i« it is exploding, or s^^spended m 
suilgfr; ,pr^paiatiw;nMt ^Tprywhei? Jh.e si^ne 
ftoJqu?r^aTg.gx^b|ted> J*^^SM»»/baiu\er? i^ptyed 
against each other, tlu:e(Lten tb^^iiaqie <;(^bat& 
,Qp ihip^ide.and pn,1^?it>^re.«eepL Gbrfej^i^^ 
Prptestaptsy divided, ^JasJ a^mich ,by tbw 
p^us^iops :j|s by their .tenet|EhTri];^sb^g jii <?fi?ir 
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mfymmesi Jatom^ ilhe: ^tg&A i)i jeacountermg;i 
mi in il^ end eoteenehing tben^selyea in two 
ixostite camps beti?«seenn>»hkh tbey beliese 
a gulf to caiaL Tb.betb parties, howeyer, is 
the JsiinistfifolJesus Christ sent; both ace his 
brethrmiand his: children c it is /his business to 
make, himself known, heard, and loved, by all I 
Oh, there will ^be need of menwise and mi§^1y 
19 i^pirit^i.ta seize^ the standard of Christ, and 
lush between the opposing hosts ! They will 
£nd that they must call upon all those to join 
them,uwho have at hf^art the love of God and 
man; they wiU£nd thatthey must, with the Gos 
pel in their >hands, gather/ together in the name 
o£ Him who is .Love, Spirit, And Truth, every 
one that is humbly and charital)ly disposed. 

But ito wlsQQ^, iPretfaieni shall it be gtVen to 
ifulfil this tkdbh' i»Bkiii'lVh6 khdil make his 
voicfii^h^ird al>ove the tiimultof prejiidioes and 
passions? Who will prove at the same time the 
intdligeht Guide, tii^ surei^end, the respected 
Minister of all ? I answer. He* aliorie who is at 
once jB^ion^^^^ [enl^JiMied^tvfo conditions, tiie 
unio^ ^f which is ihenx^orAt indis^^Mable> in 
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order that the mmister of Christ may be equal 
to his station ; — in other words, he alone, who 
not only shall have meditated the law of God 
continually, but who shall have meditated it 
at once with the head and with the heart, in 
the double capacity of an humble Believer, and 
a sound Divine, and shall have impressed on his 
lessons, his person, and his faith, a character at 
once evangelical and philosophic ; — he, conse*- 
quently, who shall have perseveringly and success 
fully employed the two methods whose tendency is 
to produce this double effect. It is there. My 
Brethren, I unhesitatingly assert — in the 

UNION OP GOSPEL SIMPLICITY AND CRITICAL 
LEARNING, OF KNOWLEDGE AND PIETY, OF 

REASON AND FAITH — that wc must look for 
the hidden, but true and pregnant principle 
of the peace of the Church, of the efficacy erf 
your ministry, and of the triumphs of Religion. 
He alohe, who is at the same time the disciple 
of the pure Gospel and of a sober philosophy, 
can appreciate and satisfy wants opposed to 
each other; can tolerate all opinions, without 
di&iguising his owti ; ean discourse, by turns. 
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to the humble Christian and the haughty wc^ld- 
liug, to the doubting aikl the presumptuous, to the 
reasoning head and the feeling heart. He alone 
will deserve and obtain the confidence of both 
classes. He alone, taking a commanding view 
both of mankind and of revelation, will know 
how, among various doctrines, to set in a promi- 
nent light those parts which tend to reconcile, 
rather than those whi<:;h separate — ^that which is 
essential, in preference to that which is second- 
ary — ^that which is useful, rather than that which 
is instnmiental to abuse. He alone will know 
how, without offending either party, to bring 
back adversaries heated with debate, to the 
same point, and keep them there, — to remind 
them that they ** are brethren,'' — ^to show them 
how little real difference exists between them, — 
to teach them the respect and consideration 
each owes the other. He may not, perhaps, 
succeed in altering their opinions, but his mild 
and dignified influence will modify the applica- 
tion of them, will moderate differences, soften 
collisions, and silence bad passions ; and will 
diffuse over all, instead, that mild and patient 

p 
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piety which^ no less than charity itself, 
** beareth all things^ believeth all' things^ hopeth 
all things.'' Such, Brethren, such ought the 
minister of Jesus Christ to be ! Such ^ must 
be, who may confidently take possession of the 
post which Providence assigns him, and' who is 
entitled to proclaim himiself ready for his call ! 
Such is the true herald of a Religion of love, of 
knowledge, and of peace ! It is by his answer- 
ing to this description that he will be recognised 
as the disciple and worthy representative of 
** the wisdom which is from above*' — of that 
** wisdom which is pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to 
be intreatedy full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy." Noble is the 
office. My Brethren, to which you are per- 
mitted to aspire. May the Divine grace enable 
you to seek and to obtain it, and may my words 
be the means of furthering the work ! So shall 
neither you nor I have laboured in vain. 
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SERMON VII. 



Ist John, v. 3. 
His commandments are not griorous. 



EVERT one readily acknowledges the beauty 
of the Gospel precepts. Who indeed could 
refiise the tribute of his admiration to a pure 
and exalted system of morality, the sole object 
of which is to perfect the nature of man, to 
restore him to his primitive excellence, by 
renewing him, according to the image of God, 
in holiness and righteousness ? 

But, My Brethren, how ingenious are men 
in discovering excuses for theur transgressions, 
and in palliating their deviations from rectitude 1 
Pretexts for evading the obligation of the Divine 
laws are sought in every direction, and found 
even m the perfection of those laws itself; 
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which, by affording an evidence of their origin, 
ought to augment our zeal to fulfil them. 
Christianity, it is alleged, in its sublime code of 
morals, imposes a heavy yoke upon mankind ; 
and the severity of its precepts is such, as to 
present only constraint and diflficulty at every 
step in the path of obedience. 

Can, then, the way of salvatbn be contrary 
to that of temporal felicity? Must we, if we 
would attain to the happiness of heaven, devote 
ouraelvQ^, to|)ai9 ^4.niijse^,onie%pft?,aR4 arip 
there no ipeans of Isi^ouripg fpr jeterci^l life, 
T/i^thQut deo5?TOg purgelve^ thf co^igpljittlDns 
/scatter^, oyer ^tl|e jpri^ent ^fptii^j existgnce ? 
Qo^ forbid, ^tliat, we ;fhpjil4cchwsh a mistake 
80 p$imieipus> so cal<in]At§4i tc^ 4eter n^ from 
,the pursjiit. of godjliness,: by j^piring.ij^j/with 
groundless aversiqn fpr i^ 4\c^^^.) .. nuw 
^j Ini)rder.tO dijglpajtejsp^^Toss ?tn illusi^p, we 
^^ only consider. the.Cijaracteb o^^jouii 

La^$ which He has ei^mipied^ ?md l^^.i^i^ 
)i!iyt;s AND ASSISTANCE w^ich he alEii^s to 
fttdlitate their obtervanpe^ Tii^ , precepts oS tt^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



215 

Gospel, in short, ♦' are not-grievous," first, 
because they proceed from a God of justice and 
goodness ; they " are not grievous,*' secondly, 
because they are wholly conformable to the 
laws of conscience and the light of reason; 
laMly, they ^* are not grievous," because the 
observance of th^n is aided by the most power- 
ful motives and the most effectual help. — Give 
me your attention, M^ile I lay open these im- 
ptnrtant truths ; and by convincing you that the 
yoke of Christ is easy and his burden light, 
may I be enaJ^ed to smoothe for you the path of 
duty and obedience, and cause you to delight 
in those pursuits which ought to constitute your 
chi^f study and occupation here below I 

< L We must be careful not to confound the 
commandments of God with those frivolous 
ordinances, the invention of senseless super- 
stition, which, by exalting practices equally 
trifling and painful to the rank of virtues, 
crush mankind beneath an intolerable bur- 
den, and convert the Divine Being into a 
&uei tyrant, whom only teajrs and sufferings 
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can appease. Assuredly, it is not under linea- 
ments so repulsive, that we can discorer the 
mild precepts of that God of Mercy, whom 
our Saviour came to make known. There are, 
I know, writings replete vdth a melancholy 
and austere devotion, in which Piety, repre- 
sented with a stem countenance, seenu to 
promise to her followers nothmg but irksome- 
ness and afflictions, — but these. Brethren, are 
doctrines of human invention. Men, in all 
ages, have shown themselves too much inclined, 
to lay upon themselves useless burdens; nor 
has the Church of Christ itself been free from 
false teachers, disposed, like the hypocritical 
Pharisees, to plant thorns in the path of religion, 
with a view of making themselves objects of 
veneration to the multitude, by their scrupulous 
discharge of exercises ' painful to the flesh. 
What belongs to men^ I leave men to justify. 
Our business here, is, with the Apostle, to 
preach to you the commandments of God'^to 
declare to you these commandments in' all 
their native simplicity. Novr, I assert that*the 
Divine commandments, so reeeivedi ca^not^be 
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*' grievous;" — not that no vigilance or care is 
requisite in keeping them; the Christian course^ 
no doubt, presents enemies to combat, and 
obstacles to surmount ; but, I repeat, they are 
mild and easy, whether considered absolutely, 
or in relation to the source from which their 
authority proceeds. 

I. Our first argument is derived from thk 

0OODNBSS OF TUS SUPB£M£ LEGISLATOR. 

The Almighty is not a hard and austere mas- 
ter, *^ reaping where he has not sown;" nor 
a proud, imperioug^ despot, seeking to sub« 
ject Im feeble creatures to an iron sceptre. 
Such revolting dispositions charactmse, indeed, 
those barbarous divinities, whose altars were 
sprinkled only with the blood and the tears irf 
their worshippers. The gods of the heathen 
are cruel — for men, whose work they ate, com- 
municate to them their owin ferocity ; but the 
God whose laws we, that zxe enlightened by 
thfe pure beams of the Gboi^l, acknowledge, is 
THAI* Beiko who fills heaven and eardi witb 
marks of his goodne»,--ithat Being Who^ wheq 
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he called us into eadfitence^ lijfniisked uisr «iiber- 
allywith all Udiigs'iieedfal to render existence 
suppoital^ and pleassmt*; it i» tiiat'God of 
mercy, who has been pleased in the Dispmisation 
of grace to display the treasures of his boundless 
lom» bfiappointing his own Son t^ be the min- 
ister of peace and good-will. Wotrld tMl^ aiSsc- 
tionate, this tender Parent — who knows the 
weakness* and imperfection of his dxildre£/ their 
liaUlity .to ignorance and error — subgeet them 
to a hanrii aad oppvessiye yoke, or /avenge the 
Tiriations of his kews ' iiHth the sevieiity t)f an 
inflexible Judge ? T6 ventuwBuehia^supfMition 
wmild.be to incur at once' the^ guilt of iii^^rati^ 
tikde and blasjpbemy: we must either separate 
firom'ouriidea ^ef Oodevery nation of justice, of 
irisdom; and of. goodnessy • or grant, thai ^* tn$ 
cammand$menUarenot^rievau$J^> 

: Had^the Altnigfaty )sent dtmn to us ^as' the 
inteil[>reter of > faia wiil^ an iAiperidus nuu^, to 
iniimidatfe Mankind Iviih menaiie», »id< terrify 
tiiem by calling down fire firom heaven upon Ihe 
violators of his laws, we might, doubtless, have 
presumed that commandments promulged under 
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circvms^nceg 90 awfuL woul4 pi:ove ko^h and 
djffiqult . , Biut wjiat lawgiver has, sot^effpctually 
a^ Jesus, .cpjnbjiped.tji^, most ^abl^ heijiignity 
vit^ .the mqst pc^isunwnatQiWigdorft.?.;!^^^ 
lawgiver has i^.wellfjckserjred tp h^ ^styled the 
tepder fifiend pf «iep„?,s pw.Piviae Ma$ter,;^who, 
wherever he went, left .marks, of his.good»ess; 
^^tftj.oYerflow^g.with^c^^a^tyapd indulgence, 
•^bral^,npt,]the bruwpd jr^^i pop^qi^acfej^ the 
S^king fts«;" wJto, tftuohed wjjth Cipmp»psion 
%r hijfliaft ys;ae, ,e?weptjy sought to relieve the, 
misery of fliaftkind I . • * Cpift? un^, ;ne/'> hp ex- 
cjaim^d, '' aU y^.thatjl^bQuii^dftre^eavy.laden,. 
^djejshaU fipl r9si,,ijntft,yfliff so^ls,^^,.Thlw 
the gpodft^^s both of the Author and Divine 
Interpreter of the laws of God, affords a pre- 
sujpption„ij^ favour ..ofHibe o^in^^s of tiiose 
law9jthf m«ely^^ ... . , , i» :. .ni 

. iJ. I,ot|serYfi> ip th^^cpod ptla«e, tb«t the 
Piviiie fiomjn^dments '< are not grievous," 
because they are entirely conformable 

TO THE LAWS OF CONSCIENCE AND THJB 
LIGHT OF REASON. 
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And^ first, let me address myself to those 
whose hearts and minds have never been 
perverted by the seductions of vice or the 
violence of the passions, and whose natural 
perceptions have not been darkened by the 
sc^hisms of a licentious philosophy. If, pierc- 
ing the depths of conscience, you examine 
your own being, will you not find engraven 
in indelible characters within the recesses 
of your bosoms, those same principles of good- 
ness, of justice, and of charity, on which the 
precepts of the Gospel are founded? What, 
then, have you to do, when you obey the law 
of Christ, but to follow the suggestions of your 
own better feelings, and to resign yourselves to 
the most pleasing impulses of your original 
nature? Virtues there are, I know, which 
evil-minded and corrupt persons may deem 
painful — ^but are they so to you f How many 
delightful sensations do you not, on the con- 
trary, experience in the practice of them ! What 
pleasure do you not feel, when, in obedience to 
the precept of your Saviour, you generously 
forgive the enemy who injures you; or when. 
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compassionatmg the tears of the destitute^ you 
relieve his sufferings even at the expense of 
your own comforts ? 

Now^ do not these agreeable emotions, which 
you experience while engs^;ed in the practice of 
the Christian virtues, prove clearly enough that 
every thing which you do in obedience to the 
Gospel, you do likewise in obedience to the 
genuine dictates of your own bosoms ; and that 
consequently Christ, by the morality which he 
taught, merely sanctioned the precepts already 
engraved oa the hearts of men, and which they 
would not have been less bound to follow, had 
the Gospel not enjoined their observance? 

Nay, My Brethren, does not the guilty person 
himself, by the remorse which the violation of 
the Divine commandments occasions within 
him, render the most striking testimony to 
their exact conformity with the original con- 
stitution of the human heart ? Yes, sinful men I 
every time you transgress those precepts so 
intimately connected with your moral being, 
y<m bear within your guilty bosom the murmurs 
of an accusing conscience, louder than the 
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voice of your evil passions ; every time you 
abandon yourselves to your ungovemed incli- 
nations, you secretly incur the condemnation of 
your \M^ heart; etWy titll»^^fl*ft y6uT)eifmit 
yourselves td be dmwH iifto afi%vttl^t»r of the 
laws of Grod, unable to find peitcfe^^ yoiit 
vicious^ career, « 'to j^sti^^^oar^^riiiSinaa 
conduct- to ' -yourselves^, unable ta ' 'sucdii^d'^iii 
silencing that ioitness'tothe /H<(/^^^hiah fil^aids 
the cause of virtue within you, y6U ta^^'cofi* 
strained to takte part* ^v4th the' I>M]le')prebeiA& 
against yourselves/and tcybecdme the^ ad^cScafteS 
of duty in oppositioti to ycmreorrupt defeires; ^ 
Let trs» not then^ imagine^ that before^ thfe 
promulgation ' of 'the Gospe!; thanfcind: 'Were 
wholly exempt from restwint;* and' allowed 
to follow their incfiBiatft<ms tmcheckedi N6i 
Brethren: the torch 6f 'reas<>n lighted 'tl^ 
path of duty for them ; Uie ciJinmaiidii^ Voici 
of cotiscience recalled them wheil ^wandbring 
from 4t, summoned their deed^ before iKn 
judgmefl^seat, aiid pronounced upbtft^emthi 
sentence of approval or condemnatibn^cftfcbrdihg 
to the good or evfl which they h^d donis. 
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Before men were subjected to the laws of 
Christ, they were seen to exhibit examples of 
those virtues which are considered the most 
difficult. They wece seen to > sacrifice, their 
lives to ^* seiuse of moral obligation/ to; lose 
them Jua Ihe midst of' torma^> rather than to 
incur dishonour: so true it is, that V the 
Gentiles which had not the ktw, were a law 
unto IJELemselves/" thereby 4^monstrating that 
" the law was written in their hearts." Let 
not then the yoke of the law be, regarded^as 
oppressive and insupportable; since it waa in 
fact imposed upon i men » while they wcare yet 
ignorant. o£ it, and since it prescribes nothing 
but what they had already prescribed to 
themselves. 

Can any thing, indeed, be more ju^ and rea? 
enable, than the obligati<Hi6 whichi it layQ upon 
us ? Gan any thing be more natural and more 
obligatory,, .than to fear and obey the Sovereign 
of theMuiverse, whose greatness is unceasingly 
displayed to quf view in he^ve^ and on earth^-r 
the al^soLute Lord of all thing^^ whose bownd- 
less power rules over, every .creature ;--rto love 
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beyond all things else that infinitely perfect 
Being, the source of whatever is great or 
beautiful in the creation, — ^that infinitely good 
Being, the giver of all that we possess, and who 
continually displays himself to us as the 
tenderest of Fathers, and the most bounteous 
of Beneftkctors? You think yourselves happy 
to be able to testify your regard for a temporal 
protector, whose power and authority have an 
influence upon your circumstances, and may 
decide your lot; you gladly avail yourselves of 
every opportunity to prove to a father or a 
benefactor, among men, the sincerity of your 
afiection, and the ardour of your zeal to please 
him : could you then find it irksome to pay the 
homage of the most rightful adoration, the tribute 
of love the most deserved, to that God of great- 
ness and of power, before whom all things mortal 
are as nothing, to that Grod of kindness and of 
love, to whom you owe every thing, and from 
whom you still expect to receive the united be- 
nefits of time and eternity ? O God, how pleasant 
to a feeling and grateful heart are the obligations 
which Thou hast laid upon us ! and how devoid 
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of reason must we be to charge with severity 
the most sacred of all duties ! 

Is it then^ Christians, in the duties which are 
laid upon you towards your fellow-creatures, that 
you can be supposed to find the trouble and 
diflSculty which are alleged? What, then, let 
me ask, are the various precepts in which these 
duties are enjoined ? " Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, even so do unto them 
/fft^iw^ "-^support their infirmities, pardon their 
offences, supply their needs, love them as 
brethren. 

** Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
unto you, even so do unto them likewise/' — 
Can you believe, that it would be easier and 
more pleasant to disp^ise with a maxim, in your 
own case, the strict observance of which you 
would still exact from others ? Does it not appear 
to you manifest, that without this invaluable rule, 
the earth would present only a scene of perpe- 
tual disorder and mutual aggression, in which 
every one would become by turns the instrument 
and victim of the most frightful outrage? Is it 
not manifest, that for us who all have the same 
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dakn to bajipiBesa, who arfe aU members <if the 
same family, unit^ ia the izpfiiimiD: bamls of 
society, but divided by so many differing 
kitQrefits, there could be no better nor siurer 
fule for the preservation 1 •of juakice, harmany, 
and brotiieriy love, than that yvindi Jesus lias 
ex^ned upon his discipies^^upport their 
infirmities, par^n thdr offehees V 

No^doubt, the first impulse of nature is *o 
retaliate upon the offender the injury with 
which he ivotild hate overwhelmed ourselves: 
but although the first taste offered by Revenge 
niay seem .sweet, h6w! replete Wi<di gall and 
wohswood is the bottom ctf her chalice ! How 
feiranucent is^the faatefal pleasure 6he procures, 
and with i^at ^a long train ' of miseries and 
regrets is k followed I No doubt, the first 
impulse of natmre^ is : to hate him who ^ «eeks 
to injure us : but iis tliere, ' I vrouM ask, a four- 
then worse to bear than hatred ? Is there any 
thing more fitted to poison every pleasure — any 
feeling more apt to inflict upon him who yields 
himself up to it the tortures of an anticipated 
hell? Again, our Lord enjoins us to supply 
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each other's need, to love as brethren: — Oh, if 
you are not devoid of every sentiment <rf pity 
and humanity^ which will you find painful, like 
the inhuman L^vite spoken xxf in the Gospel, 
to st^el yourself against the' groans of a perishing 
fellow-creature ; or, touched, like the generous 
Samaritan, with his complaints, to hasten to hii^ 
assistance, to stanch his bleeding wounds, and 
to la^sh on the sufferer all those cares which 
Ihe tenderest commiseration can suggest ? 

Is this, however, you will a§k, all which the 
Gospel requires of its followers? Does it not 
likewise seek to enslave our inclinations, and to 
curb our natural propensities in subservience to 
its severe precepts ? Seek to enslave our incli- 
nations! Man, created in the image of the God 
of perfection and holiness ! is it then enslaving 
thy inclinations, to direct them towards that 
glorious end which reason itself assigns to 
them, — to preserve among them that wise and 
delightful harmony, which is so worthy of the 
dignity of a rational creature ? Is it enslaving 
thy inclinations, to withdraw them from earthly 
things — from those vain and perishable, objects 

Q 2 
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which have neither value nor stability enough to 
deserve so earnest and enduring an attachment ; 
and to fix them on heavenly things — on objects, 
that is to say, the most worthy of a generous 
zeal and a noble ambition ? Is it enslaving thy 
inclinations, to require temperance in thy plea* 
sures and purity in thy desires, lest thou debase 
thy immortal soul to the condition of the brute, 
which knows no law but gross animal instinct? 
Is it enslaving thy inclinations, to free thee 
from the tyranny of evil passions, those treach- 
erous enemies, whose seductions would drag 
thee into infamy, and render thee vile in thine 
own eyes? Can a being endowed with reason 
and intelligence, find constraint and servitude 
in that, which forms the glory and^ triumph of 
his highest faculties? — Oh, My Brethren! let 
us rather confess, that a wise and gracious God, 
in enjoining upon us only what is good, reason- 
able, and excellent, enjoins no more than what 
ought to be consonant to our inclinations; and 
if the laws which He prescribes are holy and 
perfect, it is that very excellence which ought 
to make them to us pleasant and easy. 
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III. Again, you will say, the Divine laws 
would indeed present nothing but what is 
pleasant and easy to men, if, being at all times 
masters of themselves, they were enabled freely 
to pursue the paths of duty and virtue: but 
how often, blinded by our fatal passipns, and 
led away by them at their will, have we not 
wandered without the light of reason to direct 
our steps ! Placed, moreover, in a world cor- 
rupted by sin, have we not to maintain a 
ceaseless struggle against its seductions, which 
endanger our frail virtues at every step ? 

Doubtless, My Brethren, we have obstacles 
to surmount. But I remark, in reply, that the 
Grospel does not exact from us a height and 
perfection of holiness suitable only to celestial 
intelligences, and which the best and most 
righteous of men must despair of reaching. 
Such is not the tenor of that indulgent and 
consolatory law, which declares, that " if any 
man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father'^ — 
of that law, which demands of i^s no more 
than sincere endeavours, and repentance when 
we have transgressed. 
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Had we indeed, with a view to e?kicing the 
easiness of God's laws, asserted that it requires no 
care, no watchfulness, to obey tbem, you might 
with reason refer us to the contests 'Which yon 
have to maintain wi& the world and with yxynt 
passions ; but we liave not ccmcealed the fact,^ 
that llie career of the Christis^ presents enemies 
to encounter, and obstacle^ to overcome. To 
these we are exposed, in order that: owr vigi- 
lance and zeal may be kept active. We are 
repeatedly retninded in the Gospel, that we 
must watch, and &tnve, aoxd labouif fer salvation, 
" with fear and trembliig.'^ Should heaven, 
iffideeid, be the heritage of mdifference^ and sloths 
Should the crown of immortality iie reserved 
for thfe rewfard of edse and indolenlce ? Wtett is 
there worth' obtaiifibg, in our present state of 
existencec, to gam which demands Mitfaer.padhr 
nor exertion? Dd not lie, cidtJvartion of thei 
most agreeable o€ the art» <Dif life, ajod the acqm^ 
sition of thM knoifriedge which is the besi 
aadapted: to procure tnnoctotien|oym«nt, subject 
us, in lik^ manner, to watolni^d»4 io t^l ? . 

True — we have corrupt. ineliiMktionft t^ov^r, 
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€om^: but Je t&ose cases wfaeire the utmmt 
es^iertioQ is required to deliver^ ourselves from 
the penueJUms ? deapodtism iof > the passions, the 
Tery coiiditioniitself into, which th^r indulgence 
has brought^ us^ is sttehi ai^ obliges us to leave 
notbong^undoae for; the; pur|K)se of «pning joxs^ 
eiSAfieipatiGBi;.^ WiEnotOhe skve.vrj^a is groaoh 
ing. in .bitter tkhdi^Mttjeixiploir ^rery pondble 
means .td^.bseak his cfaainsi? What would y<)a 
say of a^^i<di. persimr^ . wibsit^ .thDugh . cQasumed by 
excruciating agonyv sbodd r^mae. ts^ tedoei those 
reanedies whkdt.idenei qqastM. bring himirelief? 
Would you them find i|; /le». painfiiL to 1^ 
witbia yoUi um QMenrhdmrng we^ht of guilt sod 
corruption, thitnjJQrt>Uy to ^ssBtt yoiurselves to be 
dellv^ed.fmm itt What, alasL is really ^£ffi^ 
cult, i^.to^haife^ito maiiKtaui a^ecHMtant stmg;^ 
nitJi a^oondms^mg Mmmrim^j: this^ i& truly a 
bard task.; tM s^ htiw^izWy^ the Jacw^ the. observe 
ance pf whiek is ^ntm recommeoded to you, is 
diiBctiy calculated^ ta lighta:^and ta rem^y. 

TruftTrrwa^h^ve £cirtiiert& pvesei^ ourselves 
frotti thqte auoea^ aad^d^ger^, wi& which cm 
piis»age)tb])oiigLtbedMimrrd is everywhere strewn : 



Digitized by LjOOQiC 



232 

but does llie Gospel leare us defenceless in the 
midst of the perils by which we are surrounded? 
Does it not, on the contrary, furnish us with 
irresistible weapons in our own warfare with 
the wOTld ? Though, of ourselves, we are weak, 
yet God promises to strengthen our weakness. 
Is not his grace sufficient to enable us to over- 
come l^e most violent temptatknis of the world? 
Must that wiiich is hard to unassisted man, 
prove so likewise to the Christian, supported by 
the Spirit of his Divine Master? 
. If the world strives to seduce us with its 
powerfiil solicitations, God himself also ad- 
dresses to us in his Word invitations the most 
urgent, exhortations the most fitted to awaken our 
zeal, and to rouse our courage. He, moreover, 
yiho thus addresses us is a gracious Master who^ 
in whatever he commands, regards only our 
welfare, — u tender Father, who heaps upon us 
C09tinual benefits, — a liberal Rewarder, who 
will n^et us at the close of our career, and 
place an imperishable crown of glory upon our 
heads. Encbutraged by the exalted hopes of a 
blessed eternity, the Christian (Hroceeds with 
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firm steps towards the gosd to which God him* 
self calls him by Jesus Christ. 

FiiiaUy^ does the world hold out contagious 
examples fcnr our iimitation ? The Gospel coun* 
teraots their pernicious influence, by raising us 
to the contemplation of the infinitely holy and 
perfect Being himself^ — by setting before us a 
sublime and consummate model in the Author 
and Finisher of the Faith, — ^by offering us in 
the multitude of glorified saints the noblest pat* 
terns of fervent and spotless piety. These good 
and righteouts men, these faithful servants of 
Christ, lived, as we ourselves do, in the midst 
of the world ; like us, they were exposed to 
every wile and every blandishment of the 
tempter; nevertheless, they persevered to the 
end in the career of sanctification, and ceased not 
to exclaim amid the overflowings of p^ms joy: 
^^ Bksscd is he whose deUght is in the law of the 
Lard! — The law of the Lord is perfect ^ concerting 
the soul:— the statutes of the Lord are right i re- 
jincing the heart.'' 

- Here, however, I can imagine myself inter-* 
nipted by the ArarmuA of ttie vicious. It is in 
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vatn^ 8a5r th^t that you ttcldii»;tlie^>e»]iiple of 
those persons who haive waUledtwith aidour ia 
the< way of salviBtioit; it km^iia'liiaA 'jou 
describe to us the law of <jod, aa bemg so: easy 
aad idjeasafltt m its^^raaid mt irqa^acd . to its 
obs»?aace^8afiperted)by so. maoy aeisiet and 
p<MlFerfo£4Bloti^sea^ ouroi;^ exf^tiiiMfee pr^rails 
over yow argniMmtabt soid.aentoa^aB %Tt3ip&v» 
life preseatst itself to. u^only under an aape(ft:of 
n^lilsive seventyi boli^i Irill ^ni be able^ lb 
Cdnviaee'Uid of itsipkaifwes tad faseiMMmn^f 

A) reli^i«i life^ y<m allege, appewi^ to foifst 
irksome and disgustiog^ — bnt, let ;tir.as)fi ^^ 
do jfiik awiil yourseltes of the aidfii whichltajre 
oifered to iaoUitdLte th^ d^K^harge of it^dutiedl 
I>o you faiarly admit the fpree of those moiines 
which the Faith, c^ Cbflriat pvesests? Bo. jm» 
feed y^itir souls upoui its. . ditinbi hopes t Yon 
find the law^ of God ^ ireplete. w4th. dififeulties-^ 
with difficultieis Mrhich eiQ^uaUy discousa^ 
you. Why^. ypUv obey not^ nor.^ei^ didvt*eyi 
that law : will you, then, ignordMly and rasUyv 
cfM[idemik>itr? Will you p^nouiu^ar d^iflao^ in 
^^ n^atter . r^peoting whktb ycw^ \m^t h&d: na 
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experience whsytever? JRfr* giver ReSgkm and 
Virtue a trm^- then you. will haJve^.acqfuired a 
right to speak and to judge of them. Wth&pto 
you liafe been the sdaii^ of your shifcil 
passionfir'^only , FetspectiBg^ the misbry and 
disgust to willed tie^ have esposed you, are 
you entitled ta give an opinion. You, greedy 
and coYetoUs meal you cun tell what it has 
eost you to^ elescf yduv hearts dcMitknally a^nst 
every kindly and generous embticm ! You, ciuel 
and revengeful men! yo<i can tell what it hae 
cost to have the thcmghts continually occupied 
with dark desi^^and seji^^ies of vi0d.ence.l Youj 
deceiven^ and hypipcrites ! you' can tell what i it 
has cost to be continuall^T e»tangted in an 
inextricable labyrinth of fraud apd duplicity! 
£aeh pf you may rightfully pronotlnce a 
judgment in. matters, where your resf^ee^e 
vices and paissi<^s sure, omcemed — ^your ofwn 
experi^M^ b^ tea faitl^uUy qualified you §of 
thatc^cev B^iit belongs ^t to you tQ talk 
of the trials tawiiich R^x^iexoN sutt)ect$ hef 
A)llowers.. First: b)d farewell to sinr-fii(3t jwb;' 
due the violence of yovtr passions;, and d>e&i 
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but not till then^ declare whether the yoke of 
the Gospel, to which you will haye learned 
obedieace^ be indeed so grievous as you now 
presume. The captive just freed from his 
gloomy dungeon finds the light of day— that 
light which to other m^n is so cheering, and 
which forms the charm and ornament of the 
universe — insupportable ; and should you suc- 
ceed by a determined efibrt in breaking the ties 
which bind you to sin, the change you will 
experience will be a change, not of the Gospel, 
but of your own heart. Thenceforth delivered 
from the slavery which now oppresses you, you 
will walk freely in the way of &e Divine com- 
mandments; and the same path which seemed 
to. you so narrow and rough at its entrance, will 
insensibly widen as you advance, and will 
open before you a smooth and unembarrassed 
course. Being bom again to righteousness, 
you will likewise |?e born again to peace and 
joy; a new sense of tranquillity will diffiise 
itself through your purified bosoms ; you will 
bless the happy moment when you adopted a 
resolve so necessary to your true welfare; and 
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you will exclaim Math the holy rapture of a 
soul which has returned to God after a long 
estrangement : — " I knew not imtil now the 
things which belong to my peace and to my 
happiness: with Thee alone, O my God, can we 
find rest to our souls ; with Thee are the foun- 
tains of living water, which alone have power to 
quench the thirst of the soul, when parched in 
this earthly journey with the scorching breath 
of sin." May these consoling sentiments. My 
Brethren, be ours! May we daily make fresh 
advances in the way of holiness, and experience 
more and more, that " light is sown for the 
righteous," and that " abundance of peace" is 
" laid up" for those who fulfil faithfully the 
laws of God ! A men. 
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SERMON VIII. 



ON A SECTARIAN SPIRIT. 
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SERMON VIII. 



Titus iii. 10, 11. 

A man that is an heretic, after the first and second admo- 
nition, reject ; knowing that he that is snch is subverted, 
and sinneth, being condemned of himself. 



WHAT first strikes the intelligent observer 
who is occupied in the study of nature, is the 
inexhaustible variety which the Creator has 
introduced into his works. In them all, from 
those prodigious bodies which roll through 
space, to *'the poor insect which we tread 
upon," and the hiunble grass that decks the 
surface of the earth, this quality is manifested. 
Even in the same race and the same species, 
each individual, while it preserves the characters 
of the family, has its peculiar features which 
distinguish it from every other. But nowhere 
is such variety more remarkable than in man. 
I refer not only to the differences which are pre- 
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sented in the features of the face, in the sound 
of the voice, or in the tastes and talents of men : 
there is a still more striking diversity : it is that 
of the mind — the direct consequence of that 
liberty which is the distinguishing privilege of 
humanity. In matters of taste, in questions 
rel?iting to gpyernipent and legisla|;ion, th^re 
are not perhaps two persoins on earth who think 
exactly alike^.orsee thing&in precisely the same 
point of view: ought we then to be surprised 
if : wa ifind* roore divergence still in religious 
opinions,^ which^ regarding objects beyond the 
reach of : oxii? senses^andabpve the sphere of our 
understanding^ aid the limits^ of ttie external 
wfjocldi open xa Immdl^ss field to the inquiries 
andxonjecturesof theibuman mind? Assuredly 
ndt^and't6.s^k.Jto bring all mankind to uni^ 
formity of.sentiments and identity of opinion in 
this respect, would be to seek for what is im- 
poslsiblei such universal harmony may form the 
siibjfect of «u good ' man'e speculations, but will 
never enter into the serious designs of a man of 
reflection, acquainted with his fellow-creatures 
and with himself/ 
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That another perlom/therefofe^ looks upon the 
truths of religion in a difi^reat aspeot from that 
vrtiich they present ta me~that he. irhparti* to 
them the colours of his in^g^tSatidh/ and thfc 
impress of his character— thit the spring of hiis 
moral conduct is opposite to min€H-<haf his 
principles are overstriainedand his consecjuenc^^ 
extravagant,^— these are no subjects of censure 
to me, so long as he keeps th6m to hiiiiselfi and 
disturbs not the peace of the Church : I judge 
not nor condemn him^ so long as he judges and 
condemns no one. But* from the moment that 
this person^ obstinately fixed in his ofiinions; 
and eager for their propagation, raises the' i^ti* 
dard of revolt against th^ establishnient' >^icH 
nourished him in its bosom— diisttftbl^itlspefaee—^ 
builds altar against altar, and anatheniatisei^ 
those who do not share his sentiments — I see in 
hiin only a dangerous innovator, a factious 
separatist, who sins against the light that is 
within him, and labours to bring about the ruin 
of the Church. Such' is the danger which St. 
Paul points out to you, and against which I would 
forewarn you : ^^ A rmnT says the Apostlfe; 

r2 
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^tkat is OH heretic J after the Jirst mid second 
admonition, rgect; knowing thai he that is such 
is subverted, and sinneth, being eondemned of him* 
self.** The sectarian spirit is ik direct 

OPPOSITION TO THE SPIRIT OF THE GoSPEL, 
AND, FAR FROM EDIFYING THE ChURCH 

OF Christ, only tends to destroy it — 
this is what I hope, by Divine help, demon- 
strably to prove to you. I do not flatter myself 
that I shall be able to bring back into the 
bosom of the National Church, those *' who 
have cast fire into the sanctuary," and who sap 
the foundations of Zion ; but if I only succeed 
in preserving from contagion such of the flock 
as remain faithful, I shall enjoy the consolation 
of having done a good work, and fulfilled a 
most sacred duty to my country. 

I. The design of the ministry of Jesus Christ 
was not to make us learned, but to make us 
better. It was not to enable us to supply 
answers to questions which never can be 
answered by us, and to explore mysteries 
inscrutable even to ** the angels," — it was not 
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to explain the inconceivable operations of the 
Almighty, and fathom his decrees, that He 
came down from heaven ; still less to invite us 
to dispute upon these matters, to construct 
systems, and maintain them with obstinacy. 
He came, on the contrary, to heal that most 
grievous malady of the human heart, its pride— 
the cause of our fall, the source of our miseries ; 
and what he taught before all things, wa$^ 
humility. The first commendation which issues 
from his mouth, at the beginning of the Sermon 
on the Mount, relates to this virtue : it is the 
disposition which he enjoins without ceasitig 
upon his disciples, and the condition without 
which no one can receive his Gospel, or be 
admitted into the kingdom of heaven. Nor is 
the virtfte which he commends^, merely that 
humility of heart which discovers to us our 
corruption and unworthiness, and our urgent 
ne^d of having recourse to the Divine grace to 
regenerate us, and to th6 mercy and the merits 
<^ Jesus Christ to^save us; but that humility 
of mind» also^ which enables us to perceive 
jUie lindts of our understandings, the weakness 
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ci our j^idgmei^ts, liie rashness of our 4ieci* 
nous. And I appeal to you. My tBietfareo, 
whether the latter is not the consequence of the 
other; or rather, whether both are not one and 
tiie same principle. If the true C^jistkn, 
upcm examining his own heart, finds there so 
tnany pubjecte of self-humiliation, — if all his 
watchfulness is not too much to keep him on 
his guafd against the temptations which assail 
him,— if he cannot lose sight of himself foir 
a moment, without allowing ^ some culpable 
inclination or <3ome vice4o ttaike root within 
him, — flight he not to exercise the same distrust 
in regard to his opinionsi the. same hiimilUy 
respecting ^^ the measure of feith" ^hteh he 
believes himself to have received, -and to be 
fearful about deciding upon that of his brethren? 
Is not this the spirit <rf the Gospel ? and is not 
the language of the Apostles on thk point in 
perfect accordance' with that of theif^ MaJMer ? 
^'iietnothing b^doi[^,'' says St Paul, ^'th»Kigh 
S]^ife i^r vain glory; btit in^Sowliness^^f-^toikd 
let ^iiuGhi eeteem dthcir bdtter^than tl^msel^iresw"^ 
5< fbr I say, tbitmgh the grace ^^ven ^tew^f tise^ 
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to every maa tbatiis among you> not to think of 
ki^isself nkore highly ttem hie> ox^ght toi think:; 
but to tMAh l^erty/ accordmg 'as God hdth 
dealt to every man the toeasure of faith." 
■ Now, what is Iberei let me ask, more oppo- 
site to tWs Christfein humility than the/pre* 
tensi(tos of the man^ who not only pei*stiades^ 
himiself that he has on a sodden been endowed 
with a thorough jkfaowted|pe r.of ,*the / Scriptom 
and of theessenre of the-€&(Mqpel, but whov ataro* 
l^ng to Himself a kin^ of i infallibility r and 
tsacerdcMal dictatbrshSp, comes forward > rand 
openly denotootces :tfae&ith''X)f a whore-ohMcfc, 
seeks taBubstitute his)Dwn, and cries with the 
tone of one ins]^ired : Ybu diieiundera dekir 
sidn—'yauf leaders aie deoeivkig ynu. i%eep 
led astiray by^ Httf«itfafiil sbephetdsi bedieire 
nothing of c what they tell ^oo : Mlow: Ap,>and 
ryou w51I: see ihef fight,-^5tou ^11 :reco«r the 
go^ w4y i ■ I 4m vre^ofiuiled r^th .0od-^my 
^leon^ience^^isj at plitoe^' ^^^ 
/I >wilfc3)e feSpoufeible for yQtirs!4^Ar6\Aesd^ 
dkiy Sretbrenpmarki^oi^tlitett p^ '^ pirnkMid 

rbntiy in ito^/^'dfiiltot simple -asidji^ 
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^* little ckild,^* whom our Saviour proposes as a 
model to those disciples who seek to '' enter 
into his kingdom? " Do they not rather denote 
the haughty Pharisee who " compasses sea and 
land to make one proselyte," at the risk of 
rendering him twofold worse than himself? Is 
it not the very height of presumption^ the extra- 
vagance of pride, to aim at overthrowing the 
edifice c^ the Church in order to reccmstruct it 
with one's own hands — to draw away the flock 
from their lawful pastors — to subvert men's 
principles, and affect authority over their con- 
isciences ? In order, however, to support such 
pretensions, and justify so arrogant a mission, — 
to determine authoritatively the sense of the 
most obscure passages, and throw doubts over the 
clearest texts, — it is necessary to lay claim to 
special revelations, to peculiar graces, and extatic 
visiims; the separatist must tell his followers: 
I, like St. Paul, " have seen a Ught in the way;'' 
'' God hath revealed these things unto jne; by his 
.Spirit,'* and ^^I»* too, have heard a vaio^. from 
heaven ; " such is, in fact, the tusual resource, the 
ordmarypleaofsuch men, in every Age. So it is. 
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Brethren, that the spirit of domination and the 
pride of party drive men into sacrilegious pre- 
sumption, and " lying against the Holy Ghost," 
Not thus it was that our wise Reformers pro- 
ceeded — ^^those lights of their age, whose footsteps 
you aspire to follow ; not with such means nor 
in such terms did they secede from the Church. 
It was not till after reiterated and respectful 
demands^ that the Gospel might be appealed to 
^ the; only rule of faith — it was not till after 
protracted conferences, in which every subject of 
dispute was discussed — it was not till after every 
possible way of j^greement with the Parent- 
Church had been tried, that they withdrew from 
her bosom; notwithstanding the separation had 
been provoked by a scandal which the respectable 
members of her own conmmnion loudly com- 
plained of, and which she has never since revived. 
But when, in a Church whose ministers have at 
all times been exemplary for purity of morals, 
for strictness of discipline, for respectalnlity of 
character^ ai^d for their united efforts and desires 
fpr.the go€(d of their flocks, — ^whe^i, in a Church 
which acknowtedgas the Go^)el alone as the 
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standard <tf belief, and places it in the hands of 
t»er members, with a recomm^dation to read it, 
in order to judge for themselves of tlie con- 
formity of what is taught them with the Sacred 
Volume, a man comes and insults at once the 
£BUth of his 43u|>eriors and tOf his brethiren, by 
citing it bdbre his tribunal ; calunmmtes their 
doc^nes, and sits in judgment lupoh their in- 
tention^, .as if he read i^eir hearts; Inj^^dienk 
with heresy> and excites schism and revolt,— in 
what^iight will y^ regard thtett>mati, if ^ot as ail 
ambitious sectary, an ihsol^ttt innovator; who, 
having divested himself of the first virtue of ^^e 
Ghfiistian, asserts tliat A^.atoti^ has rfeceitaed'the 
^oF the S|3^iti andfunderstands the Word of 
€rod;-and who, under pretence of bringing men 
baefe to sound doctrine and true Christianity, 
eithiguishes the vital principle, and tmmples 
under foot the primary lawj of the Gospiet ? 

' H. What is ttiat law. My Brethren 1 What 
is^ AefuttdamentW principle 6f^pra6tiea}*€9iris-^ 
tiahity; the naoiit adnnrable dbaraeteristic ot^dbr 
Divine Religion, by which it Wilt efV«r be^ known 
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as die CJiild of ile»e£ii, ^and wlucfa:i36ndei8 it so 
deartoe^ray feeKng heart £aid elevatediimBrd? 
What was tlse design:> of Jesus Qhrist^ and the 
chief aim which has Imder lare for mankind 
kept constantly in view ? You are not ignorantof 
the fact. My Bretiuren. When: there wer^ none 
on earth fout slaves and ioiastevs^ tyrants land 
opjn^eaied^ the selfish rich and the iiestituteipoQr> 
the domiimht caistes and the degraded/oa^tes^.'faar^- 
barous and mtolerant forms of wonship, a ^f wall of 
separation" between peopleiand people, betweeik 
man and man, — ^Jesu^ came to overthrow these 
odious tiacriers erected by pilide^ prejudice^ and 
ignorance. He came to say to those men who 
are separated by ambition and by interest : 
'^ One ;is your Makter, and ^ ye are bretfaien ; 
wbosoevier will be! chief among you^ let him.be 
yoior servant." Assist; the indigent^ comf(»rt the 
distressed ; *^ boar one anotiier^simcdens." . Lii^ 
as fomiing joltogether ifaut.ohe family: ^^iovse 
tae another even as lilaflrv bred.you; " this is 
my cl^ief nsoibmalidnaent^j by lU& Jshall jsiL 

men^kno^nrnifaaaiye are my^dtsfeiplei^." ''A x^up 
«£ ^coid iwater cp^/^ ^bmoDiaJmy inaine^ )the 
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reconcilement of two divided brethren, is more 
precious in my eyes than the most exalted 
faith, than the sublimest invocation : '^ I will 
have mercy, and not sacrifice." — No sooner is 
this voice from heaven, this appeal of love, of 
union, and of charity, heard on earth, than every 
barrier falls, every difierence is removed; there 
remains no longer any distinction of countries, 
climates, complexions ; '^ there is neither Greek 
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision. Bar- 
barian nor Scythian ; " all men are reconciled, 
embrace as brethren, adopt the same language ; 
from the sources of the Nile to the banks of the 
Tiber, they become united in the tenderest 
bonds ; the believers at Rome take an affec- 
tionate interest in, and zealously provide for, 
the wants of the disciples that dwell on the 
banks of Jordan; seas and mountains cannot 
interrupt these affecting relations, this delightful 
interdiange of kindness and mutual regard. 
Nor do the converts waste their time and exhaust 
their activity in frivolous disputes touching mi- 
nute points of doctrine, in subtle distinctions and 
tiieological controversiess: they pass their lives in 
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the practice of " the great commandment ;" th6y 
all attend to this paternal exhortation of the 
most zealous of the Apostles : ** If there be any 
consolation in Christy if any comfort of love, it 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
mercies, fulfil ye my joy> that ye be like-minded, 
having the same love, being of one accord, of 
one mind." 

Is it in this spirit — is it in order to do the 
will of Christ and to advance his kingdom — that 
the sectary scatters the fire-brands of discord in 
the Church, and kindles anew the torches of 
fanaticism which He had taken such pains to 
extinguish? Is it to promote the love of His 
doctrine, that he revives in our times, and once 
more places in mutual opposition, the Samaritan 
and the Jew, the Greek and the Barbarian? Can 
he be a Child of God, a Disciple of Jesus Christ, 
who, far from labouring to promote peace in the 
Church, introduces division even into the bosom 
of families, abuses the Divine Authottty to excite 
children to rebel against their parents, and severs 
the holiest ties of nature ? — ^My conscience, he 
says, commands me — ^when my Master is to be 
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obeyed, I n^ not '' confer with flMfa and 
bkodi" "'By feith we we safad"^— all else is 
notbing: faftk must be replanted andr€meMFed> 
cost what it m«^. — GanI any one. My Brethren; 
*sin more clesaiy against the light of his^ own 
mind? Gan one offer a more direct contra^ 
diction to the Gospel? Listen: *' Thdugh I 
speak with the tongues of men and of angels', 
and have not charity, I am becoitie ad sounding 
brass and a tinkling cymbal. And though I 
have the gift of prqphecy, and'unde^rstand all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and though I 
haveairfadth^ so that I could removed mountains> 
and have not charity, I am nothing. And though 
I give my body to be burned, and have not cha- 
rity, it profiteth me notbing." — Leaders of reli- 
gious factions, reflect on these words^ If yoii 
would proclaim the Grospel in '* a tongue*' that 
^1 nations understand, and the force of which 
the souls of all can feel^f you would obtain the 
utmost success, convert countless multitudes, 
and; like Jesus, ** draw all men after you"^ — let 
an ardent charity form the inspking soul of your 
associations ; let their members betlistinguished; 
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not by the sihgulanty of their maxitois a»cl th? 
intolerance of tiieir tenets^ but by.an indefeti- 
gable, zeal for the relief of sufifering humanity^ 
Let alone men's opinions^ but go itnd search out 
their miseries and mfefortunes. '* Visit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction." Employ 
your eloquence in soliciting help for timid ajad 
retiring poverty. Go to the pid)lic;reoeptacles of 
the wretched ; and console the stranger stri^h0d 
tiiere cm his bed of: pain, wdthoiit relative: or 
friend to pity his suflTerings-^e thou his father 
and his mother. Enter the pris^on and pi€»rOQ 
the gloom of the dungeon, in tffder to xeconcite 
to God; and. save from eternal punisUmejprti 
those unhappy beings whose sentence in this 
world is pronounced, and wbo have no mercy to 
expect from men. Restore dbtracfed families 
to peace. /' Let your lighkso shine before i»0n) 
that they may see your good works, and glorify 
y<mr Father which as in heaven." — ^Such is^ the 
noble career whach your Saviour lnys opjen to 
you, as the way to heaven, and » the sole n^eaDis 
of acquiring a title to his rewards : ** Blessed are 
the peace-makers, for they shall be called the 
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children of God/' ** Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world : for I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me meat ; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink; I was sick, and ye 
visited me; I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me.'* 

What shall I say more ? If these works, of 
charity, if these affecting labours, present not 
a field sufficient for your restless activity — if a 
•* zeal** for conversion " eat you up,** and " con- 
sume** you — go and visit the barbarous tribes 
who still ^' sit in darkness and in the region 
and shadow of death,** "strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world,'* who '' are as 
sheep having no shepherd," If you are 
Christ's Apostles, extend his empire, instead 
of TROUBLING it; labour to found new 
Churches, instead of destroying the old — for 
such is the melancholy consequence of religious 
dissensions, as will now be shewn. 
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III. ^' Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation.'' These are the words of 
our Saviour, and they are ccmfirmed by the hip^ 
tory <tf all nations. From the moment when a 
state becomes the prey of Actions, it is hasten- 
ing towards ruin. The wxM'k of destruction has 
begun. The wisest institutions, the result of 
the experience of ages, are subverted in a day ; 
establishments of public utility are left to lan- 
guish deserted ; the love of country is chilled 
and extinguished ; conceit, obstinacy, self-love, 
suspkion, distrust, succeed to the social virtues, 
and the union of all hearts for the public good. 
Every man is either the chief of a party or one 
of a misled multitude ; and each has in view 
only the triumph of his particular opinions, and 
the pursuit of his personal enmities. Satires, 
libels, and the most violent invectives, present 
the frightful signal of more sanguinary encoun- 
ters ; until in a short time the whole country 
becomes a field of battle, where lawless fac- 
tions meet in furious conflict, and countrjrmen 
and brethren slaughter one another vdthout 
.jremorse. The niagistrates, forced to descend 

s 
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from die digntftad gra^ty of tlteir itatioM, to 
•eptrate the combttants, risk tke msptct 4pe to 
their p^rsoas; ud seldoin quit the scene of 
<}onteiitioii without feeeiying a wouad hlt^l to 
their authority. The peeee^ble cstiseM escape 
with terror: the coon^^is depopulidMU. und 
the state imponrmahed/ Aided by iut»atfji^ 
divisiona, th^ foreign enemy iitacka the king- 
dom, now unable to rraMt^^^^iwieea wkfa 
rapidity-*-«stabli8heft himeeif beneath the waUfs 
of the capital^^-4akeaadvantage of the djetrooted 
state of things widim^-^redoyblea his aateulta^^ 
and having at length obtained an entrance, Mb 
aadiscrtminately on all parties at once.. 

Is not this. My Brethren, a too ifaitfafuL pio- 
tiure of religious discords, and oi theic rliijpoiis 
eonsequences 9 Was it pot thus thal^ .the 
Ghurohes of the East, once so floundnng^ wtee 
destroyed? How, indeed, could it be othef - 
wise? From the moment when a restless sec- 
tarian spirit finds its way 'into the Churoh, 
a mischievous blow is strock. C^ all ttdes 
men's passkiss are roused : each party diiec^ 
its efibrts exclusively to establish ks own system. 
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to subvert the labours and ev^ to decry tke 
benefits of the other. This conflict of opinions 
upon aasential points, this war of doctrii^^ pro* 
duces a disastrous effect upon weak minds, by 
inspiring them with tormenting doubts regard^ 
ing Uie fundamental grounds of their fieoth; ^ 
harness atid ccmtemptt the personaJiti^ and 
reerb»i»ajti(ms which it proyokes> occasion Eeli^ 
gion to lose that ancient respect, which, like $n 
c^ddosing rampart, kept back the profane^ tli^ 
bring discredit upon the ministry of ithe Goiqpel 
and barremiess upon the '' vineyard of th^e hotdJ' 
TInb mMt admhrable talents, diverted fron^ their 
destination, instead of being employed in medi- 
tatii^ those truths which nourish the soul, are 
exhausted in raising useless quertiooi, in mam^ 
taimng kUe discustions, or iui repulsing unjust 
attacks ; and while the ministers of the altar^ 
exposed to these assaults, are occupied in 
defending thenuielves, the sacred fire goes out, 

** The hdlowed ark is inot^, and now no more 
UttecfltsMack^.'' 

Party feuds and private animosities harass and 
aflfict the Church, and banish from it quietness, 

s 2 
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Christian charity, and edification. The temple 
of Jehovah, the " building <rf Christ," shaken 
by these concussions, totters, parts asunder, and 
falls headlong; presenting, for the time to come, 
only a pile of ruins to the affrighted gaze oi ibe 
peaceful Christian; who no longer knows where 
to take refuge. 'Rie Daughter of Zion, drireii 
from her dwelling-place, and *^ gone into capti- 
vity, moumeth as a widow;" "the adversary 
mocketh at her Sabbaths ;" " the enemy," who 
waited but the moment of her overthrow to 
enrich himself with her spoils, " entereth into 
her sanctuary." She weeps bitterly over the 
transgressions of her children; who, instead of 
defending her, are bent only upon persecut- 
ing and destroying one another. Metbinks, 
Brethren, I contemplate in our religious dissen- 
sions, the inhabitants of Jerusalem besieged by 
Titus, tearing each other in pieces, and strewing 
their trenches, their streets, and the public 
places of their city, even to the very Temple of 
God itself, with the carcases of their fellow- 
citizens. What posjvrerful^ auxiliaries of the 
Romans were those inte^ti^e distractions ! Vbyw 
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iffust the besiegers have rejoiced when they saw 
that they had only to wait the issue of that 
bloody strife within the walls of the devoted 
capital, which was about to deliver it, an easy 
prey, into their hands ! Oh ! My Brethren, why 
have I not the^ eloquence of Jeremiah, that I 
might worthily ** lament for the destruction of 
the daughter of my people?*' 

Church of my Country, dear and venerable 
^PariMrt, toiwhom I owe those religious sentiments 
wfakh liave hitherto been the joy of my life, and 
which i^all still be the qomfort of my declin- 
ing age,-T-to whom I ascfibe.what little g6od 
I have jdone in the world, — how am I pained > to 
behoM thy bosom torn by thine own childrem! 
Oil;! amidst tiie sdrrows that overwhelm thee,r 
la tte bitterness of thine anguish, reseeive the 
respectful homage, the tribute of love and 
gratitude, of one at least among thy sons, whose 
absence could never weaken his attachments! 
May he be enabled to afford thee some con- 
solation, while he thus renews his vows of filial 
respect and fidelity. Even to my latest breath, 
my prayers and blessings shall be poured forth 
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for diee: ^ If I rom0BT nws, O Jj 

cuvvivo. If I DO hot kemember tmes^ 

JLET MT TOEGUE CREATE TO THE EOOF OF 
MT MOUTH*'' ''Foe MX BEETHEEW AHO 
COMFAEIOEt' SAKEi; I IflLL SAT, PEACE 

BE wiTHiB thee/' — Great Shephttd of mat 
souls ! look down firom heaTen with an eye of 
compamon upon thy afflicted Church; — wpaae 
ns the misery ci seemg dieae firtal drtRenaiona 
prolonged. Voochsafe to enUghten our mia^ 
guided brethren in regard to Aeir true interetla 
and the good of the Church, and to lead than 
back into the fold ! Accomplish the widi which 
we now form to extend to them the ri^^t handof 
reconciliation, and to receive them in the unity 
of the faith, and in the bcmd of peace 1 Amem^ 
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SERMON IX. 

ON THE SHORTNESS OF LIFE. 

Munier. 
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SERMON IX.* 



Gen. xlvii. ^. ^ 

The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and' 
Ifiirty yetlrs : few and evil 'hate the day^s if fhe yetdrs of 



AMONG < the "i^Ldoitt reifleciidtid to Jv^rlnck the 

th^^tiiotot'^nfei^y fdtt ii Hmt which' relates to 
the rapidity of time and the shortdefld of human 

: At sufth iremidrkpbWf^epodii^/ever^ <nie id 
led — id "forded, in a irtitone^-'-^ lMX>k b&ekward^ 
and it ^s not ^vi^ithioist siUpiise that we measure 
the leB^h of way - which we >bave alr^dy left 
behind. ' • . !> * \ 
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** Already in the decline of life — ! I remem* 
ber, as if it were yesterday, the clamorouff 
pastimes of my childhood ; I recall, like some 
festival but just gone by, the peaceful days 
when I enjoyed those commendations and ca- 
resses which our venerable relatives love to 
bestow on us in youth ; — ^and flow I am myself 
at the head of a family ; I am myself become 
the ob^ed of those atteii1aoiif» which it was my 
delight to offer to them who are noWDfO more." 

" Already in the vigour of my years — ! 
Hardly seems it an hour, since I wzs in the 
midsf txif the mi& }0y« ni yoHt^rit; appM» 
tor ihe like «iev of those bright a^d.^^^mg 
ittnottA^ whfebt on i^lraking^.s^eiap^ iq haT« Jast^ 
htttaii'iiwtMrti.'';;.;,. . •^:, ;i... 

In vain have many events occurred to fill tip 
the interval we fitim€Wi^M$gM»i in vain iliay 
an uatodbfei^ imcotemm. of paim ai4 fk^mm^ 
of diaafpoiiitttutota Md suMMias, of •«d4«A 
di«ii{(My fevohiticmi, . abd cttosttopjlafi. h%v» 
diversified the series of days that have. p|EUMe4 
over our heads ; in vain may those days, while in 
the act of gcnig bjr^ hnft af^pewed insufierably 
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lottg-^tliey are gooe^the eagle's fligiit appearer 
to us less rapid; and scarcely can we now 
conceive it possible, that we should ever have 
charged the flight of time witib sluggishness* 

Such, My Brethren, I am almost sure, is the 
tenor of those feelings and reflections which 
are common to you all, this day. I would ven^ 
ture to assert, that in the midst of the increasing 
business, the absorbing cares and pleasure, 
which distinguish the present period, each of 
you has more than once exclaimed to himself! 
''Is it posrible, that the year can have already 
elapsed? Is it possible^ that tins can be already 
the twentieth, the fortieth, the sixtieth, which I 
have witnessed ? Is it possible, that I can be so 
kt advanced in my course, so near to tiie goal 
which irrevocably marks its close V* And even 
were I required to assi^gn the cause of that shade 
of sadness, of, those serious looks, that, in spite 
of yourselves, mix with the tokens of recipn>cal 
afl^ion which^ on such occasicmSi atie more 
numerous and more lively than usual, I should 
not hesitate to attribute them to the deeper and 
more distmct conviction, suggested by the returtt 
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of tbis clay> of the a^palliog promptitiHle with 
which our life is hastauog to;be swallowed up 
in the abyss of the past. . 

Disciples of Jesus Christ! this sadness is pre- 
cious: the melanchdly you experienx^ is a sub- 
ject of joy to us; and the conviction which 
gives birth to it, is among those salutary im- 
pressions which we ought care^Uy to guard 
stg^dpst suflbrmg to be dissipa^d and. efipsu^ed. 
For it is to their readiness to be ol)literat^d, jit is 
to our habitual inattention to t¥e; ehprtn^ssof 
life^i thjat we must maiftly attribute so many 
hour^ lost,--TSp papch n^ijgenjoe.ftnd want of 
irmness in the; discharge ci om\ mfi»t sapred 
4vtiesj — ^so much procrasti;n«qtion to sonUe othei: 
flay, wl^icl^ has. itself its proper task assigpa^ 
to it^-rrrW). many chimerical projects with \rhich 
^e foo^sfaly burden the future, ^d which tl^ 
future, pomipg upop us with the speed of light-* 
ifking, successively defeats. 
. Let us then endeavour^ on tl^e present oom*^ 
won, tojapply to our profit the solemn and.me-^ 
lancholy reply; of the Patriarch to Pharaoh, fiwf 
the purpose of imparting co^i^^n^yan^ dura- 
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bility to liie impresid<m already produced upon 
us by the simple fact of the commencement of 
another year. Let us endeavour to withdraw 
for ourselves from the cIbss of abstract truths, 
this idea, that life is short — ^to give it a palpable 
and positive reality, and to render it familiar, 
zad from henceforth habitually present to us ; 
so that, as long as our final summons is deferred, 
so long we miay continue to feel the importance 
of losing no one of those hours which shall be 
allotted to us, before that hour, known to God 
alone, when we in our turn shall be called away. 

"Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art 
thou ? and Jacob said. The days of the years of 
my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years : 
few and evil have the days of the years of my life 
been.'' 

You participate. My Brethren, in the astonish 
mentwith which the Egyptian monarch must have 
heard this reflection ; and are unable to reconcile 
it with the Patriarch's own statement regarding 
the length of his life, in the preceding words* 
Had he said only that his pilgrimage had bieen 
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BMrked by CfosiM and evUst you would readily 
have ooiii{Hreheiuled the truth oi the assertion* 
His long and painful disputes with his brotii^r 
Esau— ^ harsh conduct of Laban towarik him«-- 
the dishonour brought upon his ftunily by the 
outrage ofiered to Dinah — ^the bloody vengeance, 
by means ci which his Boaas endeavoured to wash 
away this affix>nt — the death of the aflfecticnate 
Rachel, snatched fmm him in giving birth to 
Benjamin — ^the domestic troubles of wM(eh Jo- 
seph was the subject — ^the agonising loss of that 
most beloved child of his. heart, that stay and 
comfort of his old age, — all these, are, indeed, 
ifflictions sufficient for a single life; and abund- 
antly account for the sombre colouring which 
JTacob throws over his career, and for the tone 
of complaint which escapes him in describing 
it. When, however, he calls it short — ^when a 
man who, in our days, would pass for a prodigy 
of longevity, tells you that die days of his jiil- 
grimage on earth have heea *'f€wi/K — this is 
what you cannot understand ; it seems to you 
£dse, unjust, of, at least, a strange exa^ge* 
i»tidn. 
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We may ittppoM t|^ Patrisiroh thus to ex^ 
plain himself: The yeaAi, thd mouths, aJmrd 
all, the da3ni, have dtten appe»ad long to me, 
wl^n pasting. While looking forward with ear^ 
iiAst^teaire to the period 6.xid by Laban £»* the 
union in whibh I had placed my happiness^ it 
sometimes appeared to me that Time suspended 
hia flighty and that I should never arrive at the 
limit of iny wishes. When, on the return of even* 
11^, Joseph deltLytd his appearance at the docnr 
of his father's tents, etch pulsation of iny heart 
seemed to measure an hour ; and when mournful 
presages forewarned me of his loss, I felt, in the 
bitterness of my apprehensions, as if I should 
aever see the return of his cruel brethren, which 
waA destined to overwhelm me with despair. 
LOoe you, I have experienced the wearisome 
hours of expectation and anxiety, the long days 
of pain, and the interminable nights of anguish ; 
my hair is whiter, my back more bent with age, 
than yours : not one of you dares look forwaid, 
even wkh a distant hope of attaining to that 
period which I have reached: — jet, in spite c^ 
all this, I repeat--*-and I vqpeat it fiom expe- 
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rience— that the days of my pilgrimage have 
been but of brief duration. 

Whdt the Patriarch assorted in regard to his 
own life, I now proceed to apply to the lives of 
mankind in general ; and though I canm^ like 
him, refer to the centuries by which my fore-^ 
fiMh^rs meeusured theirs, I repeat, with the 
Psalmist: '' Man is carried away as with a 
flood : he is as a sleep, as a dream whien one 
awaketh : like grass which groweth up : inlM 
evening it is cut down, and withereth/* *^ His 
days are as an hand-breadth ; and verily, every 
man at his best estate is altogether vanity." 

L Life appears to me short, first, when W£ 
REDUCE IT TO ITS TBUE MEASURE, by Sub- 
tracting from it all that portion of time which 
is claimed by the wants, incident to our mortal 
nature, or foolishly lawshed upon etnpty trifles. 

Think not. Brethren, that, presumptuously 
arrogating to myself a right to censure the ways 
of Providence, I overlook the goodness of God 
in the various necessities of our mortal nature : 
4nistake not my meaning so £ur as to suppose 
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tliat I dntend, in tte cUaracter^ ti^a affdetedly 
morose moralist, indirect^ td^ condemn the 
relaxsbtions of life, and to recoinm^dd ' the 
adoption ::of::itsdcSs nhoftificaftionfl^ dfid Va&fi 
penances^ ;: Grod forliidi that I sboiWd ever, rtoi 
into su<di idiepiocabie vexlbremes^ and 6<)-^fai^ 
pervert tfaetrdoetrine t of ithat'^JOmne^Te^h^ 
iviio said to Ithe:tSama9dttaL ;troiiian, i'^66d te^ a 
Sfiiritliand ibey ti»t:^aeBk^iiint: lauht vrohr^ 
k'lqijiit anddri'tnitb;" '<> '".m/.mo^x 

Bilt lirhelXi I ead/ea:voikr ta feroi to myself s^ 
jmt :cimci^tite of the^ulengtblpf 'iKQman Iffe^ 
ought!, in the«&ail;|iiace/ io: include iA ib'iny 
porticai ioff time, the .eai4>lo7!aent of > ip^ifiih 
leavea no trace^f.: which, is^ Mbwed by^^ 
enduring adifimtage; ind^ onrdrhixjii jwl y0^ 
selves neven idweH' when, revertibg tcF 1^i^t>^ 
yott Tesiga ybur thciuglits ta>tiie"'Cinrrei|t'>df 
reflectba? rAgoin; Iconfetssdiatldoiibtcait 
it living, ma^^ to/erijoy. thcf;]^U3ii^)beaeingi9 
of: the' heart hi one's bosom,, add lo.Ksumberoth^ 
earth with Ibe^.weijg^t of :thik tenement of icksf v 
life is tk0u^trrt^iKMivify***4ni^^ 
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h^fj^fHW, Alul regarded m this pomt of view; 
tof what a span does it shrink ! 

Subtract from it one third, at least, dnrii^ 
which, man» phinged in the forgetfiihie» of 
sleep^ lo^es ti>e use of.his iicvdties, the exeimse 
of his reason, nay» thejireiy conis^iQusness of his 
existence ; and falls in iob mannfer into a t^tate of 
anitthilation. .Subtract front it. dll the hotcfirs 
required by nebfesfiti£» ctonieeted with ^ :tibe 
recruiting of our strength, and with^the sappc»t 
of a body a^aini^ the destruction of which we 
have unceasingly to contend. /Siilitraet^>fittni 
it tb)^ tim^ i#asited in i9k}ctesi,oandith& dayd 
Y^ioi^b ate (Consumed im eotpeotation^oidieness,^ 
indifiwJeDtee, aid lahguor^,Ui^all thofeefTOom^ite 
wbieh ^are saciirficed. to liitile engs^igeiite^*— ^ 
all those: iirhich, since they lesBve the souionb-^ 
occupied, or eiitiployedx^y on ifblly and ranity,: 
ttust: be . iedkbnied for nothing :-— subtract frtim^ 
the. mim; df humaiK Jife;all these jaitm^^iSr 'wlfei^ 
itax^oufse is, as it ;>ireire> suspended; anSi>then' 
eonsSder, -to> what) did flongcas^ life^I iWlU idd^ 
e¥^n\tlie toostifudkiousty^^^ispok^d^and^i^ 
idle life— 4s reduced ! 
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II. . Life a|>pears to me slM>rt, sec(»idly> whitk 

I COMPAtlE ITS DURATIQK WITH THAT. OF 
MANY OF THOSE OBJECTS WHICH I OpSERVB 
ARaUNp M^w 

Since the period when your pious ancestors 
laid the fomid^ion of this sacred edifice, how 
many geioeratioas h&ve alri^dy successively as- 
M&Dohled within its walk Ir— how many otb^rs 
will csmse the^ to teSound with tbteit tterik*^ 
gif^9gs to the Almighty, kmg after ih^ximtans 
of the presb^nt g€p^eratiQ& i^ball be mouldering 
iflthedust(l It is w^Ujworthy of remark, that 
the ipQre the nddnijflaeuts raised by the hand ctf 
iBi,an beclr witness to hjis ppw^r,,<)r to his. genius, 
the more, likewise, do^ the duraibility of those 
monxfiQUe^ts contrast itself with the bre^Vity 
of; his life and tjbe folly of has piide, * - Frcm 
th^ fi|U}cimit pf th0se pyramids," exclaiifteft the 
great^t c^iMfain of the world to l^s $ohort|f» 
** forty centuries are beholding us^:" — he spipke 
tenth: generations of sovereigns and of th^ 
peop^ j^e, l^^en swept away, by hundreds; ^ 
the z&M^t 0^ those colossal structures; scarcely 
an i^diyidu^ pf ^he t^usandsof w^aririors, whose 

T 2 
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valour they thus served to call forth, continues 
to breathe here and there on the earfli-s surface ,-^ 
their Chief, whose name filled the wc&rld, has 
yielded to death like the meanest of his strb^ 
jects — ^but still the Pyramids 'are ^Standing; and 
who shall say, how ftiatiygene^tions 6f mfeiri-- 
kind shall yet be c^i^^r^ by the sands of I^Le 
desart, ere tboser<i£ion4Mbnfts ofipower and vanity 
findi in tfcieir turn/ atomb^befteaflithemT^ ^^^^ 

And If, ft-otn the works 6f men, I pass t<> the 
inanimate works of the- Creator, sufch is^ thd 
difference between tkiir diiratioh ind that' of 
mental life, that scarcely ^n I institute a com* 
parisod. What, in feet, are fifty, *' Sixty^ oif 
ninety years^ ih comparison with the ^*ty c^-i 
IfirJe^, during which our globe has 'i$^dlSt)ited 
upon its surface ^e riches of the tett^tiridfl 
creatioti? What are those few inconiiid^lfttbSe 
days, in comparison with the imnteasurablS 
periods during which the hbst of he^e)i bad 
already pursued their unchangeable revdlil^nsi 
before Supreme Goodness summoned into fexidti 
ence the first nian to contemplate their w^onders-? 

Let us, however, advince yet further : by' a 
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still greater epc^rtion of thought, let us ov^eap 
that incalculable interval of time which lies 
bjetween us and the primal act of creation ; let 
us ^me to ** the beginning r let us leave all 
time behind ; Iqt us plunge intp eternity ; let us 
loi^e ourselves in those bottomless and shoreless 
abysses, where; '' a theusand years are as one 
day;'' — then let us return, and say, what now 
appear to us tho^e fifty, sixty, ninety years, 
asi^igned to oiar ^earthly pilgrimage. Are they 
Dot less^ than a drop of water in the unfathinnable 
4ept)is of ocean, and as aa imperceptible pdint 
which is lost in the immensity of space ? 

III. Ljfeappears to me jshort, thirdly, when 

I CfXN'SiPEa THE UNC^iUTAJNTY OF THE MO- 
MENT WHEN IT MUST END. 

,.}. have named ninety years,; as the possible 
extent of hmnan life : but, in^ truth, how many 
persovs reach so advanced an age ? How many 
could we Qo\\nt in this assembly,, wha have 
attained to those years? or^ lu>w many among 
us can reasonably flatter thcnatiselves with the 
hope of attaining to them? For one Jacob, 
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irhose head is white with the snows of age, how 
many Jonathans are there, cut off in the blboni 
of youth ! If there are Sarahs, who arrive at 
the utmost appointed limits of earthly existence, 
are there not Rachels also, who fall before they 
have gained the middle of the course ? If there 
are Benjamins, who live to be the comfort and 
stay of their venerable parents, are ther6 not 
those, likewise, who precede theirs to the grave? 
Is the cradle never exchanged for the coffin, — 
the swathing-bands for the winding-sheet? and 
are not the mother's joys often interrupted by 
tears of the bitterest affliction ? 

Oh, My Brethren, we are learned in this 
truth, that Death has no settled rule for the 
strokes with which he cuts off the children of 
Adam — ^that he brings down all whom he meets 
in his way, without distinction of age, sex, 
strength, beauty, or talents. Every one of us, 
without tracing far backward the history of his 
family and of his attachments, finds in it lessons 
too impressive, and proofs too manifest, for it 
to be necessary that I should bring them for- 
ward in this place. Has not the year just elapsed 
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|]»mi fertile in lessoi^ of thii$ kind? As a fiield 
smitten by the hail scajpcely pre^ts ^ furrow 
untouched, ,80 our country hajxily exhibits a 
neighbourhood, or a fannly, bver whicli Des^ 
has not cast tokens of mburni]:%. This year, 
like its predecas^rs, has seen the ranks of the 
\vnng thinned, d:nd his shafts huiied among 
peiisons of all ages: toknbs recently filled up 
appear axx>und me: and the reniains which 
I » discover beneath the funeral marble, are far 
from being those of the aged alone. 

How, theii, should I call that career long, the 
limits^ of which ^re so vaaious ? How should I 
call that existence long, which at any instant 
may terminate ; of which the present moment is 
the. only one I am permitted to consider mine ; 
and in which that present escapes as soon as I 
appear to grasp it ? How should I call that 
life long, which a thousand accidents of every 
sort incessantly threaten; the prolongation of 
which is, in a manner, a constant miracle ; and 
:iivhioh an accident — a felse step — a breath^ — a 
nothing, may clos^ without warning, if such be 
the will of Him, " ^Hhiose ways are not as our 
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w^y»t DW hlstbobghlB lu onr ^loughts V* Oh, 
if t^ tl^e eye .of Wisdcn, every thing wUch must 
ooma to an end, howsoever remote, is fleeting 
wd of dbort duration, whit words dball mbe find 
^tly to expTej^ the brevity of that whieh may 
en4 at any qicwent of the day? ^uni who can be 
swpmed tkfit t^ sacred writeto resort fine- 
quentlyto ppmparis€(E#on:t][n# silbfect, no l&sa 
forcible; fpr their tnith theuEi striking for their 
bwuty ? '' 411 Jksh i^;gp,af9,.mdati:the ghry qf 
man as the floi^er^pf g^ass^ The grusss mthet^h^ 
and the fl^mr 4herep/fyllith mtH^" •* JFbr our 
i^i/ts'k (9)en as la vapour^ fh^ Qppe^mh for a Mk 
^im^^.^nd then va^hetfy^^imy^^'r 1* My days are 
like^ sfifid$^t^at declin^tki and I am mth^ed 
{ikf^.grv^v Snt^th^M Qlprd, shpU endure for 
mr; flffd thyprememprmpe^ mtfi ^^ generatiam'' 

jy. Were Jife>>JVfy Sr;^hfe«i,x.t0, be r^^arded 
ipipily .ip the thr^^ld. view jandfir which you 
hav<Bbeepj»ij(gj^i?diojcoi\teffl^ it ccfidd 

not,, we fliugit alloyr, b$ esteeiaed)as of sufficient 
Y9^ij»et ito )be worl;^ eggx^fii^^ in our bosoms any 
very lively gratitude towards Km whoBt gift it 
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18^ But: itiodw^ j^mainsr^Qi ttbe lest plwe, to 
exhibit it to yon in a ligkt^ which, l«^hile it 
ahowa^r ^^Kttle 3p6ii" etnwtraeteft within irtill 
narrower limita, will enable^ yiEKljtQ ap^reciatQ 

' i alkuie to THx TASK wnxQn wz ark 

OAIAjEJD upon to JRUIiFI J. IN -IT-^tO that 

bii6in€»» of.m9raltimpcof^^em^t, ^^^ renders 
IMr esntitem»J3L fen^ novi- 

QHQte;^ted pr^paiatiHy :d}sdipiioe; foi' b higher 
vopatbhV tttUd whidkrimpHes; :aiid mdted de- 
mandls; as. ite : nedeesaiT: x^onddqueilo^' a systent 
(^ i^tiibutiiMiite fell(«r.M 'Speajef iidtf^ that task 
ofj-papogtessiveri sanotifie»fiQn,iIwhioh.; we cannot 
dedine witbratiiKsregarfog, andvhi^e^ abdi- 
catkig/ our sole gtandeui^^-^ &at t^sk, at 
which we cann6rt* cease to libotfr withotit in* 
staatly dfevilrting^^from'ihe^dof €*d?existfence — 
witlkMt betraytng oitf ygh^dfeiftiny-^Without 
COTtmetrilig, i£| may ISO speftk^thfe jpiiiposes of 
Qod in 'legarditO' ijsi/— piii^oiieS'!vv4[ich our moral' 
nature enables us easily to divine, and Which 
are distinctly set forth in th^ Gois^r Revelation. 
I «peak of thi^ wcnrk of sanctification, which^-^' 
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tinder thfc various shapes of virtues to be prac- 
tised^ of duties to be performed, of self-denials 
to be endured, of temptations to l>e overcome, 
of continual advances to be made, of regenera*- 
tion to be wrought, of " the new man" to h6 
*^put on," of the kingdom of heaven to l)e 
g^ned— is presented to us every^dajr, and every 
moment of the day, — ^contiriually demands bur 
zeal and vigilance,— is intimately ccameited with 
the whole business of our existence, as citizens, 
aa members of families, iand as rational beings, 
and constitutes the true lifi& itself ; of our 
immoital s6uls, — which in pisoportioh ds they 
ftilfil it, approach more and iw>Te towards 
tiiiat holiness which, with the Christian, is but 
another n^me for happiness. ** As He ¥^ho 
hath called you id holy^ so be ye holy in ali 
manner of conversation," *vBe stedfast, un- 
ijioveftble," in "woridng out your silvadaoo/' 
4i^ci9g **the time of your sajoiii;nirig here;" 
" fin^asn^nch as ye know that your jabwriis mtt 
iQ y^ Cd the Loi;d-'' 

. If suph is the; object; of JUfe> whp jutoong, 
you wpujd attempt to d^y that it is of 
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inestimable value, and that the whole -world, 
if exchanged for it, woiild be no compen* 
sation for its loss ? If such is the task, to 
the accomplishment of which we ought to mak6 
' it subservient, who does not, on the contrary, 
feel that life is precious even for the very reason 
that it is short ? Who does not feel, moreover; 
that its real duration c6nsist8, not so much in 
the number of the years that may be counted 
in it, over which we have no cdntroul, as in 
the dtie employment we make of those years, 
which is in our power ; and hence, that dne 
man who falls in the prime of life, may'faefvd 
lived longer than another who dies in all the 
ripeness df extreme age ? 

The subject suggests, by way of inference, a 
single question'^ with addressing whidi to you, 
My Brethren, I shall conclude. 

If, instead of being present here on earth at 
the renewal of the year, you were now present, to 
use the language of Scripture, at '' the restitutwri 
of all things;'* and if the Almighty, demanded 
this day an account of the time which he had 
allotted to each of you, and of the task which 
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ke had givea yott. to.d^, tirhitt answer would yoo 
he, prepared to give ? 

(,. Look back upon the year just ended» and 
which, more or less^ presents the history (^ every 
year by which it was pireceded. . . 

Innumerahle<^p<Mtunitiesof doijig good have, 
during that'interYal^ been afforded you— cf 1k)w 
maAy of them' have you availed ypurselvesi with 
the ardour wMch be)x>mes,thedi9Qiple9 of Jesus 
Christ?— how many ^ them, ;Wth th^ careless- 
ness of the: indiffer^t afid : worldly^fman^ have 
you pertnitted to 68eape'?v Often^di^ripg that in* 
terval, Ood has^suffn^d ydu to be^^i^pos^ t» 
schrece trials : how Hiany;itimes , have y(w iomt 
out of them triumphanl4y?-:!rrhow>.mlmy tim^ 
haisei.ycHLdashoiiottrabl^ yielded iucitli^ combat? 
Oft^n Khiring' that iatervalr €rQd has knocked 
at the door of youJr bearti jaow tQrtmUven your 
expiring kwe to Himself, suowito icip$irt life to 
yourr iDiti^al'charity. to.cmp anotiber,^ how many 
tioQBa /^loore ^you reap^ed oto these tender 
dp|)eabr?4wbo?vv many times: httve you obistimMiely 
fttfordenfedymurselves against th^si;? Often dunt^g 
that int6rval» Odd^ Itos* put into your minds good 
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desires, getligroTis Iretolutions, determinations' to 
free yoiirdelves from the slavery of sin, and to, 
cultivate hbliness : ho^ -many ,of these have 
you pefee^i^iinglyfollciwed up ?--how mahy (rf^ 
them havfe 3toti suffiEHPed ta'j)erish? 
- Perfiapej-Bfethreii/Ufiion the last return oif 
Ms ate#«rsi3iity, yt^U't^dkja eonsbiewtioiisrevie^ 
of ydur tndrttl hitbitev c&tf nectioos, And most secret 
incKtvations ; y^ ^med pfen&of reformation; 
you iprDmised iy^wt^lves to adopt,' from ttence^^ 
forth, a Mne df^c^iduot— to pursue a way of Hfe-^' 
more'fbecomin^ your pi^dfiession as Christians^ 
Iniqmre ^ now l/v^hat 6ai^ beed ' the result of tliat 
e3tammatioo,aiM the *fifeet of those resolves ;^--« 
consider '^hethfer your* inclinations afe beijome 
purir/ whether your teartis contain ififone httmii> 
lity and mor^ charity, whether your evil hatn^ 
have been eradicated; or whether, on thcJ'Otherf 
hand> the evil,- feebly ch^fced for a timci'haiy 
not burst forth With inc&reai^ Vigotir: ftidcer«ait( 
whether the bne n6w i^ded to your yeati^ has 
bieen a teal addition to your life; or whether it 
wouM riot be belter, Were it possible; to ^afiaeer 
it from ^e numberl ' / , . i 
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Fain indeed would I believe that some among 
you have availed themselves of the iipportant 
period just elapsed — ^have made some progress 
in virtue — have gained some victories oyer them- 
selves — have advanced some steps, in following 
tiieir Saviour — hafve secured some gain for eter- 
nity : but have even they done all they mi^t have 
done ? Have they never suffered th^nselves to> 
give way to obstacles, to be. overtaken by natural 
infirmity, to be withdrawn from the jpursuit of 
** the one thing needful" by the attractions of 
time arid : sense ?-^Wlth regard to the greater 
number/ what have thfey done besides? Take 
away from the life of the greater part of people 
the timfe, the carps, the energies/ wasted, in the 
chase of perishable things --in the,pu]?6vit dF 
trifling pleasures and false fame— ai^ csllcnlate 
how much remains to bestow on wisdom and 
virtue Oh, days of nothingness ! how many of 
yOu occur: in our pjjgrimage, for everyone of 
those which will bear fruit unto life eternal ! 

I^y Brethren, a new year is now coiinn^ncing: 
we tttand upon a prpioiinent poiiitin that cOtfjnse, 
the duration of which never includes a hundred: 
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aucU pericBik^.aiid.Tc^ fraqueiitly extends riot 
toJialf that axBount:: we are artived at one of 
tbofiie favourable a»d fleeting niomente, Which 
the Christian will eagerly jS^c upon as an era 
wh^^e to.date a kiiiid of reriovatioii of his exist-* 
wee; . .W0i haye, each ,o|; us in particular, some 
su^l iQcUjQ^tioiis tOt c<^tend against; we ari^. 
141 *Q0u^iou8r of; some inherent disposition in 
cmrs^lves^ some predominant failing, which put^ 
anjmpediment in the way ^f our saiictifipatipny 
^hich:)oppo6f»^ the grc^t|i ; and ascendancy: pf 
religious principle in qur minds,, and which; tsff^ 
Ijfj^vg,^ it c^ntiipes tp disturb us, will repd^ 
the most salutary motives ineffectual; we bJX 
ki^>w i?Khi<^h is the we^ak part. of our characfte(r ; 
what is the peculiar malady that affects ns^r 
what jisl^e Qorrupljpn whiph sullies our nature 
an4. 4?%P^s ju. our sou^s the iuiag^ of pur, 
Cj[p(aJu>]r,^ ,X-et ^ then, thie ^y^ with-|nc]^^ase(jl, 
sil^c^pty.snid e^Tiie^pfiSs, iff[f>vois^ and ,eflfajg;je^ 
l^lBfiwe , God) sYfho siees us uo^. will jutlge; v\a, ,t(^ 
i?4«uWfi 9W. ef?r!ta t».9!^i9?^t^^f^^ vice o/^ogjr. 
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this comiptioii, by the tenewing inftience ot'thie 
Holy Spirit Let us, from this time, reckonr^he 
number . of oiur dajm only by our good de^i^t l^t 
U8 no lobger ifieaKureour exiBtedce but by our 
progress in virttfe^^time, but by thegoofttftwDwe 
shall make Of it^^happmess^ but by the title tiee 
ShalP have tequiined t6 the'-'Dithi^' blessihg^. 
Providied we demote our life to* the sert^icfe lof 
Gk>d, it will be alivays kmg tenough, smceiiit 
will become the comttienceADfebt^ of' eiidle^ 
felicity; and shbUH it be protrkcted W<the age 
6f Jabob, or >ven longer, ft wiit prdve^^Koi*,^ 
flruitless; arid only the ttiore evil. If '"•re^evbte if 
to uttght but Hte. -- \ "' 
^ Such are tny feihortations— *aecqfrt noW^Wy 
wishes^on your behalf. * -^ ^ . - ^^ -' 
Magistrates, fkthers'X)f the ^people, may yoii 
experience in ' th6f people's M^^lelftue^ the rewfend 
of your defotednessl May ydti ever des6rvte/ 
arid in their bi^hedibtions reci^iVe^a ^oretMt^'trf? 
those blessmgs Svhich await in heaven 'Sw£*^ 
rukrs as beaf the sword of justice wi^ inte^fk^ 
and^for theh* cotintlyV benefltlMPastors, Miiai^ 
and honoured feHoW-hibourers^n^the ririrfii^ry W 
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the €k)spel, may your zeal be found equal to 
the excellaicy of your h<ily and difl^cult func- 
tions ! May you, having brought many ' ^* to the 
obedience of Christ," yoursdVes stand appitowd 
before Him! . 

\ Fathers and moihens of families; niay you 
form ypi^ children to Hie^ practice ofthje'Ghrwt- 
ianvirtiiesv add bequeath to them the inberitance 
ofajiame deaf tb the Chuirch^ and revered by 
your feUowtcititensl . And tboo, my Counti^, 
crowned with the blessings of Heaven, receive 
thou too my benediction: May thy prosperity 
not swell the bosoms of thy children with 
vanity and pride ! May they, by their love for 
the (rospel and their zeal for righteousness, be 
the means of preserving thee, and of for ever 
securing to thee the protection of the King of 
kings! 

Christians of every age, sex, and condition — 
rich and poor, young and old — as my paternal 
affection extends to you all, so are you all in- 
cluded in my good wishes. Others, in sufficient 
numbers, will this day desire for you the bless- 
ings of continued life, and health, and success in 

u 
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your temporal undertakings ; — ^be it my part to 
offer on your behalf wishes more precious 
still, more befitting this solemn occasion, more 
worthy of my ministry and of the immortal 
beings whom I address: May the God of all 
grace ^^so itach, ym'^ firom henc^rth ^' to 
number j^nir dojfr^i that\ pou tkay afplj/ your 
hearts.unto wUdomH' To whpm, the only great, 
omnipotent, and all-'^nse €rod, be honour, and 
g^ory, and praise, for evermore ! Amen. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX. 



v2 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DISCOURSE* 
BY B. BOUVIER; 

Delivered at the Conucration of an Eccleiioiticf of the 

Church^of Rome, converttd to Protettantism, and 

admitted to the MiniUry tit the Church of Geneva. 



THE Pastors and Elders being assembled^ the Minis- 
tersy the Students in Theology, and the public, were 
succesaively admitted; upon which, the Moderator 
for the week, having first implored the Divine help, 
addressed the Candidate in the foUpwing terms : — 

* In conclading the present series of the *' Modbrn DiyiNEf 
OF Gbnbva" with this beautifiU and affecting Address, it has 
been judged desirable to retain the introduction, comprising 
the formnlarj ased at the annual consecrations in the Geneyese 
Church, as printed in the French ediikn of the present Ois*' 
Goiirse, Geneva, 1828. So highly was this Address approved by 
the body of the Clergy, that it was unanimously adopted, to be 
used in that church on all similar occasions ; it, consequently, 
may be considered as presenting a fair specimen of the religious 
Sentiments of that venerable body. 

t M. Amand Samtes.— This exemplary Minister was conse^ 
crated March 24tb, 1828. 
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** The Company of Pastors of the Church of Geneva, 
having approved the examinations which yon haVe 
undergone before ihem, being acquainted with the 
purity of your morals and the integrity of your life, 
entertaining no doubt respecting the continuance of the 
good dispositions which you manifest, and relying upon 
the beneficial effects that will result from these qualifi- 
cations to the Ministry of the Gospel, to which you are 
about to be called, has charg^ me to confer that Holy 
Ministry upon you, and to consecrate you, by prayer 
and imposition of hands, according to our ancient 
usages, which are those of the primitive Church. 

•• You will previously enter into those solemn en- 
gagements with which you have already been made 
acquainted, and which have' been appointed by our 
ecclesiastical ordinances. — Hold up your. hand. 

** You promise before God and upon the Holy 
Scriptures open before yop, to {)reach in its purity the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; to acknowledge the 
Word of God, as it is contained in the sacred Books of 
the Old and New Testaments, for the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice ; to abstain from a sectarian 
spirit, and avoid every thing that might give occasion 
to schism and disturb the union of the Church ; to keep 
secret all confessions diat shall be made to you. for the 
discharge of conscience, except such as may concern 
crimes against the state ; in short, to do the utmost 
in your power for the edification of God's Church, 
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by living loberly, justly* and religioiialy, in this 
present world, and by applying yourself to fulfil all the 
duties of your holy calling. — Is not this what you 
promise?" 

The Candidate having answered* '' I promise it," 
the Moderator thus resumed : — 

''In consequence of these sacred engagements, in 
conformity with the usage of the primitive Church, 
transmitted down to us from the Apostles, and in 
virtue of the power which I have received, and the 
charge which has been entrusted to me this day,* in 
the name of the Fatb^, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Gbmttf I confer OB you the Ministry of the Grospel, 
with authority to preach the Word of God, to pronounce 
a blessing upon marriages lawfully contracted, and to 
administer the holy Sacraments, wheresoever the Lord 
shall call you." 

The following Discourse was then, according i6 
oitftom, addressed by the Moderator to the Minister 
Elect, befiHre laying hands. iq[K)ii binu 

• The Moderator takes off iiisluit. . .^ 

t The Moderator replaces his hat. 



Qjgitized by LjOOQ IC 



296 

My beloved Brother, 

^This day is gratifying for the 
Church, which gains in you at once a new 
Member and a Pastor ; it is gratifying for us 
who lay hands upon you, and who have the 
pleasure of finding a brother, and, if it 
please God, in able coadjutor, where we 
might have met only with an adversary ; it is 
gratifying for you, in particular, as the ae- 
complifihment of your wishes and endeavours; 
it is to you a proof that a peculiar blessing resti 
upon you. You weJre bom within the pale of a 
Church, in which the commandments of men 
have usurped the place of the Gospel and of the 
commandments of God ; but Divine Providence 
had given you a mind to comprehend tnltii, and 
a heart to love and desire it, at whatsoever cost. 
You searched for, and as it were " felt after it;" 
you found it, and immediately you attached 
yourself to it with ardour ; you resolved to de- 
vote your life to it ; and you have been regard- 
less of every sacrifice in order to accomplish this 
pious resolution: — you have shrunk from none 
of those obstacles which alarm the indifierence 
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of men in general. "What things were gaih to 
you, those you counted but k)si& for the eirc*I- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus; for 
whom you have suffered the loss of all thingsj 
and do count them as dross, that you may win 
Christ, and be found in him." You have even 
said to God, with the Psalmist : *^ I am become 
a stranger unto my brethren, and' an alien unto 
my mother's children; for the zeal of thine 
hotis6 hath eaten me up/' v > 

€k)d therefore has not left you without 
help: he has prepared the way before you, 
wherein you are to walk; *' He hath eistablished 
you in Christ, he halii anointed you, aiid given 
the earnest of his Spirit in your heart." Truth 
this day does for you, what you hate doire for 
her — as you have chosen her, she likewise 
chooses you to be h*r messenger aiid witnesii 
before men. Be happy then, be bleii;sed : ^♦you 
have chosen that good part, which shall not be 
taken away from you." Nerrertheless, my be- 
loved Brother, take care lest you deceive your- 
self : whatsoever you may have done in obedience 
to God and your conscience, lo<^ upon yourself 
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im having yet dqi^ npthing. The taak you have 
undertaken is immense : the longest and best- 
employed life hardly suffices to render the Min- 
ister of the Gospel worthy of his high office. — 
We shall now briefly recall to your mind the 
nature and duties of that office; after which 
you will bow the kfiee before Grod, and we will 
beseech; Him to accept you for his own^ and to 
set his seal upou you. This is a solemn mo- 
ment — it includes, in a mjanner, the whole foture 
CQpditiiHi of your SouL 

The Ministry of the Gospel is^ in the first 

pl^e, A MiKISTBT OF LiGHT.AND TrUTH,— 

'' Go an4 tjsacu all nathm:^ such was the 
4postl|^' ^cppiB^ission^ and such is ours. In 
prfi^r to its fi^lfi)ment, we are iK)t suppli^ed, like 
tb^^ w^til^L^sup^atural means :-^we have not 
tjb^e tongues; of fire wt^ic^ rested, upon their 
h^a^^^j we have not that , voice and tha^ light 
figi^pQ^ beavea* w^h arrested S^uJ in the way 
t<>;Pa]3iiascu3; we have not an Ananias to qo^e 
t^e F$cale$ £^11 from our eye^; we have no 
flUtwaril demonstration of Spirit and of power: 
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if we are in any degree rapfilied with Divine 
aid, it is to our endeavours that it is promised. 
A devout heart and humble mind — theiaith of 
feeling-— may suffice for the private Christian 
who hais to be respcmsible ibr none but himself; 
but this is not enough for us, who are sent to heal 
so many maladies, to provide fw so many wantsr^ 
In order to fulfil our entire comtmi^sion — ^to 
convince the unbelieving, to refute the godless^ 
to confitm the doubtful, ta recall the erring, 
effectively to implant the ^eeds of religion* in the 
mind^ of the younjg, to impieurt new life to the 
believer himself— we have need of a dispiplined 
understanding, df extensive ihlbrmation, of 
profound and conscientious inquiry, of all the 
helps which it^lebt alid knowledge can 
supply^ We mulsrt; ^ be ready to give an an- 
swer/* on every pdint; *'> to evety one that 
asketh us a reason oi the hope that *is m lis.'" 
Be careful, then, not to consider your ministry 
as an office transmitt^ passiv^, and which 
leaves little or nothing to the voluntcury Exercise 
of yout faculties. Doubtless, all knowle(%e, 
as wdl as all grace, comes from the ^^ Father 
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of lights ;*' doubtless, ** his word is truth/* and 
thiere is no other: but it is precisely oa that 
account that it concerns you to beccnne ac- 
quainted, effectually and for yourself, with that 
Divine Word, not to mistiadce for it what differs 
fixmi it, to separate it resolutely and carefully 
from every human alloy, and from your own 
peculiar notions. Make use, with this view, of 
all the faculties with which you are endowed ; 
give yourself to the constaiit study of the Gos* 
pel; compare Scripture with Scripture; avail 
yourself of the assistance to be derived from the 
study of the language, countries, and mfiim6iB 
of those to whom Christianity was first . ad- 
dressed, in order that you may make the neces- 
sary allowances and distinctions. Let reason 
serve as your safeguard, both agaitfst the iui^ 
flu^ce of human authority, to the imposiBg 
weight of which a modest and sensitive dispo- 
sitioii is so apt to yield, and against tiie 
caprices and illusicms of the imagination and 
the feelings-r-^&tculties which, however e^cellenW 
and indkpensable to impart vitality and fruitful^ 
ness to a true faith, are unsteady and deceptive; 
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and, being equally subject to. the kifluence of 
error and of truth, ought never to be allowed to 
ta^e the guidance of the mind. It is to a dis- 
regard to the rights of hiunan reason, that w« 
l^ave. to ascribe those ^es of ignorance, remem- 
b^r^d now with shame, which converted Christ- 
ianity in^to si^rstition, and faith into faA^ticism* 
For what opinions was not the authority of^ 
the (Jospel alleged? What paeons was it 
not made to sanction ? For what abuses was 
not 2^ pretpxt found, in it? They, who w^r^ 
appointed to teach it, allp^ed themselves, tpcor^ 
mpt it without any festra^t. They " took ^way 
tbe key of knowledge;: they entered, not ip 
themselves, and them that wej?e entering in they 
hindered :" menceased' to study, or to refl^ti 
from fear of encountering at every step th^ 
bojunds marked qijit by religious despotism. 

Happily for our. £Bd;hers and for u^, some 
pious : refdrmers, rememherfd tl^ reason wfaiq]^ 
God had b^tpwed upon them — roused mta^a- 
kU)d( tQ: the r^oUectioj^ of it — taught then^; to 
make^ a legitimate; and devout use of ^ it; and 
the human mind was refsftpred to truth and, to 
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freddom^ — ^for to be subject to God oiily, is to 
he free. 

Come then, dear Brother, and fear not that 
we shall again place you under the yoke of 
slaveiy; Possibly, the faith of our Church is 
not yet all which it ought to be ; for wherever 
you find men, there you will find errors and 
•prejudices; but here at least error is not estab- 
lished as principle, nor prejudice as law. Far 
ftam requiring of you the abnegation of your 
understanding, we shall on the contrary intreat 
you to exercise and enlarge it, persuaded that 
the triumph of knowledge over ignorance will 
bfe that of faith over unbelief. The reason why 
there is so much unbelief in the worlds is 
because it is full of the half-learned. To be 
a ' Christian, demands either the complying 
simplicity of the child or the pn^Hind re- 
search of the philosopher: these two points 
nieet in faith^— between the two it is that men 
go astray. Study therefore mankind, history, 
nature, philosophy. Wheresoever you - meet 
with a ixuth, claim it as belonging to your 
province; for ^all truths hang upon and are 
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entwined with each other^ and there is not one 
but points to Gkxi and to the Son of God. The 
stronger your reasoning powers are, the better 
will you comprehend, and be enabled to teach 
others to comprehend, the spirit of Rerelationh— 
its harmony with our wants — the proofs of its 
Divine origin— *and the majestic combinatioius of 
the system ordained by God for the redemption 
of the world. Such is the only way of propagat* 
ing religion, worthy of it and of its Author. 

Do not attempt to force faith upon men; but 
instil it into thein. Address your instruc^iis 
to the reason of those who may be entn»t€id 
to your care, and let your object be to unfoU 
and enlighten it. Let not God bring the same 
reproach against you, which he brought 1)y the 
mouth of Rosea against the priests of Israel : 
*^ My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: 
Because you have rejected knowledge, I will' oho 
rg^ you, that ye shall be no more, priests to meJ* 
Let the education of children, in particular^ 
occupy a principal place in your thoughts and 
in your ministry. Bring them to their Saviour by 
a path of light: let them know why they have 
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believed— *^by what steps they have advanced — 
and you will thus be the more assured that they 
will riot fell back. Let us leave to <x)rrupt sys- 
tems of faith the dis^ceful shelter of iguorance, 
suid the frail suppiort of human authority — for us, 
toe have no need to i^ut our eyes in order to 
belieriel; 'fThe Gobpel which* we. preach asks 
assei^t, hot enslav^oient ; ' instead of dreading 
the inqu^iies of reason, it i invites them, knbw-r 
ing th»t it has the meakis of triumphantly satis- 
fyihgitlk&mi and that the astohishiiig agreement 
c£ fts 'ddctrines withthe'mind's instinctive love 
of tiruth; > is perhaps • the most ' striking denion- 
sAration of it^> Divine origin! Moreover^ the 
age in which we liv6 is eager for conviction^ 
itiis'fitai of yieldiiig implicit confideric^, apd 
nb> ;loiiger acknowledges any mysterioui^npii* 
vilegfe inUhe minister of reKgitsn : his^ mi^e- 
ribot^v over , others, coni^t^s his only right 
to lead/ ^then^.i Unless you caii iiiform tnan- 
kind, 'they will laugh at your discburses; and 
Ijrou will rither injure than serve the eause 
of if€digio&.v ^V Ye are the light of the world^f* 
says the^G0(sfpel to us : ^' men put ia cahdlfc on a 
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candlestick, and it giveth light to all that are in 
the house. Ye are the salt of the earth ; but if 
the salt have lost its savour, it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men/' 

While, however, we exhort you not to be 
unmindful of your intellectual rights and duties, 
we would, on^ the other hand, caution you 
against forgetting the limits of human reason, 
and against assigning to it a power which it 
does not possess. As soon as that faculty, by 
the scrupulous exercise of its energies and re- 
sources, has become fully satisfied, first of the 
Divine origin of Scripture, then of its obvious 
and intended meaning, its work is done : Faith 
then b^[ins. It is no longer a Book — ^it is 
Et£rkal Reason herself — ^who speaks to 
us, and unfolds to us her immeni^ty. From 
that moment, no choice is left us; nothii^ 
remains but to humble our minds, and to 
receive into omr hearts with affectionate grati- 
tude her merciful communications. We have 
no right to dispute with Her — to demand the 
hmo or the why of what she vouchsafes to 
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teaelLtts/tvlien J»he has been {d^ased toootfeeal 
Xh^m^ : We, ^r^ not permitted to select from her 
dict^te^, dnd say : This is iqipprtant, sindth^ 
is not— ^l approve erf" thisf, aij4 ^ot of , that* We 
cannot reject the smaller )part« without r^eot-? 
ing the whole — wt^out yejepting God himself, 
the Author of Revelatipft. Why, indeed, should 
it be matt^ of surpri^e^ th$(t our intellect^ a 
spark floating at random far from the heavenly 
light whence it emaoated, is unable to c^n* 
prehend and to span the infinitude of thi^ 
Creator's mind ? Would the?e not rather hate 
b^n room for wonder, if the. Gospel had beeai 
perfetftiy/simple and ea*y in eyiei^ part-^if 
Q0d bad '^ahakw the heavens aftitbe eWth" 
ibr the pui^Dose of revealing; those thijigi only, 
^ whioh humlem reason might have attained by 
ilt OVm piowers? Take from the Gospel, its 
mydteries^ you take fr<^ it one grand evidence 
iOf its divinity — that {mprei^s of the Infinite 
l^figi theesotteme Cwfines alooe of whieh we 
are feble to perceive; ^' We spcfa*: wisdom amtog 
thpm that ai» perfect, yet not &e wisdom ijni 
thisk VIrorid ; but We ftpiak the wisdom! of-rGod ill 
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a my^^ry, even the hidden wisdom which God 
i^aiiied before the world unto our glory." 

Thus, my beloved Brother, "you have been 
called unto liberty:" only make such use 6f it, 
as to incur no blame through your privilege : you 
are emancipated from the yoke of men, but it 
is that you may voluntarily make yourself the 
servant of the Word of God. Lay aside, then, 
for its Saikfe, your systems, your prejudices, youi^ 
regard for men, your entire habits of thought. 
'*It is required In stewards, that a man be 
found faithful :" *' Keep, therefore, that which 
is committed to thee." Lay no other foundation 
than that which is laid, namely, " Jesus Christ, 
who died for our offences, and rose again for 
our justification ; " for, " as the branch cannot 
bear firuit except it abide in the vine, no more 
can you except you abide in Him." Let not 
your' reason be ashamed to confess that it is uh-' 
equtil i;o the secrets of Jehovah. Keep no part' 
of them back ; alter nothing, disguise nothing : 
'*1f yon sought to please inen, you would not 
be the servant 6f Christ.'' Our object in recom- 
mending you to surround yourself with the 

X 2 
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whole light of human knowledge, is, especially, 
to render you more apt to receive that light from 
above, which the Gospel supplies to us, and 
without which, notwithstanding all our know- 
ledge, we should be still walking in the shadow 
of death. 

From being duly impressed with the lim- 
ited capacity of your own mind, you will not 
only be humble and submissive as a child in 
the presence of the Word of God, but you 
will likewise become more tolerant and kind 
towards those whose opinions may differ from 
yours; you will feel it to be impossible that 
Divine Truth should present itself in the same 
light to various beings limited on every side, 
and never able to embrace it but in part. 
Consequently, you will not exert yourself to 
securp a chimerical unity, at the expense of 
that noble and true unity of hearts, " the 
bond of perfectness," vrhich ought to make of 
many members one body in Jesus Christ, and 
which the Christian world will one day be 
astonished not to have sooner thought possible* 
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The Gospel Ministry is, in the second place, 
A Ministry of Charity and Holiness* 
•' The end of the commandment/' writes St. 
Paul, '* is charity out of a pure heart, and of 
a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned/' 
" Sanctify them through thy truth," was our 
Saviour's prayer for his disciples: "As thou 
hast sent me into the world, even so have I 
also sent them into the world; and for their 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also may 
be sanctified through the truth." The truths 
of Revelation are only the means which it hath 
pleased God to choose and to place in our 
hands, to open the hearts of men, to change 
them, to lead them captive to obedience, and 
thereby conduct them to happiness. With- 
out charity and holiness, there is no Gospel, 
no Christianity : — outward observances are 
nothing — prayers and creeds are nothing — 
knowledge serves but to pufi^ up — preaching is 
but an empty sound, — ^the most rigid orthodoxy 
is only one more vanity added to every other. 
*' If you know these things^ happy are you if you 
do them:' 
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'' Tkm, then^ O man iff God^ /Mm after 
right€0U3ne9s, godliness, faith, love, patience^ 
f/teehieis." Let all your discourses, whether 
public or private, leave behind them an odour 
of edi£icd.t]oa. They will be reckoned to you^ 
not according to their brilliance or their fafici* 
nation, but according to the practical ffuite 
which tiiey shall have produced. Love the 
souls of men— seek them, and pursue them^ 
until you have healed and saved them. ** Be* 
have yourself among men as a &ther to his 
childiren> exhcnrting them, com&rting them, atid 
charging them that they walk worthy of God> 
who hath called them unto his kingdom and 
glory." 

Arrest the young man in his folly, and save 
him in the moment of contrition; permit not 
the vicious to become confirmed in his habits 
for want of wamifigs, nor make yourself tite ac- 
complice of his criminality, by a timid indul- 
gence: be ca^reful, at the same timey not to 
repulse him by ilt-^judged severity ; but rather 
try if it be iM>t in your power, to , reclaim 
him by means of kindness and perseverance^ 
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Reccmcile divide families; and bring^ back, 
with the fear of God, p^ace and gDod*-wilU in 
eases wher^ it is beyond the power of human 
taws to restore them. Support the pck)r undec 
his privations; visit the afflicted in his suffer-- 
ings; weep with those who weep; strengthen 
the faith of the dying, and ^extend the hand of 
Religion to asi|bt him in passing, with hope^ 
through that shadow of deatJi which is terrible 
^ly to him who bath no feith. " The Lord 
haith anointed) you to pieacb good tiditigs imtQ 
tlie meek; hfe hath sent ypu to bipd up ttue 
broken-hearted; to proelaiin liberty to the cap*- 
tiiness, to pH)claim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, to gire unto them that mourn in Zion 
beauty for ashes^ the oil of joy for mourning;" 
f* to iseek that which >iras lost, amd to bind up 
ttott which wss broken/^ Q my beloved ^rother^ 
what a noble and sublime office j^ ours! Hoi^ 
^u^ good may l^e done in it! How c)fi^ 
does the reward follow the labour! '' How 
.beautiful upon the ntuAmtains are t;lie fee( gf 
i&fim who publish pew*!" Mf^fuify tfee l49i, 
thfn, jand let yow, fioul rejoice io Qpd ywr 
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Saviour, for he hath done great things for 
you. But above all, prove yourself virorthy of 
the choice which He has made of you, and 
prepare for success in your ministry by being 
in all things a pattern of good works. '' A 
bishop must be blameless, asj the steward of 
Gk)d:" our lives, also, must be a continual ser- 
mon, and must set before the eyes of our flocks 
the realization of our instructions. '* Give no 
offence to any man in any thing." Let ** Holi^ 
nets to the Lord^'' the words which the Jewish 
high-priest wore on his forehead, be ever within 
your heart. Things that would be indifferent in 
a private Christian, will cease to be so in you. 
You will be accoimtable for your smalleeA 
actions, because you are, and must be, open 
to the observation of all: our ministry is not 
one of contemplation, but of activity, — ^we are 
not allowed to bury ourselves in retirement, — 
our place is marked out in the midst of society, 
to which we Owe the light and influence of our 
examples, in every social and domestic relati(m. 
Let, your behaviour, therefore, be such, that 
Whatever proceeds firom you may be stamped 
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with the excellence and the dignity erf yoiir 
calling; you will then have no occasion ta 
reply to them who shall accuse you, or who 
shall demand the reason of your hope; your 
whole ministry will be your answer, amd 
will justify the faith of which you this diay 
make profession. They who hear and see you 
will rejoice with us in the Gospel, and will 
glorify God who hath given it to us. None 
knows so well as yourself, that " thejietds^'* 
according to the expression of our Lord, ** are 
white already for the harvest "—a great religious 
revolution is in progress — the Gospel goes on 
advancing in the world, and with it Protestant^ 
ism, the effect and the key of the Gospel. Be 
you — let us air be — workers together with 
God in this great work; — ^not by harsh and 
aggressive attempts, by ''bitter envying and 
strife,*' for this is not '* the wisdom*that is from 
above," but by the holiness of our principles 
and lives. Such is the true method of extend* 
ing the Reformation — a metiiod which will be 
found more effectual than discourses or writings, 
and in using which we shall be able to dispense 
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wi^ die tmocleraos aoppovt of huimtB piio* 
tecton. '* Herdn mU mm* Feiher be glorifiai, 
if VK itar tmuA Jrmt.^" 

: " Aod fu)w, my l}elQyed j^roth^ \ cpmi^pd 
yxw to Qod, andto^e -wo^ij pf ^Mf giW^^t Y^^ 
id able ia build you ^ip, *n4.to .©y^ ypH 34 W- 
Iwritauc^k anujug all tl^eift w^ch;?»»e §^Rpl4|iq|f" 
A» for U9, we ii^ve aqtWiig <rf t^jp wor}^ tg -9^ 
you — we hare neither fiJwj" »pr gpl^— rw^pro- 
BW8e you ;peitb«r quwt, Wf fasfs, ^r Tf^r^^ly 
gloiy ; but whjit we ^bave we ,giY<5.y(9»;, 3^\a« 
Aii»A«.6Aop»; OF Gha^st ! ("fliii '^ iH^j^^^i^ 
pi«M»t tb^t.m^ (CEw rewiv«» ))Bt,]ve wi^li w* 
to couowJ fiPBft yqu, that it ip ftpe^i J^Oflaeafls 
«»^y totbetc, YiW.wsiil b%?e ipucb.lP 4o, muicb 
toBu^f ," ,Tbe *ervwjt jw ijotgre^^ter tbanto 
Lwd. Jl^ibey .b»>y« per^ecu^ CJtuc^t, tljuey .will 
pfinecute iyottutitao;" tf th^ " sicfl«bt .ta.qiii^ 
kAtaiin.Me w)»rd(^" -they will, also s§e^ to^cajcb 
you ID ydvyr$ ; if ti^ey jEK^u^ed Inp falsely, ti^y 
will iiitt like joaailn^ accuse y^ ^a^^j. ^yt.lpie 
iu9ti^fioou]»ged : " be ,not oy^rccffi^ pf !»Fi^,.biit 
mwqatfteie^ iKitb g»pd»" Y|qu ^ye b»iH y»w 
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house upon a rock — the Diyine help shall b# 
your sure refuge — you will be *' more than eon* 
qyeror through Him that loyed us. For I aon 
persuaded^ that neither deaths nor life^ nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor peril, nor famine^ 
nor the sword, will be able to separate you from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
liOTd." — Go^ servant of the living <jrod, '/^ht 
the goodjight cf faiths lay hold m (Sternal lff€p 
whereunto thou art called^ and hast pr^essed a 
good profession before mang witnesses.'' — Thou> 
XiOrd, which knowest the hearts of all men, tf 
this our brother is worthy of Thee, grant that 
be^ms^ have part in this, ipiinistry and apostle^ 
ship l^^Let us pray. 

The whole Assembly rises : the Candidate alone kneels, 
and remains kneeling during the following Prayer: 

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and» ef liiem that^ beliere, who hotet caosed 
iUiy light and thy mercies to dune upon wr, 
who hast chosen us to be thy people, to Jomyw 
thy will, to seek thy face, and to inherit thy 
glory ; fbrttsmuch te Thou ha:st appointed the 
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Holy Ministry for the conservation of thy 
Church and for the edification of the body of 
Christ, behold this new Servant whom we pre- 
sent unto TTiee. He desires to dedicate himself 
to TTiee; he desires, after the example of thy 
Son, to preach the Grospel of the Eternal King- 
dom, and to teach his brethren the way of sal 
vation. Lord, who is sufficient for these things? 
No man; but that which is impossible with men, 
is possible with TTiee. It is Thou who hast 
called him to this holy office — it is Thou must 
fit him for it. O Grod, accept him, strengthen 
him, pour thy Spirit upon him abundantly.* 
Glorify thy power in his weakness, open the 
eyes of his understanding, put thy love in his 
heart and thy Word upon his lips, to the end 
that he may proclaim it with full assurance, — 
that he may not run in vain nor labour in 
vain, — but that, on the contrary, he may be 
enabled to enlighten, to more, and to con 
jrert souls, aixd may prove the odour of life to 
many. Supply him with strength for this gr^at 

* Here tbe impositiott of liands taken place. 
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work which Thou givest him to do; arm him 
with the patience and courage necessary to 
pass triumphantly through all the difficulties 
which will beset his path. Support him imder 
temptation^ that he may show himself approved 
of Thee in all things^ and thoroughly furnished 
with good works. May he watch over himself— 
may he have his body in subjection — may he 
render his ministry acceptable before all men; 
and when the Great Day shall arrive, may he 
be enabled to say to Thee, with confidence and 
truth: '^ I HAVE glorified thee on the 
earth ; i have finished the work which 
Thou gavest me to do : And now, O 
Father, glorify Thou me." Then may 
THE Chief Shepherd present him with an 
incorruptible crown, and bear witness to him ^ 
a good and faithful serviint. 

O Lord God ! extend and bless thy Church j 
let the joyful tidings of a Saviour be heard by 
all the ends of the earth, and let the dark- 
ness which still covers a portion of thy people 
be entirely dissipated; that all mankind may 
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may l^e due erea as Jesus Christ is one with 
Thee.^ ■■ 

Be l^u a wull of defence round about this 
Church, especially, to preserve it frdin all that 
could disturb its peace, its purity, its t)r6sperity. 
Enable the Pastors Wh6 govern it, to -watch for 
its welfere— " not by constraint, but willingly ; 
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither 
as' being lords over GrodV heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock/' ©less the Ministers 
"^hom Thou hast in store for the service of this 
Ghufch; bless them v^^ho are preparing them- 
selves for this glorious vocation ; grant them an 
earnest zeal, a serious mind, an ap<^i^tolic temper. 
Bless our Magistrates, and all who concur in 
any manner whatsoever to the good of Religion 
among us; bless our Country, that it may ever 
be^ ^thful to thy Word and precious in thine 
eyes. 

NoS/v^ to ^hee, O Lord, to Jesus Christ thy 
Son, ^uid to thy Holy Spirit, be honour, praise, 
and glory, to-day and for ever. Amen. ^ ^ 
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After this prayer, the ceremony was concladed by the 
Moderator raising the newly-made Minister, em- 
bracing him, and addressing him in these words : 

"Rise, Servant of Christ! you are now an 
associate in our labours. May grace and peace 
be given you from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ our Saviour." — Amen. 



END OF SERIES SECOND. 
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